
 FSU COLLEGE OF LAW LIBRRY 

BASIC LEGAL RESEARCH: 
Metalib 

Metalib is a federated search engine that will 
search multiple databases simultaneously.  

To use Metalib go to www.lib.fsu.edu/metalib 

Metalib Basic Searching  

To do a basic search, enter your search in the search 
box provided and click Search.   Metalib will search a 
predetermined group of databases.   

Searching may take a couple of minutes but the 
final result should look something like this.   To view the first group of 

results click on View 

Your results should look something like this:  
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 Click Brief View or Full 
View to get more detailed 
information.   

Click on retrieve more 
to get the next group of 
results.  Click the S symbol for SFX 

to get full text options.  

Full text isn’t always available but in this 
example which actually came from later in the 
list,  the selected article is available in Hein 
Online and may be available in Proquest ABI.  
You also have the option to check holding in 
the FSU Libraries’ Online Catalog.   

The results you get in 
SFX will vary with each 
item searched.   
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While basic searching is pretty good, you can direct Metalib to search 
only the databases that are most useful for your research.   To do this 
you will need to login to Metalib.   

Click on the lock symbol to login.  

Login using your FSU Library card number. 
This is the number in a smaller font at the 
bottom of the card.  Your password will be 
either the last for digits of you social 
security number or you birthdate (MMDD.)   

Click on Find Database and click on each letter or search for a database  

When I select the letter L I get a 
list of 6 possible databases.  By 
clicking on the plus sign I’ve se-
lect the first four from this list.   
 
You can do this repeatedly until 
you’ve selected all the databases 
you want.  

To search select 
databases first click on 
My Space at the top of 
your screen. 
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Then click on My Databases.  
 

On that screen click on the Folder 
icon to create a new set.   



 

To search your subset of 
databases click on MetaSearch.  Make sure Identify database 

is set to My Databases.   
 
It is possible to create many 
subsets which include 
different databases.   
 
Choose the set you want to 
search.  

Do your search and view your 
results the same as for a basic 
search.   

Metalib does allow some advanced searching.  
You can search: subject, title, author, ISSN, ISBN 
and year.   When you’re done click 

the lock icon to exit.   
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Click the left 
pointing arrow to 
move that 
database into 
the new set.   

When you are finished 
choosing databases, 
click the floppy disk icon 
to save your set.   


