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STRAIGHT BASELINES: SAUDI ARABIA 

The Government o f  Saudi Arabia published i n  the O f f i c i a l  Gazette (u rn  al-Qura), 
No. 1706 o f  February 21, 1958 a royal  decree creat ing s t r a i g h t  baselines f o r  the 
coasts o f  the Kingdom. No o f f i c i a l  charts, however, have been published d e t a i l i n g  
the pos i t ions o f  the s t r a i g h t  baselines. 
decree, i t  i s  impossible t o  p l o t  the decree l i n e s  w i t h  any degree o f  accuracy on a 
chart.  As a resu l t ,  no map accompanies t h i s  study although a b r i e f  discussion o f  
possible 1 i m i  t s  has been added. 

Due t o  the p a r t i c u l a r  language o f  the 

Royal Decree No. 33 o f  February 16, 1958 states:  

With the help o f  God Almighty; 

We, Sa'ud i b n  'Abd a l - 'Az i z  A1 Sa'ud, King o f  Saudi Arabia; 

I n  accordance w i t h  the d i c ta tes  o f  the pub l i c  i n te res t ;  

Have decreed as fo l lows: 

A r t i c l e  1. For the purposes o f  t h i s  decree, 

a. The term "naut ical  mi le"  i s  the equivalent o f  1,852 meters; 

b. The term ''bay" includes any i n l e t ,  lagoon o r  other arm 
o f  the sea;* 

The term " is land" includes any i s l e t ,  reef, rock, o r  
permanent a r t i f i c i a l  s t ructure n o t  submerged a t  lowest 
low t i de ;  ** 
The term "shoal '  denotes an area covered by shallow water, 
a p a r t  o f  which i s  no t  submerged a t  lowest low t i ed ;  

The term "coast" r e f e r s  t o  the coasts o f  the Red Sea, the 
Gulf  o f  'Aqabah, and the Persian Gulf. 

c. 

d. 

e. 

A r t i c l e  2. The t e r r i t o r i a l  sea o f  the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, as we l l  
as the a i r  space above and the t e r r i t o r i a l  sea bed and the subsoil  
beneath are under the sovereignty o f  the Kingdom, subject  t o  the 
establ jshed ru les o f  i n te rna t i ona l  law. 

*The term "in1et"renders two Arabic words used i n  the o r i g i n a l  t ex t :  
(Sharm) , which I s  used i n  the Red Sea, and (Khaur) , which i s  used i n  
the Persian Gulf. 

**The term 'IreePrenders two Arabic words used i n  the o r i g i n a l  text :  
(Fasht), which i s  used i n  the Persian Gulf, and (Shi 'b) ,  which i s  
used i n  the Red Sea. 
d i f f e r e n t  types o f  i n t e r m i t t e n t l y  submerged obstacles, not  proper ly 
t o  be rendered as "bar", the common term fo r  which i n  the Persian 
Gul f  i s  (Hidd). 

The terms (Qut 'ah) and (Qassar) denote two 
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A r t i c l e  3 .  The in land waters o f  the Kingdom include: 

a. The waters o f  the bays along the coasts o f  the Kingdom o f  
Saudi Arabia; 

b. The waters above and landward from any shoal not  more than 
twelve naut ica l  mi les from the mainland o r  from a Saudi 
Arabi an i s l  and 

c. The waters between the mainland and a Saudi Arabian is land 
not more than twelve naut ica l  mi les from the mainland; 

d, The waters between Saudi Arabian is lands not  f a r t h e r  apart 
than twelve naut ica l  miles. 

A r t i c l e  4. The t e r r i t o r i a l  sea o f  the Kingdom o f  Saudi Arabia l i e s  
outside the in land waters o f  the Kingdom and extends seaward f o r  a 
distance o f  twelve naut ica l  miles. 

A r t i c l e  5. The fo l lowing are the base-lines from which the t e r r i t o r i a l  
sea o f  the Kingdom o f  Saudia Arabia i s  measured: 

a. Where the mainland o r  the shore o f  an is land i s  f u l l y  exposed 
t o  the open sea, the lowest low-water mark on the shore; 

b. Where a bay confronts the open sea, l i n e s  drawn from headland 
t o  headland across the mouth o f  the bay; 

c. Where a shoal i s  s i tuated not  more than twelve naut ica l  miles 
from the mainland o r  from a Saudi Arabian island, l i n e s  drawn 
from the mainland or  the is land and along the outer edge o f  
the shoal; 

d. Where a p o r t  o r  harbor confronts the open sea, l i n e s  drawn 
along the seaward side o f  the outermost works o f  the p o r t  o r  
harbor and between such works; 

e. Where an is land i s  not  more than twelve naut ica l  miles from 
the mainland, l i n e s  drawn from the mainland and along the 
outer shores o f  the island; 

f. Where there i s  an is land group which may be connected by l i n e s  
not  more than twelve naut ica l  miles long, o f  which the is land 
nearest t o  the mainland i s  not  more than twelve naut ical  
miles from the mainland, l i n e s  drawn from the mainland and 
along the outer shores o f  a l l  the is lands o f  the group i f  the 
is lands form a chain, o r  along the outer shores o f  the outermost 
is lands o f  the group i f  the islands do not form a chain; 

g. Where there i s  an is land group which may be connected by l i n e s  
not  more than twelve naut ica l  mi les long, l i n e s  drawn along 
the shore o f  a l l  the is lands of the group i f  the is lands form 
a chain, o r  along the outer shores of the outermost is lands o f  
the group i f  the is lands do not form a chain. 
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A r t i c l e  6. 
w i t h  the provis ions o f  t h i s  decree leaves an area o f  high sea wholly 
surrounded by the t e r r i t o r i a l  sea and extending no t  more than twelve 
naut ica l  mi les i n  any d i rect ion,  such area s h a l l  form p a r t  o f  the 
t e r r i t o r i a l  sea. The same r u l e  s h a l l  apply t o  a pronounced pocket 
o f  h igh sea which may be wholly enclosed by drawing a s ing le  s t r a i g h t  
l i n e  not  more than twelve naut ica l  mi les long. 

A r t i c l e  7. I f  the t e r r i t o r i a l  sea measured from the base-lines f i x e d  
by A r t i c l e  5 o f  the decree be overlapped by the waters o f  another 
state,  boundaries w i l l  be determined by our Government i n  agreement 
w i t h  t h a t  s ta te  i n  accordance w i t h  equi table p r i nc ip le .  

A r t i c l e  8. To assure compliance w i t h  the laws o f  the Kingdom r e l a t i n g  
t o  secur i ty,  navigation, f i s c a l  and sani tary  matters, maritime 
surve i l lance covers a contiguous zone outside the t e r r i t o r i a l  sea, 
extending f o r  a distance o f  s i x  naut ica l  mi les i n  addi t ion t o  the 
twelve naut ica l  mi les measured from the base-lines o f  the t e r r i t o r i a l  
sea, i n  accordance w i t h  A r t i c l e  5 o f  t h i s  decree. 

A r t i c l e  9. The provis ions o f  t h i s  decree sha l l  not  a f f e c t  the r i g h t s  
o t  the Ki'ngdm w i t h  respect t o  f ish ing.  

I f  the measurement o f  the t e r r i t o r i a l  sea i n  accordance 

A r t i c l e  10. 
corresponding t o  28 May 1949 i s  revoked. 

A r t i c l e  11. Our Ministers o f  Foreign A f fa i r s ,  I n t e r i o r ,  Finance, and 
Health are charged w i t h  the execution o f  t h i s  decree, each w i t h  
regard t o  the provis ions concerning him. 

Decree No. 6/4/5/3711* promulgated on 1 Sha'ban 1368 

A r t i c l e  12. This decree s h a l l  come i n t o  e f f e c t  as o f  the date o f  i t s  
pub l i ca t i on  i n  the O f f i c i a l  Gazette. 

* The o r i g i n a l  Arabic shows "Decree No. 6/5/4/3711;O which i s  i n  er ror .  

ANALYSIS 

Several unusual features occur i n  the Saudi decree. A "bay1', f o r  example, does 

According t o  the decree a "bay" includes a i n l e t ,  
no t  have t o  meet the semi -c i r cu la r i t y  requirement o r  the 24-nautical mi les c los ing 
l i m i t  o f  the Geneva Convention. 
lagoon or arm o f  the sea.l 
Geneva Convention on the T e r r i t o r i a l  Sea and the Contiguous Zone. 

below lowest low water. By t h i s  d e f i n i t i o n  "drying rocks" o r  even "rocks awash" 
q u a l i f y  as is lands which may be u t i l i z e d  f o r  the measurement o f  the t e r r i t o r i a l  sea o r  

I t  should be noted t h a t  Saudi Arabia i s  no t  a par ty  t o  the 

Secondly, the term " is land",  as used i n  the decree, re fe rs  t o  any e levat ion not  

1. The language o f  the Decree i s  near ly i d e n t i c a l  w i t h  t h a t  o f  the Egyptian 
Decree o f  1951. 
Repu b l  i c . See I B S  - Series A, No. 22 -- S t ra igh t  Baselines: United Arab 






