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STRAIGHT BASELINES : MOZAISBINJE 

The Government of Portugal, on August 22 ,  1966, published Law No. 2130 on the 
terr i tor ia l  sea of the s ta te  and the overseas provinces. 
fol 1 ows : 

The text of the law i s  as 

LAW OF THE SEA - 
POPTUGDL 
LAU 2 1 30 

In the name of the Y a t i o n ,  the National Assembly decrees and I 
promulqate the followinq law: 

Base I 

1. The normal base l ine from which the width of the terr i tor ia l  
sea i s  measured i s  defined by the low-tide line alnno the coast, 
as i t  i s  indicated i n  maritime maps officially recoqnized for 
this purnose by the Portuquese State. 

2 .  
will be drawn b,y the Portuouese State in accordance w i t h  International 
Law and nublished in a snecial decree. 

The closinq between points on i t s  coast and straiqht base lines 

Base I 1  

1.  
t o  innocent uassaqe throuqh i t r  terr i tor ia l  sea, with the 1 imitations 
Drovided by International Law. 

The Portuauese State recognizes the riqht of shins of all  States 

2 .  Passaqe i s  not  innocent t o  the extent t h a t  i t  threatens either 
directly o r  indirectly the peace, order,  or security o f  the Portuguese 
State, and specifically when a ship,: 

( a )  does not  identify i tself  by name and flaq when asked t o ;  

( b )  beinq a submarine, does n o t  navigate a t  normal surface 
level with i t s  flaq hoisted; 

( c )  
o r  force majeure requiring i t ;  

stops o r  anchors w i t h o u t  a normal naviqational reason 

( d )  by i t s  oroceedinqs, i t s  objectives, the nature of i t s  
cargo,  the people on board,  o r  f o r  any other reasons does not 
meet t.he standards of Portuquese law which qovern jurisdiction 
within the terr i  tori a1 sea. 

Base I 1 1  

The Portuguese State exercises i n  the hiqh sea zone contiquous t o  
i t s  terr i tor ia l  sea, up to twelve miles from the base l ine,  powers 
clranted by international law a n d  specifically the control necessary: 
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( a )  t o  prevent and ston infractions of customs, f iscal ,  sanitation, 
or immigration laws i n  i t s  territory o r  i n  i t s  terr i tor ia l  sea; 

( b )  t o  quarantee, i n  case of emeroency or when national security 
i s  believed threatened, i t s  legitimate defense as permitted by 
International Law. 

Base IV 

When no aqreement t o  the contrary exists with a State whose coasts 
are adjacent o r  facinq those of the Portuquese State, the limit of the 
terr i tor ia l  sea o r  contiquous zone will not qo beyond the median line 
in which al l  nnints are equidistant from the nearest noints alonq the 
base lines from which the terr i tor ia l  sea of each of the two States are 
measured. 

ease V 

1 .  I J i t h o u t  nrejudice t o  historical riqhts, conventions, and 
international aqreements , the Portuquese State exercises exc 
rights and jurisdiction over fishinrl matters in the high sea 
t o  i t s  terr i tor ia l  sea un  t o  twelve Tiles from the base line 

2 .  In the zone between six and twelve miles from the base 1 

-- 
other 
usive fishing 
zones adjacent 
of t h a t  sea. 

ne of 
terr i tor ia l  sea, i t  i s  incumbent upon the Portuquese State t o  requ 
fishinrt a n d  enforce such requlations, as lonq as they do not  discr 
aqainst foreign shim which have a r i g h t  t o  fish in this zone. 

3 .  The outer limits of the fishinrr zones established i n  this Base 
be reconciled w i t h  the provisions of the preceedinq f3ase. 

i t s  
ate 
m i  na t e  

will 

Let i t  be wblished and i t s  nrovisions carried ou t .  

Government of the Renublic, Auqust 2 2 ,  1966 -- Americo Deus 
Rodriclues Thomat. 

The law nermitted the construction of bay-closinq lines o r  straight baselines 
by a la ter  law or decree. On June 27,  1967, Decree Law No. 47,771 was issued by the 
Ministry of the Navy. The sections applicable t o  Yozambique are as follows: 1 

Decree-Law No. 47,771 

IL!hereas i t  has become necessary t o  define straiqht closinq lines and 
baselines t o  supplement the baseline for the continental Eurooean coast 
and the coasts of the Provinces of Guinea, Anqola, and Mozambique 
established in Section I ,  Article 1 ,  of Law No. 2130 of Auqust 22,  1966; 

By virtue of Section I ,  Article 2 ,  thereof; 

By virtue of the au tho r i ty  conferred under Article 109 ( 2 )  ( 1 )  of 
the Constitution, the Government decrees and I hereby oromulqate the 
folloning law: 

!-A, No. 27 - Straiqht Baselines: 
Portugal , for the ful l  text of the law. 
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A r t i c l e  1 

Alonq the cont inenta l  European coas t  and the coas t  o f  the Provinces 
o f  Guinea. Anqola. and Vozambique. the normal base l ine  f o r  measuring 
the breadth of the t e r r i t o r i a l  sea .  e s t ab l i shed  i n  Sect ion I o f  Law No . 
213C. s h a l l  be simnlemented by the s t r a i q h t  c los inq  l i n e s  and base l ines  
def ined by the noin ts  whose qeoqraohic coord ina tes  a r e  contained i n  the 
followinq t a b l e s :  

... 
( 4 )  S t r a i q h t  c los inq  l ines and base l ines  supnlementina the normal 

base1 i ne i n  Mozambique : 

Poin ts  La t i tude  S . Lonqitude E . 

Cab0 Delqado ........................... 10" 41 ' 24" 40" 313' 54'' 
I l h a  Tecomani .......................... 10" 45'  24" 40" 40 '  22" 
I lha  Ronqui ............................ 10" 50' O R "  40" 41' 38" 
I l h a  Vamizi ............................. 11" 00' 50" doo 43' 53" 
I lha  Ouero-Yiuni ....................... 11" 4 1 '  30" 40" 39' 12" 
I lha  Medjumbi .......................... 11" 4 9 '  09" 40" 38' 03" 
I lha  'luerimba .......................... 12" 2 7 '  99" 40" 3R' 40" 
Ponta do Diabo ......................... 12" 4 5 '  48" 40" 38' 09" 
Ponta ?.?ambane ......................... 12" 58' 32" 49" 36' 02" 

( l o )  Ponta Hetamnia ......................... 14" 91 '  24"  10" 35' 42" 
(11) Point  N . da nonta Conune ............... 14" 10' 39" 11.0" 44' 06" 

( 1 2 )  Point  E . of lower end baixo. da Pinda ... 14" 13 '  52" 40" 47' 49" 
(13)  Ponta Relamzano ........................ 14" 27'  43" 40" 50' 55" 

(14)  I l h a  Quitamonha ....................... 14" 51' 15" A g o  50'  04" 
(15)  I lha  In jaca  ............................ 15" W o  12" 40" 48' 17" 
(16)  I lha  de Goa ............................ 15" (73' 14" 40" 47' 33" 
(17)  I l h a  de Sena ........................... 15" '75' 12" 47" 46'  37" 
(18)  Farol de Infusse  ....................... 15" 29 '  42" 40" 33' 54" 
(19)  I l h a  de "lafamede ....................... 16" 21' 32, " 40" 02' 45" 

( 2 1 )  I l h a  Caldeira  .......................... 16" 34' 12" 39" 4 3 '  52" 

(23)  I lha  Epidendron ........................ 17" 05' 54" 39" 98' 12"  

(20)  I l h a  Puqa-Puqa ......................... 16" 27' 36" 39" 57' 12" 

( 2 2 )  I l h a  de lloma ........................... 16" 49" $4' '  39" 31' 52"  

(24)  I lha  Casuarina ......................... 17" fJ7' 52" 39" 05' 23" 
(25)  I lha  do Foqo ........................... 17" 14 '  58" 35" 52' 47" 
(26)  I l h a  Ouisungo .......................... 17" 19' 40" 33" 05'  15" 

(27)  Poin t  N . E .  da ponta Padj in i  ............ 25" 17 '  12" 33" 19' 20" 
(28)  Cab0 Inhaca ............................ 25" 59' 10" 32" 59 '  40" 

_I . ...-___.. . 










