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CURIAM.  

Th i s  d i s c i p l i n a r y  p roceed ing  i s  b e f o r e  u s  on t h e  f i v e -  

coun t  compla in t  of  The F l o r i d a  Bar and t h e  uncon t e s t ed  r e p o r t  of 

t h e  r e f e r e e .  W e  have j u r i s d i c t i o n .  A r t .  V ,  S 15 ,  F l a .  Const .  

The r e f e r e e  found t h a t  r esponden t  had s e t t l e d  a  l a w s u i t  

f o r  $3,000 w i thou t  h i s  c l i e n t ' s  consen t .  Respondent p l aced  t h e  

proceeds  from t h i s  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  h i s  t r u s t  accoun t  and 

subsequen t l y  m i sapp rop r i a t ed  t h e  money. H e  l a t e r  r e p r e s e n t e d  t o  

h i s  c l i e n t  t h a t  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  o f f e r  had been i n c r e a s e d  t o  

$3,500.  The c l i e n t  s a i d  she  would a c c e p t  t h a t  o f f e r .  When she  

r e q u e s t e d  h e r  p o r t i o n  of t h e  p roceeds ,  however, r e sponden t  (on 

t h r e e  s e p a r a t e  o c c a s i o n s )  i s s u e d  w o r t h l e s s  checks f o r  t h e  

p roceeds .  Desp i t e  r e p e a t e d  r e q u e s t s ,  r e sponden t  never  redeemed 

t h e  w o r t h l e s s  checks .  

F ind ing  responden t  g u i l t y  of v i o l a t i n g  a r t i c l e  X I ,  Rule 

1 1 . 0 2 ( 4 )  of t h e  I n t e g r a t i o n  Rule of  The F l o r i d a  Bar and 

D i s c i p l i n a r y  Rules 1-102 ( A )  ( 4 )  ( a  lawyer s h a l l  n o t  engage i n  any 

conduct  i n v o l v i n g  f r a u d ,  d i s h o n e s t y ,  d e c e i t ,  o r  m i s r ep re sen t a -  

t i o n ) ,  1 -102 (A) (6 )  ( a  lawyer s h a l l  n o t  engage i n  any conduct  

which a d v e r s e l y  r e f l e c t s  on h i s  f i t n e s s  t o  p r a c t i c e  l a w ) ,  

9-102(B) ( 4 )  ( a  lawyer s h a l l  promptly pay o r  d e l i v e r  t o  t h e  c l i e n t  

a s  r e q u e s t e d  by a  c l i e n t  t h e  funds ,  s e c u r i t i e s ,  o r  o t h e r  



properties in the possession of the lawyer which the client is 

entitled to receive), the referee recommended disbarment. 

We approve the referee's findings and recommendations. 

Accordingly, respondent is hereby disbarred and shall not be 

permitted to tender an application for re-admission to the Bar 

for three years from the date of disbarment. Judgment for costs 

in the amount of $1,299.37 is hereby entered against respondent, 

for which sum let execution issue. 

It is so ordered. 

McDONALD, C.J., and ADKINS, BOYD, OVERTON, EHRLICH, SHAW and 
BARKETT, JJ., Concur 

NOT FINAL UNTIL TIME EXPIRES TO FILE REHEARING MOTION AND, IF 
FILED, DETERMINED. THE FILING OF A MOTION FOR REHEARING SHALL NOT 
ALTER THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS DISBARMENT. 



Original Proceeding - The Florida Bar 

John F. Harkness, Jr., Executive Director and John T. Berry, 
Staff Counsel, Tallahassee, Florida; and Patricia S. Etkin, 
Bar Counsel, Miami, Florida, 

for Complainant 

No Appearance, 

for Respondent 


