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STRAIGHT BASELINES: THE FAEROES 

The Government of Denmark has decreed on A p r i l  24, 1963 rev ised s t r a i g h t  basel ines t o  e n c i r c l e  
the Faeroe Is lands.  The decree, which came i n t o  e f f e c t  on March 12, 1964, n u l l i f i e d  a 1959 law 
which had also def ined s t r a i g h t  basel ines.  The cur ren t  l i n e s  extend the i n t e r n a l  waters o f  the  
Faeroes along both the east  and n o r t h  coasts o f  the is lands.  

The 1963 decree i s  as fo l lows:  

Prime M i n i s t e r ' s  Department Decree No. 156 
of Apr11-24 9 1963 

Decree Amending t k D e c r e e  Respecting the Fishery Pat ro l  i n  
Sea S u r r o w t h e  Faeroe- I sl ands 

We, Freder ic  I X ,  by God's Grace King o f  Denmark, e t c .  e tc ,  make known: 

There i s  hereby decreed the f o l l o w i n g  amendment o f  Sec. 1 o f  Decree No. 29 o f  
February 27, 1903, respect ing the prov is ions designed t o  regu la te  the  f i s h e r y  p a t r o l  i n  the 
sea surrounding the Faeroe Islarids, as regards the area o f  the sea surrounding the Faeroe 
Is lands where f i s h e r y  i s  e x c l u s i v e l y  reserved t o  the Faeroese and o ther  Danish na t iona ls :  

Sect ion 1 .  The boundary w i t h i n  which on ly  Faeroese and o ther  Danish na t iona ls  s h a l l  
be author ized t o  engage i n  f i s h i n g ,  s h a l l  be a l i n e  12 naut ica l  mi les from the base l i n e s  
described i n  par. 2, drawn as shown on the map adjoined as an annex t o  the present Decree. 

Paragraph 2. The base l i n e s  r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  par.  1, are drawn between the fo l low ing  
13 po in ts  and cons is t  o f  s t r a i g h t  l i n e s ,  except f o r  the l i n e  between p o i n t  13 and p o i n t  1, 
which fo l lows the contour o f  the 'land. 

Po in t  1 Westernmost p o i n t  on Plunken G1"20'(15'': il., 6O39'(42' ' )  W. 

Po in t  2 Dry rock o f f  Farnara Lighthouse Glo28'(30") W ,  6 " 5 1 ' ( 5 5 " )  W ,  

Poin t  3 Westernmost dry  rock o f f  Yyggenaes G25051(47 '1 )  , 7°40'(52'1) W. 

Poin t  4 3ry rock WNW o f  Myggenaes Lighthouse 62"05'(53"! N 7O40'(43'') W .  

Poin t  5 h y  rock o f f  Myl ing 62"18'(16") f l , ,  7 " 1 2 ' ( 3 2 " )  W .  

Poin t  6 Westernmost p o i n t  o f  F les  fie o f  Kadlur 62°221(22'') N., 6 "47 ' (51 " )  W. 

P o i n t  7 Dry rock N o f  Enniberg 62"23' (41 " >  N., 6'33' (16") W. 

Po in t  8 Po in t  011 N s i d e  o f  Fugloy 62"21 ' ( 1 5 " )  N. , 6"17 ' (32 ' ' )  W ,  

(irlyki nes ) Lighthouse 

, Poin t  9 Po in t  on NE s ide o f  Fuglay 62"20 ' (36")  N., 6 *14 ' (53 ' ' )  W. 

Po in t  10 Easternmost p o i n t  o f  Bispen E. o f  Fugloy 62"20'(24")  N., 6 "14 ' (30" )  W. 

Po in t  11 Easternmost p o i n t  on Fleserne near 62"20'(24") h . ,  6°391(041') W. 
Mun ken 

Po in t  12  Southernmost p o i n t  on Fleserne 61"2Cl'(20") N . ,  6*39'(08'') W. 

Po in t  13 Southeasternmost p o i n t  on Munken 61"20'(15")  N., 6"39'(36") W .  

Paragraph 3. The geographical pos i t ions  r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  paragraph 2 are a l l  taken from 
the Danish n a u t i c a l  char t  No. 80, e d i t i o n  o f  1955. 
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Points  Length Comments 

11 - 12 1 .o Closing the s t r a i g h t  base1 ines on the south. 

(naut ica l  wiles 

12 - 13 .25 

. I  

Tota l  163.00 n a u t i c a l  m i  1 es 

Follows coast r a t h e r  tnan an SBL segment. -- 13 - 1 
L 

* The so-ca l led archipelago p r i n c i p l e ,  which i s  n o t  recognized under i n t e r n a t i o n a l  law, has 
been u t i l i z e d  t o  d e l i m i t  the Faeroese s t r a i g h t  basel ines.  

The t h i r t e e n  s t r a i g h t  basel ines segments have- a t o t a l  leng th  o f  163.0 n a u t i c a l  m i les .  They 
Two of the vary from .1 t o  60.8 n a u t i c a l  mi les i n  length  w i t h  an average of 12.53 n a u t i c a l  miles. 

segments (44.0 and 60.8 n a u t i c a l  m i l e s )  exceed 24 n a u t i c a l  mi les;  f i v e  measure 1 m i l e  or less i n  
length.  

The r a t i o  o f  water t o  land enclosed by the Faeroese s t r a i g h t  basel ines i s  less  than 2:1. 
I n  contrast ,  the case o f  the Norwegian s t r a i g h t  basel ines example, the r a t i o  was 3 . 5 ~ .  




