
I N  THE SUPREME COURT OF FLOR 

I N  RE! 

Proposed Rules  f o r  Implementation 

of F l o r i d a  S t a t u t e s  S e c t i o n s  

44.301-. 306 

Comments on t h e  Proposed Rules  

COMES N.OW, Al ice  M .  R e i t e r ,  an  a t t o r n e y  du ly  admit ted t o  

p r a c t i c e  l a w  i n  t h e  S t a t e  of F l o r i d a ,  and f i l e s  t h e s e  Comments 

on t h e  Proposed Rules  f o r  Implementation of F l o r i d a  S t a t u t e s  

S e c t i o n s  44.301-.306 and s t a t e s  as fo l lows:  

1. 1.720 ( d )  I do n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  a t t o r n e y s  f o r  t h e  

p a r t i e s  should p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  a c t u a l  mediat ion s e s s i o n s .  T h i s  

would cause t h e  mediat ion p roces s  i t s e l f  t o  become an  a d v e r s a r i a l  

p roces s  and t h e  atmosphere of coopera t ion  and c o n t r o l  over t h e  

p roces s  would be des t royed .  Mediation must be allowed must be 

allowed t o  p rog res s  un inh ib i t ed  by ou t s ide  i n f l u e n c e s  so  t h e  

p a r t i e s  a r e  f r e e  t o  make t h e i r  own d e c i s i o n s  based on t h e  needs 

and problems of t h e  family .  Independent counsel  i n  always a v a i l a b l e  

a f t e r  s e s s i o n s  and a f t e r  t h e  p roces s  i t s e l f  ( and i s  necessary  ) 

t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  r e s p e c t i v e  r i g h t s  of t h e  p a r t i e s .  

A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h e  a t t o r n e y ' s  presence a t  t h e  s e s s i o n s  no t  

on ly  undermines mediat ion and t h e  coopera t ive  atmosphere bu t  

i n c r e a s e s  f e e s  t o  a p o i n t  where one of t h e  b e n e f i t s  of mediat ion 

i s  s e v e r e l y  eroded;  namely, r educ t ion  of t h e  o v e r a l l  c o s t s  of t h e  

d ivorce  t o  t h e  p a r t i e s .  




