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What is International Humanitarian Law?

Rules governing the conduct of hostilities.
Protects those who are not, or no longer, fighting
Restricts means and methods of warfare.

Also known as:
Law of armed conflict
Law of war




Researchingdumanitarian Law

Where to start research
Secondary sources
Primary sources




Where to start research?

Research Guides
organize the primary and secondary sources
outline strategies for research

What topical guides are relevant?
nternational Law

nternational Humanitarian Law
nternational Criminal Law

War Crimes
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VWar Chimes
The modern hiztory of war crimnes began with the Muremberg Trial following World wWar II that pierced
the veil of national soversignty and command responzibility and held major German leaders

rezponzible for their actions during World Wwar 1.1 The Charter of the Internationsl Military Tribunal

sought to prosecute crimes against peace, war crimnes, and crimes against |'|l.||'|'|.E||'|i1:',l.g The Statute of
the Tribunal for the Former vYugoslavia expanded the definition of crimmes against hurmanity to include

rape. persecution, and other inhurmane acts.2 The International Tribunal for Rwanda carified the

various guises that genocide takes.® The Rwandan situation also allowed Belgium to successfully test
itz then-existing law cdaiming univerzal jurisdiction to prosecute persons cormmmitting crimnes against

I'ul_lrn.zn'uitl,l.E The Special Court for Sierra Leone included in its Statute that involving or conscripting

children in the conflict was & violation of international hurnanitarian law.® The International Criminal
Court provides a potentially permmanant institution to address future war crimmes, although the lack of

Human Rights and Humanitardan Law
Fené Frovost succinctly surnrmarizes the difference between hurman rights and hurnanitarian law:

The emphasis of human rights law iz on granting positive rights to the individual, while

hurnanitarian law protacts the interasts of the individual through reans othar than the

granting of rights." z

http://www.law.case.edu/war-crimes-

research-portal/res_gd.asp
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Bismullah v Gates United States Court of Appeals District of Columbia (20 July
2007) 501 FSupp3d 178.

Boumediene v Bush United States Supreme Court (29 June 2007) 127 S Ct 3078
(granting certiorari).
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(b) The St; of Persons Supplemental Brief Regarding the Military Commissions Act of 2006 (1 November
Held in the “War on Terror’ 2006) <http://www jenner.com/files/tbl_s18News/RelatedDocuments147
under Interna [2632/Guantanamo.Amicus.Brief pdf> (14 December 2007).
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Washington DC, the US declared that it was engaged in a global ‘war on terror’ (US

Human 5Le ' National Security Council National Strategy for Combating Terrorism 1). On 6 October
D. Domestic L’”'l al Che 1”’3“'1’93 2001, it launched a military campaign against Afghanistan (— Afghanistan, Conflict),
inthe US whose de facto government, the — Taliban, harboured the Al Qaeda terrorist group,
E. |['t’:'”"'1t|'3”“i|‘ riticism which had planned and executed the 11 September 2001 aftacks (see also — De
| facto Regime; — Governments). The ‘war on terror’ also included acts of violence and
Select Bibli ography arrests, directed at suspected members of Al Qaeda or other terrorists elsewhere
Select Documents around the world. Persons arrested in this war were labelled as ‘enemy combatants’

(see also — Enemies and Enemy Subjects). Among them, some, suspected by the
US to be the most dangerous ones, have, since January 2002, been transferred to an

internment camp set up at Guantanamo Bay Naval station (— Internment, see also —
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