
 
 
                                                                   

Robert E. Atkinson, Jr. 
 Ruden, McClosky, Smith, Schuster & Russell Professor of Law 
 
Chapters: 
 
Rediscovering the Duty of Obedience: Toward a Trinitarian Theory of Fiduciary Duty, in 
COMPARATIVE GOVERNANCE OF NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATIONS ( Klaus J. Hopt and Thomas Von 
Hippel, eds., Cambridge University Press, 2010).  
 
What Is It Like To Be Like That?  The Progress of Law and Literature’s “Other” Project, in 
LAW AND LITERATURE RECONSIDERED (Austin Sarat, ed., Studies in Law, Politics, and Society, 
Vol. 43, 2008). 
 
How the Butler Was Made to Do It: The Perverted Professionalism of THE REMAINS OF THE 
DAY,  in LAWYERS’ ETHICS AND THE PURSUIT OF SOCIAL JUSTICE: A CRITICAL READER (Susan D. 
Carle, ed., New York University Press, 2005). 
 
Problems with Presbyterians: Prolegomena to a Theory of Voluntary Associations and the 
Liberal State, in FOUNDATIONS OF CHARITY (Charles Mitchell and Susan R. Moody, eds., Hart 
Publishing, 2000). 
 
Chapter 15, Theories of the Special Tax Treatment of Nonprofit Organizations, in FEDERAL AND 
STATE TAXATION OF EXEMPT ORGANIZATIONS (Frances R. Hill and Barbara L. Kirschten, eds., 
Warren Gorham & Lamont, 1994).  
 
Theories of the Federal Income Tax Exemption for Charities: Thesis, Antithesis, and Synthesis, 
in NEW YORK UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF LAW CONFERENCE: RATIONALES FOR FEDERAL INCOME 
TAX EXEMPTION (1991).  Reprinted in THE TAX TREATMENT OF NGOS: LEGAL, FISCAL AND 
ETHICAL STANDARDS FOR PROMOTING NGOS AND THEIR ACTIVITIES (Paul Bater, Frits Hondius, 
and Penina Kessler Lieber, eds., Kluwer Law International, 2004). 
 
Law Review and Journal Articles: 
 
Keeping Republics Republican, 88 TEX. L. REV. SEE ALSO 235 (2011) 
 
Obedience as the Foundation of Fiduciary Duty, 34 JOURNAL OF CORPORATION LAW 45 (2008). 
 
The Low Road to Cy Pres Reform: Principled Practice to Remove Dead Hand Control of 
Charitable Assets, 58 CASE WESTERN RESERVE LAW REVIEW 97 (2007). 
 
Synthesizing Business Ethics and Legal Ethics for the Common Good: Come, Let Us Reason 
Together, 29 JOURNAL OF CORPORATION LAW 469 (2004). 
 

http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=1136155
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=936478
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=1909027
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=1136155
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=845927
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=845927
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=332062
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=332062


Growing Greener Grass: Looking from Legal Ethics to Business Ethics, and Back, 1 UNIVERSITY 
OF ST. THOMAS LAW JOURNAL 951 (2004). 
 
Reviving the Roman Republic: Remembering the Good Old Cause, 71 FORDHAM LAW REVIEW 
1187 (2003). 
A Skeptical Answer to Edmund’s Contextualism: What We Know We Lawyers Know, 30 FLORIDA 
STATE UNIVERSITY LAW REVIEW 25 (2002). 
 
Law as a Learned Profession: The Forgotten Mission Field of the Professionalism Movement, 52 
SOUTH CAROLINA LAW REVIEW 621 (2001). 
 
The Reformed Welfare State as the Radical Humanist Republic: An Enthusiastic (If Qualified) 
Endorsement of Matthew Adler’s “Beyond Efficiency and Procedure,” 28 FLORIDA STATE 
UNIVERSITY LAW REVIEW 339 (2000). 
 
A Social-Democratic Critique of Pro Bono Publico Representation of the Poor: The Good as the 
Enemy of the Best, 9 AMERICAN UNIVERSITY JOURNAL OF GENDER, SOCIAL POLICY & THE LAW 
129 (2001). 
 
Nihilism Need Not Apply: Law and Literature in Barth’s THE FLOATING OPERA, 32 ARIZONA 
STATE LAW JOURNAL 747 (2000). 
 
Brer Rabbit Professionalism: A Homily on Moral Heroes and Lawyerly Mores, 27 FLORIDA 
STATE UNIVERSITY LAW REVIEW 137 (1999). 
 
Liberating Lawyers: Divergent Parallels in INTRUDER IN THE DUST and TO KILL A 
MOCKINGBIRD, 49 DUKE LAW JOURNAL 601 (1999). 
 
Lucifer’s Fiasco: Lawyers, Liars, and L’Affaire Lewinsky, 68 FORDHAM LAW REVIEW 567 
(1999). 
 
Unsettled Standing: Who (Else) Should Enforce the Duties of Charitable Fiduciaries? 23 
JOURNAL OF CORPORATION LAW 655 (1998).  
 
Theories of the Federal Income Tax Exemption for Charities: Thesis, Antithesis, and Synthesis, 
27 STETSON LAW REVIEW 395 (1997). 
 
A Dissenter's Commentary on the Professionalism Crusade, 74 TEXAS LAW REVIEW 259 (1995). 
 
How the Butler Was Made to Do It: The Perverted Professionalism of THE REMAINS OF THE 
DAY, 105 YALE LAW JOURNAL 177 (1995).  
 
How the Butler Was Made to Do It: The Perverted Professionalism of THE REMAINS OF THE 
DAY, 8 ST. THOMAS LAW REVIEW 199 (1995).  
 

http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=1159804
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=333461
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=248851
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=248851
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=220371
http://www.law.fsu.edu/journals/lawreview/downloads/271/Atki.pdf
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=237406
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=237406
http://law2.fordham.edu/publications/articles/500flspub11817.pdf


Neutral Partisan Lawyering and International Human Rights Violators, 17 FORDHAM 
INTERNATIONAL LAW JOURNAL 531 (1994).  
 
A Dissenter's Commentary on the Professionalism Crusade,  20 SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY: 
BUSINESS, JOURNALISM, LAW, MEDICINE 16 (1994). 
 
Reforming Cy Pres Reform, 44 HASTINGS LAW JOURNAL 1111 (1993). 
 
Beyond the New Role Morality for Lawyers, 51 MARYLAND LAW REVIEW 853 (1992). 
 
Altruism in Nonprofit Organizations, 31 BOSTON COLLEGE LAW REVIEW 501 (1990).  
 
Impact of the 1986 Tax Reform Act on Exempt Organizations, 66 JOURNAL OF TAXATION 344 
(1987) (with Carolyn P. Chiechi and Miriam Galston). 
 
Third Parties' Tax Exempt Status Can Be Challenged According to New Decisions, 63 JOURNAL 
OF TAXATION 166 (1985). 
 
Book Reviews: 
 
Book Review, 33 NONPROFIT AND VOLUNTARY SECTOR QUARTERLY 161 (2004) (reviewing 
Evelyn Brody, ed., PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTIONS FOR CHARITIES: MAPPING THE BATTLEFIELD 
(Urban Institute Press, 2002.))     
 
Lawyering in Law’s Republic: Reviewing THE PRACTICE OF JUSTICE: A THEORY OF LAWYERS’ 
ETHICS, 85 VIRGINIA LAW REVIEW 1505 (1999). 
 
Other Publications: 
 
Comment on Steven Lubet, “Reconstructing Atticus Finch,” 97 MICHIGAN LAW REVIEW 1370 
(1999). 
 
Lawyers and Liberation: Divergent Parallels in INTRUDER IN THE DUST and TO KILL A 
MOCKINGBIRD,  FSU LAW, Winter 1997, at 18. 
 
REFORMING CY PRES REFORM (Yale Program on Non-Profit Organizations, Working Paper No. 
184, 1992).  
 
ALTRUISM IN NONPROFIT ORGANIZATIONS (Yale Program on Non-Profit Organizations, Working 
Paper No. 145, 1989). 
 
 


