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This paper i s  one of a series issued by The Geographer, Bureau of Intelligence and 
Research o f  the Department of State. The aim i s  t o  set  for th  the basis for national 
arrangements for the measurement of the territorial sea or the division of the 
continental shelf of maritime nations. 

T h i s  research document i s  intended for background use only. This document does not 
represent an official acceptance of the United States Government of the line or lines 
represented on the charts or,  necessarily, of the specific principles involved, i f  any, 
i n  the original draf t ing of the lines. Additional copies of the studies may be 
requested by mail from The Geographer, Department of State, Washington, D.C. 20520 
or by phone (Telephone 63-22021 or 63-22022). 
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STRAIGHT BASELINES: ICELAND 

Iceland's most recent act ion a l t e r i n g  t h e i r  system o f  s t r a i g h t  baselines was 
the issuance on March 11, 1961 , o f  the Regulations Concerning the Fishery J u r i s d i c t i o n  
o f  Iceland. The Regulations were promulgated on Apri 1 22, 1961. 

1952 and 1958. An exchange of notes between Iceland and the United Kingdom, on 
March 11, 1961, spec i f ied the changes tha t  were t o  be made t o  the 1958 decree and 
incorporated i n  the new 1961 declarat ion. 

f i shery  l i m i t ,  as measured from the s t r a i g h t  baselines. 
i s  not a par ty  t o  any o f  the four  1958 Geneva conventions on the l a w  o f  the sea. 
These conventions concern the t e r r i t o r i a l  sea and contiguous zone, the high seas, the 
cont inental  shelf, and f i sh ing  and conservation o f  l i v i n g  resources o f  the high seas. 

o f  Iceland are as fol lows: 

t 

These 1961 Regulations a l t e r  the s t r a i g h t  baselines o f  the preceding decrees of 6 

Iceland claims a four  naut ical-mi le t e r r i t o r i a l  sea and a 12 naut ica l  mi le  
Iceland, although a signatory, 

The per t inent  a r t i c l e s  o f  the Regulations concerning the Fishery J u r i s d i c t i o n  

A r t i c l e  1 

The f ishery j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  Iceland sha l l  be del imited 12 naut ical  

66" 27'4 N. Lat. 22" 24'5 W. Long. 

miles outside base l i n e s  drawn between the fo l lowing points:  
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Asbudarri f 
Siglunes 
F1 atey 
LaWY 
Raudi nupur 
R i  f stangi 
Hraunhafnartangi 
Langanes 
Gle tti nganes 
Nordf jardarhorn 
Gerpi r 
Hol mur 
Setus ker 
Thursas ker 
Yst i  bodhi 
Sel sker 
H v i  t i  ngar 
Stokkenes 
Hrol 1 augseyjar 
T v i  s ker 
Ingol fshofd i  
Hval s i  k i  
Medal 1 andssandur I 
Medal 1 andssandur I I 
Myrnatang i 
Kot l  utangi 
Lundadrangur 
Gei r f u g l  asker 
Eldeyjardrangur 
Geirfugl adrangur 
Skalasnagi 
Sj arg tangar 
Kopanes 

66" 08'1 
66" 11'9 
66" 10'3 
66" 17'8 
66" 30'7 
66" 32'3 
66" 32'3 
66" 22'6 
65" 30'6 
65" 10'0 
65" 04'7 
64" 58'9 
64" 57'7 
64" 54'1 
64" 35'2 
64" 32'8 
64" 23'8 
64" 14'1 
64" 01'7 
63" 55'6 
63" 47'8 
63" 44'1 
63" 32'4 
63" 30'6 
63" 27'4 
63" 23'4 
63' 23'5 
63" 19'0 
63" 43'8 
63" 40'6 
64" 51'3 
65" 32'2 
65" 48'3 
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20" 11'2 
18" 50'1 
17" 50'5 
17" 07'0 
16" 32'5 
16" 11'9 
16" 01'6 
14" 32'0 
13" 36'4 
13" 31'0 
13" 29'8 
13" 30'7 
13" 31'6 
13" 36'9 
14" 01'6 
14" 07'1 
14" 28'1 
14" 58'5 
15" 58'8 
16" 11'4 
16" 38'6 
17" 33'7 
17" 56'0 
18" 00'0 
18" 12'0 
18" 43'0 
19" 07'6 
20' 30'1 
22" 59'6 
23" 17'3 
24" 02'6 
24" 32'3 
24" 06'3 














