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— Donald J. Weidner, Dean and Alumni Centennial Professor

Business sophistication: 
It’s what we do.



Core Business and Tax Faculty 

Kelli A. Alces, the Loula Fuller and Dan Myers Professor, formerly practiced with 
Gardner, Carton & Douglas in Chicago.
Bankruptcy, Corporations, Property, Securities Regulation

S E L E C T  R E C E N T  P U B L I C A T I O N S :

Beyond the Board of Directors, 46 Wake Forest L. Rev. _ (forthcoming 2011)

Revisiting Berle and Rethinking the Corporate Structure, 23 Seattle U. L. Rev. 787 (2010) 
(symposium)

The Equity Trustee, 42 Ariz. St. L. Rev. 717 (2010)

Debunking the Corporate Fiduciary Myth, 35 J. Corp. L. 239 (2009)

Strategic Governance, 50 Ariz. L. Rev. 1053 (2008)
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Joseph M. Dodge, the Stearns Weaver Miller Weissler Alhadeff 
& Sitterson Professor, is one of the nation’s leading tax experts.
Estate and Gift Tax, Gratuitous Transfers,  
International Taxation, Taxation

S E L E C T  R E C E N T  P U B L I C A T I O N S :

Federal Taxes on Gratuitous Transfers: Law and 
Planning (with Bridget J. Crawford & Wendy C. Gerzog) 
(Aspen 2011) 

The Story of Glenshaw Glass: Towards a Modern Concept of Gross 
Income, in Tax Stories (Paul Caron, editor) (2d ed., Foundation 
Press 2009) 

Are Gift Demand Loans of Tangible Property Subject to the Gift Tax?,
30 Va. Tax Rev. 181 (2010)

Replacing the Estate Tax with a Re-Imagined Accessions Tax, 60 
Hastings L.J. 997 (2009)

What Federal Taxes Are Subject to the Rule of Apportionment, 11 U. 
Pa. J. Const. L. 839 (2009)
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Core Business and Tax Faculty 
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Dino Falaschetti, an associate professor of law and economics, 
previously served the Executive Office of the President as a 
Senior Economist for the Council of Economic Advisers.
Corporate Finance, Corporations, Economic Regulation of Business, 
Law and Economics of Insurance

S E L E C T  R E C E N T  P U B L I C A T I O N S :

Dodd-Frank Puts New Risk in Business, Fed Decision-Making, 
BLOOMBERG GOV’T (January 31, 2011)

SEC v. Goldman Sachs: Political-Legal Risks and Economic 
Strategies for Litigators and Transaction Planners, ECONOMISTS INK: 
A BRIEF ANALYSIS OF POLICY AND LITIGATION (Spring 2010)

An Information Market Proposal for Regulating Systemic Risk (with 
Matthew Beville & Michael J. Orlando), 12 U. Pa. J. Bus L. 849 
(2010) 

Auditor Independence and the Quality of Information in Financial 
Disclosures:  Evidence for Market Discipline vs. Sarbanes-Oxley 
Proscriptions (with James Brown & Michael Orlando), 12 Am. L. 
& Econ. Rev. 39 (2010) 

Shareholder Democracy and Corporate Governance, 28 Rev. of 
Banking & Fin. L. 553 (2009)
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Core Business and Tax Faculty 

Steve R. Johnson, the University Professor, practiced law with 
Willkie Farr & Gallagher and the Internal Revenue Service.
Administrative Law, Business Planning,  
Statutory Interpretation, Taxation

S E L E C T  R E C E N T  P U B L I C A T I O N S :

Civil Tax Procedure (with Jerome Borison & David 
Richardson) (LexisNexis) (3d ed. forthcoming 2012)

A Modest Proposal to Improve Tax Compliance: Means-Testing the 
‘Reliance’ Penalty Defense, 9 Fla. Tax Rev. _ (forthcoming 2012)

Mayo and the Future of Tax Regulations, 130 Tax Notes 1547 
(2011)

Intermountain and the Growing Importance of Administrative Law 
in Tax, 128 Tax Notes 837 (August 23, 2010)

An IRS Duty of Consistency: The Failure of Common Law Making 
and a Proposed Statutory Solution, 77 Tenn. L. Rev. 563 (2010)
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Jeffrey H. Kahn, the Larson Professor, practiced tax law at the 
Chicago office of McDermott, Will & Emery.
Corporate Tax, Taxation, Torts

S E L E C T  R E C E N T  P U B L I C A T I O N S :

Principles of Corporate Income Taxation (with Douglas 
Kahn & Terrence Ferris) (Thomson/West 2010) 

Corporate Income Taxation (with Douglas Kahn & Jeffrey 
Lehman) (6th ed. Thomson/West 2009) 

Free Rider: A Justification for Mandatory Medical Insurance Under 
Health Care Reform?, 109 Mich. L. Rev. First Impressions 
(2011)

Hedging the IRS - A Policy Justification for Excluding Liability and 
Tax Insurance Proceeds, 26 Yale J. on Reg. 1 (2009) 

Justifying the Exclusion of Insurance, 125 Tax Notes 1216 (2009)
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Manuel A. Utset, Jr., the Charles W. Ehrhardt Professor, 
practiced corporate law in New York with Sullivan & Cromwell.
Behavioral Law and Economics, Corporations, Game Theory 
& Business Ethics, Financial Regulation, Law and Economics, 
Securities Regulation

S E L E C T  R E C E N T  P U B L I C A T I O N S :

Time-Inconsistent Preferences and Venture Capital Contracting, in 
Handbook of Venture Capital and Private Equity 
(Oxford University Press) (forthcoming 2012) 

Procrastination and the Law, in The Thief Of Time: 
Philosophical Essays on Procrastination (Oxford 
University Press 2009)

Time-Inconsistent Boards and the Risk of Repeated Misconduct, in 
Corporate Boards: Managers of Risk, Sources of Risk 
(Wiley-Blackwell 2009)

Complex Financial Institutions and Systemic Risk, 45 Ga. L. Rev. 
779 (2011)

Is Cap & Trade Fair to the Poor?  Short-Sighted Households and the 
Timing of Consumption Taxes (with Brian Galle), 78 Geo. Wash. 
L. Rev. 33 (2010)
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Frederick M. Abbott
Edward Ball Eminent Scholar
International Business Transactions, International Trade Law,  
Patent and Trademark Law

A former partner at Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman, 
Professor Abbott is a leading figure on international intellectual 
property transactions. In particular, he is one of the world’s 
leading experts on the global pharmaceutical industry and access 
to medicines.

Shawn J. Bayern
Assistant Professor
Contracts, Corporations, Torts

Professor Bayern’s research focuses on common-law issues, 
primarily in contracts, torts and corporate law. He has recently 
written articles criticizing formalism and economic 
simplifications of the law.

Curtis Bridgeman
James Edmund & Margaret Elizabeth Hennessey Corry 
Professor and Associate Dean for Academic Affairs
Commercial Law, Contracts, Corporations, Jurisprudence,  
Philosophy of Private Law, Secured Transactions 

Professor Bridgeman’s scholarship explores the structure and 
philosophy of contracts, commercial and bankruptcy law. He has 
written about contract formalism, the specification of rules of 
contract law, and the role of planning and practical reasoning in 
contract law. In addition to a law degree, he has a Ph.D. in 
Philosophy.

Other Law Faculty Teaching Business Courses
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Tahirih V. Lee
Associate Professor
China Trade Simulation, International Business Transactions, 
International Trade Simulation

A holder of a Ph.D. in Chinese History, Professor Lee’s 
research and relationships in China have led to our China Trade 
Simulation and International Trade Simulation courses.

Murat C. Mungan
Visiting Assistant Professor
Antitrust Law

Professor Mungan has published numerous economics articles, 
including articles in the Journal of Public Economic Theory, the 
Supreme Court Economic Review, the Journal of Institutional and 
Theoretical Economics and the International Review of Law and 
Economics. In addition to a law degree, he has a Ph.D. in 
Economics.

Donald J. Weidner
Dean and Alumni Centennial Professor
Agency and Partnership, Property, Real Estate Finance

A recognized authority on partnerships, fiduciary duties and 
real estate finance, Dean Weidner is co-author of The Revised 
Uniform Partnership Act (West Group 2011). He has written 
extensively on the taxation of partnerships and of real estate 
transactions.
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Select Students

About Our Students

Ryan Chesnut (3L)
� While earning a bachelor’s degree in finance from Ohio State 

University, participated in a student group that manages 

approximately $15 million of the university’s endowment 

fund

� Clerked at the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission 

through the Summer Honors Program

� Serves as a judicial intern for the chief judge at the U.S. 

Bankruptcy Court, Northern District of Florida

Lindsay Collins (3L)
� Business Administration major at the University of North 

Carolina - Wilmington (graduated cum laude)

� Earned her MBA in May 2011 and finishing her JD as part 

of the joint-degree program in law and business; held a 

graduate assistantship at the College of Business Jim Moran 

Institute

� Works as a legislative intern for the Florida House of 

Representatives Economic Affairs Committee, where she is 

very involved in gambling legislation
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Sam Jabr (3L)
� Was a sales manager with a Fortune 500 company — 

Standard Pacific Homes — for four years after earning a 

bachelor’s degree from Arizona State University

� Co-founder of Galoobeth Games LLC, a company that 

creates video game applications for Apple devices

� Plans to complete the joint-degree program in law and 

business in three years and has a graduate assistantship at the 

College of Business
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Yanique Otto-Leslie (2L)
� Founded and grew a business that generated in excess of  

$1 million in sales for two consecutive years

� Served as director of operations for the largest paper company 

in her native country of Jamaica

� Clerked at Carlton Fields in Miami the summer after her 

1L year and will clerk next summer at Gunster, Yoakley & 

Stewart, P.A. in Ft. Lauderdale, where she hopes to primarily 

work in the corporate department

11B U S I N E S S  A N D  T A X  L A W



Key Offerings in Business and Finance

Accounting and the Law

Antitrust Law

Bankruptcy

Behavioral Law and Economics

Business, Economics and 

Tax Law Research

Business Planning

Business Transactions: 

Drafting and Bargaining

China Trade Simulation

Closely Held Business Organizations

Commercial Paper

Condominium and 

Community Housing Law

Construction Law

Consumer Law

Copyright Law

Corporate Finance

Corporate Law and Finance

Corporate Reorganization

Corporate Tax

Corporations

Cyber Law

Empirical Methods for Lawyers

Energy Law and Policy

Federal Securities 

Litigation Seminar

Financial Regulation

Game Theory & 

Business Ethics Seminar

Global Regulation of the 

Pharmaceutical Sector

Insurance Law

International Aspects of 

Intellectual Property

International Business Transactions

International Trade Law and Policy

International Trade Simulation

Land Transfer

Law and Economics

Law and Economics of Insurance

Law and Economics Seminar

Mergers & Acquisitions

Partnership Tax

Patent and Trademark Law

Real Estate Finance

Sales and Leases

Secured Transactions

Securities Regulation

Tax Policy Seminar

Taxation

Taxation of Mergers and Reorganizations

White Collar Crime

We are soon to offer a certificate program in business.

12 F L O R I D A  S T A T E  L A W 



Select Business Alumni

James Bacchus (’79) is chair of the global practice group at 
Greenberg Traurig, LLP, where he focusses his practice on 
international trade, international investment and other 
international business issues. He also is former chairman of the 
Appellate Body of the World Trade Organization.

Christi R. Adams (’01) is a partner in the Orlando office of Foley 
& Lardner LLP, where she is a member of the firm’s consumer 
financial services practice and trade secret/noncompete specialty 
practice. She has first chair experience representing Fortune 100 
companies.

Fred Karlinsky (’92) is a shareholder at Colodny, Fass, Talenfeld, 
Karlinsky & Abate and one of the nation’s leading insurance 
regulatory law practitioners.

Sheila M. McDevitt (’78) is of counsel with Akerman Senterfitt 
LLP’s corporate practice and former senior vice president-general 
counsel and chief legal officer for TECO Energy, Inc.

Peggy Rolando (’78) is a partner at Shutts & Bowen LLP and a 
national expert in condominium and real estate finance, with 
emphasis on multi-use projects.

11/2011



CO
LL

EG
E 

O
F 

LA
W

F
L

O
R

I
D

A
 S

T
A

T
E

 U
N

I
V

E
R

S
I

T
Y

4
2

5
 W

E
S

T
 J

E
F

F
E

R
S

O
N

 S
T

R
E

E
T

T
A

L
L

A
H

A
S

S
E

E
, 

F
L

 3
2

3
0

6
-

1
6

0
1

w
w

w
.l

a
w

.f
su

.e
d

u

N
O

N
P

R
O

FI
T 

O
R

G
U

S
 P

O
S

TA
G

E
P
A

ID
TA

LL
A

H
A

S
S

E
E

, 
FL

P
E

R
M

IT
 #

5
5

“F
lo

ri
d

a 
S

ta
te

 L
aw

 g
iv

es
 s

tu
de

nt
s 

th
e 

ba
ck

gr
ou

nd
 t

o 

be
 s

op
h

is
ti

ca
te

d
 b

us
in

es
s 

la
w

ye
rs

. Th
e 

la
w

 s
ch

oo
l’s

 

pr
og

ra
m

 h
el

ps
 t

h
em

 u
nd

er
st

an
d

 t
h

e 
w

or
ld

 o
f 

bu
si

ne
ss

, fi
n

an
ce

 a
nd

 t
ra

n
sa

ct
io

n
s,

 a
nd

 n
ot

 s
im

pl
y 

th
e 

le
tt

er
 o

f 
th

e 
la

w
.”

 

—
 J

ef
f 

S
to

op
s 

(’
8

4)
, 

P
re

si
de

nt
, 

C
hi

ef
 E

xe
cu

ti
ve

 O
ffi

ce
r 

an
d 

a 
di

re
ct

or
  

of
 S

B
A

 C
om

m
un

ic
at

io
ns

 C
or

po
ra

ti
on


