OFFICE OF THE COURT ADMINISTRATOR
ROOM 462
801 EAST TWIGGS STREET

Tampra, FLorIDA 33602

THOMAS P. BECHT
COURT ADMINISTRATOR

November 23, 1987

Mr. Sid J. White

Clerk of the Supreme Court of Florida
500 South Dival Street it
Supreme Court Building e
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1927 e n

Dear Mr. White:

The Regionai‘Cpurt Based Mediators meeting was held atﬁthe 13th
Judicial Circuit Court in Tampa, Florida on November 20, 1987. A
listing of the members who attended the meeting is attached.

The Proposed Rules for the Implementation of Florida Statutes
sections 44.301-44.306, submitted by the Mediation and Arbitration
Committee of the Supreme Court (pursuant to Administrative Order of
the Chief Justice entered on July 24, 1987) were discussed during
the November 20th meeting. The participants voiced the following
concerns in regard to the proposed mediation/arbitration rules:

1. Section 1.710(a)

There will be some difficulty in adhering to the specific
time frame for completion of mediation, especially in
cases where 2-3 mediation sessions will be necessary.

2. Section 1.720(d)

Attorney participation during the mediation session could
be disruptive, and the confidentiality issues with the
attorney being present are in question.

3. Section 1.760(b)

These qualifications for Family Mediators will limit and
jeopordize the continuation of present court based
mediation programs and future hiring of mediators for
these prograns. Salary ranges for court based Family
Mediators are not commensurate with these qualifications.
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4. Section 1.760(b) (4)

The proposed rules did not address whether or not the 40
hour training is to be taken before or after the mediator
is hired, and the availability of the 40 hour training for
court based mediators.

We support the proposed mediation/arbitration rules as a whole, and
would also like to see a practicing court based mediator on the
committee.

Sincerely,
THOMAS P. BECHT -73 ‘
COURT ADMINISTRATOR

feat [ fiide

Carole S. Priede
on behalf of
the Regional Court Based Mediators



Bill Bornhauser

Sixth Judicial (Pinellas)
150 5th Street, N.

St. Petersburg, FL 33701
(813) 825-1803

Laurie Monroe

Orange County

880 N. Orange Avenue, Suite 101
Orlando, FL 32801

(305) 423-5732

Carole S. Priede, Martha C. Merrell,

Laura Carlson, Cynthia G. Coen,

Karen Nelson, Zel Alexander, Mary E. Duncan,
Marlene Steinberg, R. A. Baker

Thirteenth Judicial Circuit (Hillsborough County)
800 E. Kennedy Blvd., Room #205

Tampa, FL 33602

(813) 272-5885

Kerry Lynn Rice

Administrative Assistant

Pasco County Government Center
7530 Little Road

New Port Richey, FL 34654
(813) 847-8135

Lynn Schroeder

Program Director

New Port Richey City Hall Bldg.
320 E. Main Street

New Port Richey, FL 34652

(813) 847-8174

Cassie Judy

Family Mediation Coordinator
Sarasota County Courthouse
2000-Main Street

Sarasota, FL

(813) 951-5776

Bo Ward

Family Mediation (Polk County)
N. Gilmore Street

Peace River Center

Lakeland, FL



