
No. 73,412 

FLORIDA BOARD OF BAR EXAMINERS 

RE: AMENDMENT TO RULES RELATING 
TO ADMISSIONS TO THE BAR 

[August 3 1 ,  1 9 8 9 1  

PER CURIAM. 

By petition and supplement to petition, the Florida Board 

of Bar Examiners has requested certain amendments to the Rules of 

the Supreme Court Relating to Admissions to the Bar. The  

proposed amendments were published in The Flor ida Bar News or1 

January 15 ,  1989. 

The board proposes that article I, sections 2 and 3 ,  be 

amended f o r  housekeeping purposes consisting of the deletion of 

obsolete language and the use of a more fitting designation for 

the nonlawyer members of the board. 

The board proposes that article 111, section 1, be 

amended to conform the rules to the Court's practice of not 

approving undergraduate programs at nonaccredited colleges and 

universities in Florida. The board further proposes that this 

section be amended to include the modification made by this Court 



in Florida Boa rd of Bar Examiners in re H ale , 433 So.2d 9 6 9  (Fla. 

1 9 8 3 ) ,  pertaining to foreign law school graduates. 

The board also seeks to amend article IV to authorize 

applicants to petition the board for reconsideration of 

administrative rulings and to extend the prescribed time periods 

pertaining to a petition filed by an applicant with this Court 

for review of a board action. 

The board also proposes to amend article IV, section 6, 

to include a provision advising applicants that the background 

investigation will commence only upon receipt of a fully 

completed and properly executed bar application, certain 

specified documents, and the appropriate fee. 

The board also seeks to amend article V, section 18, to 

provide a uniform fee for the photocopying of an applicant's bar 

application. 

In addition, the board proposes that article V, section 

4 ,  and article VI, section 5, be amended to set earlier dates for 

the timely and late filing deadlines for applicants seeking 

admission to an administration of the general bar examination 

(GBE). The readjustment of fees for late filings is recommended 

to encourage timely applications and to cover the additional 

administrative costs involved in the staff handling of an 

untimely application. 

No objection has been filed with respect to any of the 

foregoing proposals. Because each of them appears appropriate 

and consistent with the philosophy of this Court concerning bar 

admissions, they are approved. 

The board also seeks to amend article VI, section 1, to 

allow applicants to submit to the multistate professional 

responsibility examination (MPRE) prior to graduation from law 

school but within twenty-five months of successful completion of 

the other parts of the Florida Bar Examination. The proposed 

amendment would eliminate the current restriction against taking 

the MPRE until after graduation from law school. Through the use 

of additional graders and computerization of the grade release 
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process, the board believes that in the future it will be able to 

release the results of the GBE in five weeks from the date of 

administration. However, because the MPRE results will not 

become available until sometime thereafter, there will be 

approximately a two-week delay in the admission of qualified 

applicants. The board's rationale is that the MPRE could be 

taken during law school so that those persons who successfully 

pass both examinations could be admitted as soon as possible. 

Permitting the applicants to take the MPRE during law school 

would also give them more flexibility in selecting a convenient 

site for the examination. 

The board reasons that the MPRE measures examinees' 

knowledge of established ethical standards governing the legal 

profession rather than testing their technical competence. 

Because the MPRE is an awareness test which covers the narrow 

subject of American Bar Association ethical standards, the board 

believes that taking the exam during law school would have little 

or no adverse impact upon students' studies. The board advises 

that in a recent survey of those jurisdictions using the MPRE, 

twenty-nine of them permit the MPRE to be taken during law 

schoo l ,  while only three jurisdictions require the examination to 

be taken after graduation. 

The deans of the several law schools in Florida have 

filed a response which opposes this amendment. The deans express 

the concern that their law students would devote less time than 

usual to their law school course work throughout the weeks 

preceding the MPRE. Despite the board's perception of the MPRE 

as an awareness test, the deans believe that the students will 

spend a disproportionate amount of time in preparation for the 

first hurdle to be overcome in their progress toward admission to 

the Bar. 

The deans also explain that because of the scheduling of 

the MPRE, the students will almost certainly miss some law school 

classes i n  order to take the examination. In emphasizing the 

importance of class attendance, they point to strict law school 
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accreditation standards of the American Bar Association on this 

subject. 

Upon consideration, the Court concludes that the benefits 

to be obtained by permitting the MPRE to be taken while the 

student is still in law school do not outweigh the possibility 

that the students' law studies may be adversely affected. This 

Court declines to approve this recommendation. 

Those amendments to the rules which are approved are set 

forth in Exhibit "A" attached to this opinion and shall become 

effective immediately. 

It is so ordered. 

EHRLICH, C.J., and OVERTON, McDONALD, GRIMES and KOGAN, JJ., Concur 
BARKETT, J., Concurs in part and dissents in part with an opinion, 
in which SHAW, J., Concurs 

NOT FINAL UNTIL TIME EXPIRES TO FILE REHEARING MOTION AND, IF 
FILED, DETERMINED. THE FILING OF A MOTION FOR REHEARING SHALL 
NOT ALTER THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THESE RULES. 
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Article I ,  Sec t ion  2 a s  i t  c u r r e n t l y  appears:  

Section 2. There is hereby created a Florida Board-of Bar Ex- 
aminers consisting of twelve members of The Florida Bar and three 
lay members of the general public. The members now constituting 
said Board shall continue to hold office for the terms now appointed. 
and their successors shall continue to be selected and appointed in 
the manner prescribed in Article 1 of the Rules Relating to Admis- 
sions to The Florida Bar. 

a. Attorney Members of the Board. As the terms of the attorney 
members expire, all appointments shall be for no more than five 
years, and any vacancy occurring during any term shall be filled 
by appointment. No attorney appointed by the Court as a result of 
a vacancy occurring during a term shall be appointed for more than 
five years, and the term of all such appointments shall be extended 
to October 31 of the last year of such term. 

b. Lay Members of the Board. All appointments of lay members 
shall be for no more than three years, and any vacancy occurring 
during any term shall be filled by appointment. Initially, the first 
lay member shall be appointed effective November I ,  1981, the 
second lay member shall be appointed effective November I .  1982, 
and the third lay member shall be appointed effective November 
1, 1983. No lay member appointed by the Court as a result of a 
vacancy occurring during a term shall be appointed for more than 
three years, and the term of all such appointments shall be extend- 
ed to October 31 of the last year of such term. 

A r t i c l e  I ,  Sec t ion  2 a s  i t  would appear:  

Sec t ion  2 .  There i s  hereby c r e a t e d  a F lo r ida  Board of Bar Examiners 

c o n s i s t i n g  of twelve members of  The F lo r ida  Ear and t h r e e  &ay nonlawyer 

members of  the  genera l  p u b l i c .  The members new e e n s t i t a t i n g  s a i d  Beard s h a l l  

c e n t h u e  t e  hegd e€fice for  the  terms new appefnted; and t h e i r  saeeessers s h a l l  

eent inue  Ce be sc feeked  and appeinked i n  Che manner preser ibed  i n  A r t i c l e  E a f  Che 

Rtlfes R e b t f n g  te Admissians t o  The Fferida Bars 

a .  Attorney Members of  the  Board. As t he  terms of t he  a t t o r n e y  members 

e x p i r e ,  a l l  appointments s h a l l  be f o r  no more than f i v e  y e a r s ,  and any vacancy 

occurr ing  during any term s h a l l  be f i l l e d  by appointment. No a t t o r n e y  appointed 

by the  Court a s  a r e s u l t  of  a vacancy occu r r ing  dur ing  a term s h a l l  be appointed 

f o r  more than  f i v e  y e a r s ,  and the  term of a l l  such appointments s h a l l  be extended 

t o  October 31 of the  l a s t  year  of such term. 

E X H I B I T  "A" 
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b. Lay Publ ic  Members o f  t he  Board. A l l  appointments of fay  

p u b l i c  members s h a l l  be f o r  no more than th ree  y e a r s ,  and any vacancy occurr ing  

dur ing  any term s h a l l  be f i l l e d  by appointment. Znitiaffy; Che f i r s t  3ay 

member shaf5 be appointed e f f e c t i v e  November 3; 3983; the second fay  member s h a H  

be appointed e f f e c t i v e  November $ 7  s982; and the th ird  %ay member shaf& be 

appointed e f f e c t i v e  November 3 7  €9837 No fay pub l i c  member appointed by 

the  Court a s  a r e s u l t  o f  a vacancy occurr ing  dur ing  a term s h a l l  be appointed for 

more than  th ree  yea r s ,  and t h e  term of a l l  such appointments s h a l l  be extended t o  

October 31 of the  l a s t  year  of such term. 
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A r t i c l e  I ,  Sect ion 3 a s  it now appears:  

Section 3. The Board of Governors of The Florida Bar shall sub- 
mit to the Court not less than thiny days prior to the expiration 
of the term of any attorney member of the Board, and in case of 
a vacancy, within thirty days thereafter. its recommendations with 
respect to appointees. Such group of recommended appointees shall 
be thrice the number to be appointed. 

A joint committee composed of three members of the Board 
and three members of the Board of Governors of The Florida Bar 
shall submit to the Court not less than thirty days prior to the ex- 
piration of the term of any lay member of the Board, and in the 
case of a vacancy, within thirty days thereafter, its recommenda- 
tions with respect to appointees. Such group of recommended ap- 
pointees shall be thrice the number to be appointed. 

The following provisions will be pertinent in connection with 
the nominations to membership on the Board: 

I 

a. Qualifications. Anorney members shall be practicing anomeys 
with scholarly anainments and an affirmative interest in legal educa- 
tion and requirements for admission to the Bar. Lay members shall 
have an academic Bachelor's Degree. It is desirable that lay 
members possess educational or work-related experience of value 
to the Board such as educational testing. accounting, statistical 
analysis. medical or psychologically related sciences. 

b. Tenure. A bar examiner should be appointed for a fixed term 
but should be eligible for reappointment if the examiner's work is 
of high quality. Members of the Board should be appointed for stag- 
gered terms to insure continuity of policy, but there should be suf- 
ficient rotation in the personnel of the Board to bring new I iews 
to the Board and to insure continuing interest in its work. I 

A r t i c l e  I ,  Sect ion 3 a s  it would appear:  

Sec t ion  3. The Board of Governors of 

Court n o t  l e s s  than t h i r t y  days p r i o r  t o  

I 
c. Devotion to Duty. A bar examiner should be willing and able 1 

to devote whatever lime is necessary to perform the duties of 1 

examiner. 

I d. Essential Conduct. A bar examiner should be conscientious, 
studious, thorough and diligent in learning the methods. problems 
and progress of legal education. in preparing bar examinations. and 
in seeking to improve the examination. its administration and re- 1 
quirements for admission to the Bar. Each examiner should be just 
and impartial in recommending the admission of applicants and 
should exhibit courage, judgment and moral stamina in refusing 
to recommend applicants who lack adequate general and profes- 
sional preparation or  who lack good moral character. 

e. Adverse Influences, Conflicting Duties a n d  Inconsistent 
Obligations. Bar examiners should not have adverse interests, con- 
flicting duties nor inconsistent obligations which will in any way 
interfere or appear to interfere with the proper administration of 
their functions. Appointmcnt or election to the bench at any level 
of the court system, federal, state, county or municipal. shall con- 3 

stitute a disability to serve as a bar examiner so long as such in- . 
dividual shall continue to serve in such capacity. Bar examiners 
should not participate directly or indirectly in courscs for the I 

preparation of applicants for bar admission nor act as a trustee o f '  
a law school or of a university with which a law school is affiliated. 
Bar examiners should so conduct themselves that there may be no I 

suspicion that their judgment may be swayed by improper 
considerations. 

I 

The F lo r ida  Bar s h a l l  submit t o  the  

t h e  e x p i r a t i o n  of t he  term o f  any 

a t to rney  member of  the  Board, and i n  case  o f  a vacancy, wi th in  t h i r t y  days 

t h e r e a f t e r ,  i t s  recommendations wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  appoin tees .  Such group of 

recommended appointees  s h a l l  be t h r i c e  t h e  number t o  be appointed.  

A j o i n t  committee composed of  t h r e e  members of t he  Board and th ree  members of 

the Board of Governors of  The F lo r ida  Bar s h a l l  submit t o  the  Court not  l e s s  than 

t h i r t y  days p r i o r  t o  t he  e x p i r a t i o n  of the  term of any %ay publ ic  member 

o f  the Board, and i n  the  case  of a vacancy, w i t h i n  t h i r t y  days t h e r e a f t e r ,  i t s  
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recommendations with r e spec t  t o  appointees .  

s h a l l  be t h r i c e  the  number t o  be appointed.  

Such group of recommended appointees  

The fol lowing provis ions  w i l l  be  p e r t i n e n t  i n  connect ion wi th  the  nominations 

t o  membership on the  Board: 

a .  Qua l i f i ca t ions .  Attorney members s h a l l  be p r a c t i c i n g  a t to rneys  wi th  

s c h o l a r l y  a t ta inments  and an a f f i rma t ive  i n t e r e s t  i n  l e g a l  educat ion and 

requirements f o r  admission t o  t h e  Bar. Lay Publ ic  members s h a l l  be 

nonlawyers and s h a l l  have an academic Bachelor ' s  Degree. I t  i s  d e s i r a b l e  t h a t  

h y  p u b l i c  members possess  educa t iona l  o r  work- related experience of va lue  t o  

t he  Board such a s  educa t iona l  t e s t i n g ,  accounting,  s t a t i s t i c a l  a n a l y s i s ,  medical 

o r  psychologica l ly  r e l a t e d  sc i ences .  

b. Tenure. A b a r  examiner should be appoin ted  f o r  a f i x e d  term b u t  should 

be e l i g i b l e  f o r  reappointment if the  examiner 's  work is of high q u a l i t y .  Members 

of t he  Board should be appointed f o r  s t agge red  terms t o  i n su re  con t inu i ty  of 

p o l i c y ,  b u t  there  should be s u f f i c i e n t  r o t a t i o n  i n  t he  personnel  o f  t he  Board t o  

b r i n g  new views t o  the  Board and t o  i n s u r e  cont inuing  i n t e r e s t  i n  i t s  work. 

c .  Devotion t o  Duty. A b a r  examiner should be w i l l i n g  and ab le  t o  devote 

whatever time i s  necessary t o  perform t h e  d u t i e s  of examiner. 

d .  E s s e n t i a l  Conduct. A b a r  examiner should be consc ien t ious ,  s tud ious ,  

thorough and d i l i g e n t  i n  l e a r n i n g  the  methods, problems and progress  of l e g a l  

educa t ion ,  i n  prepar ing  b a r  examinations, and i n  seeking  t o  improve the  

examination, i t s  admin i s t r a t i on  and requirements f o r  admission t o  t he  Bar .  Each 

examiner should be j u s t  and i m p a r t i a l  i n  recommending the  admission of a p p l i c a n t s  

and should e x h i b i t  courage, judgment and moral stamina i n  r e fus ing  t o  recommend 

a p p l i c a n t s  who l a c k  adequate gene ra l  and p r o f e s s i o n a l  p repa ra t ion  o r  who lack  good 

moral c h a r a c t e r .  
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e. Adverse Inf luences ,  Conf l i c t i ng  Duties  and Incons i s t en t  Obligat ions.  Bar 

examiners should not  have adverse i n t e r e s t s ,  c o n f l i c t i n g  d u t i e s  nor i ncons i s t en t  

o b l i g a t i o n s  which w i l l  i n  any way i n t e r f e r e  o r  appear t o  i n t e r f e r e  wi th  the  proper  

admin i s t r a t i on  of t h e i r  func t ions .  Appointment o r  e l e c t i o n  t o  the  bench a t  any 

' l e v e l  of  t h e  cou r t  system, f e d e r a l ,  s t a t e ,  county o r  municipal ,  s h a l l  c o n s t i t u t e  a 

d i s a b i l i t y  t o  serve  a s  a b a r  examiner so long a s  such ind iv idua l  shall continue t o  

s e rve  i n  such capac i ty .  Bar examiners should no t  p a r t i c i p a t e  d i r e c t l y  o r  

i n d i r e c t l y  i n  courses  f o r  t h e  p repa ra t ion  of a p p l i c a n t s  f o r  b a r  admission nor a c t  

a s  a t r u s t e e  of a law school  o r  of a u n i v e r s i t y  wi th  which a law school  i s  

a f f i l i a t e d .  Bar examiners should so conduct themselves t h a t  t he re  may be no 

suspic ion  t h a t  t h e i r  judgment may be swayed by improper cons ide ra t ions .  



e I 

A r t i c l e  111, Sec t ion  1 . a .  as i t  c u r r e n t l y  appears:  

Section 1. No applicant shall be admitted to t b  Florida Bi 
Examination unless he or she furnishes to the Board: 

a. Satisfactory evidence that (1) the applicant has received an 
academic Bachelor's Degree granted on a basis of a four-year 
period of study in a college or university on the approved list of 
any one of the following regional accrediting associations or any 
Florida college or university approved by the Supreme Court of 
Florida. 
(a) New England Association of Schools and Colleges; 
@) Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools/Commis- 

(c) North Central Association of Colleges and Schools; 
(a) Southern Association of Colleges and Schools - Commis- 

(e) Northwest Association of Schools and Colleges; 
(r) Western Association of Schools and Colleges - Accrediting 

Commission for Senior Colleges. 

The academic Bachelor's Degree referred to above must have 
been conferred at a time when such college or university was 
accredited or within 12 months of such accreditation. Otherwise, 
such applicant shall obtain a determination at  the cost of the ap- 
plicant by a credentials evaluation service or other professionals 
approved by the Board that the applicant's education is the 
equivalent of a Bachelor's Degree awarded by an accredited 
Institution. 

This section shall be applicable only to those applicants apply- 
ing for admission to the Bar who enrolled in a n  accredited law 
school subsequent to April 28. 1988. For applicants who enroll- 
ed in an accredited law school subsequent to December 31,1975, 
but prior to April 28, 1988, said applicants may, in the alternative 
to satisfaction of the requirements set forth above, successfully 
complete an examination designated by the Board evidencing at- 
tained howledge equivalent to 120 semester hours of college 

sion on Higher Education; 

sion on Colleges; 

study to be administered under the Board's supervision. Ap- 
plicants who enrolled in an accredited law school prior to 
December 31, 1975 shall be governed by previous requirements 
under Section 22(a) of Article IV. (Satisfactory evidence of a t  least 
two years' in-residence undergraduate work if entry into law 
school was prior to December 31, 1960, or a t  least 3 years in- 
residence undergraduate work if entry into law school was subse- 
quent to December 31, 1960, but prior to December 31, 1975, 
or the successful completion of a college equivalency esamina- 
tion to be administered under the Board's supervision.) 

Graduation from any one of the following institutions: the 
United States hlilitary Academy, the United States Naval 
Academy. the United States Air Force Academy, the United States 
Coast Guard Academy, or the United States Merchant Marine 
Academy, ~ 1 1 1  fully satisfy the requirement of this section. 

Ar t i c le  111, Section 1.a. as it would appear: 
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Sect ion  1. No app l i can t  s h a l l  be admit ted t o  the  F h r i d a  General Bar 

Examination un le s s  he o r  she fu rn i shes  t o  t he  Board: 

a .  S a t i s f a c t o r y  evidence t h a t  f % j  the  a p p l i c a n t  has received an academic 

Bachelor ' s  Degree granted  on a b a s i s  of a four- year  pe r iod  of s tudy i n  a co l l ege  

o r  u n i v e r s i t y  on the  approved l i s t  of  any one of t he  fol lowing r eg iona l  

a c c r e d i t i n g  a s s o c i a t i o n s :  or any F3orida ea33ege or university approved by t he  

Strpreme €cart of F3orida- 

faj(l)New England Assoc ia t ion  o f  Schools and Colleges;  

fbj(2)Middle S t a t e s  Associat ion of Colleges and Schools/Commission on 

Higher Education; 

fej(3)North Cent ra l  Assoc ia t ion  of Colleges and Schools;  

fdj(4)Southern Assoc ia t ion  of  Colleges and Schools -- 

Colleges ; 

f e j m N o r t h w e s t  Assoc ia t ion  of  Schools and Col leges ;  

f f j m w e s t e r n  Assoc ia t ion  of Schools and Colleges 

Commission f o r  Senior  Colleges.  

Commission on 

-- Accredi t ing  

The academic Bachelor ' s  Degree r e f e r r e d  t o  above must have been confer red  a t  

a time when such co l l ege  o r  u n i v e r s i t y  was a c c r e d i t e d  o r  wi th in  12 months of such 

a c c r e d i t a t i o n .  Otherwise, such a p p l i c a n t  s h a l l  ob t a in  a determinat ion a t  t he  c o s t  

of  the  a p p l i c a n t  by a c r e d e n t i a l s  eva lua t ion  se rv i ce  o r  o the r  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  

approved by the  Board t h a t  t he  a p p l i c a n t ' s  educat ion i s  the  equiva len t  of a 

Bachelor ' s  Degree awarded by an a c c r e d i t e d  i n s t i t u t i o n .  
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An app l i can t  w i l l  f u l l y  s a t i s f y  the  requirement of t h i s  s e c t i o n  upon 

fu rn i sh ing  t o  the  Board s a t i s f a c t o r y  evidence of  (1)  graduat ion from a l a w  school  

ou ts ide  the  United S t a t e s  which educa t iona l ly  q u a l i f i e s  t he  app l i can t  f o r  

l i c e n s i n g  t o  p r a c t i c e  law i n  t h e  country i n  which the  law school  i s  loca t ed  and 

(2)  graduat ion from a fu l l - t ime  a c c r e d i t e d  law school  wi th in  the  United S t a t e s  a s  

p re sc r ibed  by Article 111, Sec t ion  lb .  

This s e c t i o n  s h a l l  be app l i cab le  only t o  those app l i can t s  applying f o r  

admission t o  t he  Bar who e n r o l l e d  i n  an a c c r e d i t e d  law school  subsequent t o  A p r i l  

28, 1988. For a p p l i c a n t s  who e n r o l l e d  i n  an a c c r e d i t e d  law school  subsequent t o  

December 31, 1975, b u t  p r i o r  t o  A p r i l  28, 1988, s a i d  app l i can t s  may, i n  t he  

a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  s a t i s f a c t i o n  of t h e  requirements  s e t  f o r t h  above, succes s fu l ly  

complete an examination des igna ted  by t h e  Board evidencing a t t a i n e d  knowledge 

equiva len t  t o  120 semester hours of c o l l e g e  s tudy t o  be administered under t h e  

Board 's  superv is ion .  Applicants  who e n r o l l e d  i n  an acc red i t ed  law school  p r i o r  t o  

December 31, 1975 s h a l l  be governed by previous  requirements under Sec t ion  22(a)  

of A r t i c l e  I V .  ( S a t i s f a c t o r y  evidence of a t  l e a s t  two y e a r s '  in- res idence  

undergraduate work i f  e n t r y  i n t o  law school  was p r i o r  t o  December 31, 1960, o r  a t  

l e a s t  3 years  in- res idence  undergraduate  work if e n t r y  i n t o  law school  was 

subsequent t o  December 31, 1960, b u t  p r i o r  t o  December 31, 1975, o r  t he  succes s fu l  

completion of a co l l ege  equivalency examination t o  be administered under t he  

Board 's  supe rv i s ion . )  

Graduation from any one of t he  fo l lowing  i n s t i t u t i o n s :  the  United S t a t e s  

M i l i t a r y  Academy, the  United S t a t e s  Naval Academy, the United S t a t e s  A i r  Force 

Academy, the  United S t a t e s  Coast Guard Academy, o r  the United S t a t e s  Merchant 

Marine Academy, w i l l  f u l l y  s a t i s f y  t h e  requirement o f  t h i s  s ec t ion .  
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A r t i c l e  I V ,  Sec t ion  11 a s  it c u r r e n t l y  appears:  

Section 11. If any applicant-or student registrant shall be 
dissatisfied with an administrative ruling of the Board not covered 
by Article 111. Section 4, such applicant or student registrant may, 
tvithin ten (10) days after receipt of written notice of the Board's 
action. file an appropriate petition with the Clerk of the Supreme 
Court of Florida for review of the Board's action. A copy of any 
such.petition shall be served upon the Executive Director of the 
Board. The Board shall have fifteen (15) days after the service of 
said copy on the Executive Director in which to file a response to 
the petition with the Clerk of the Supreme Court of Florida and 
shall serve a copy thereof upon the applicant or student registrant. 
Service of a petition or response may be in person, by certified 
mail, or by registered mail. Thereafter, the matter shall be 
disposed of as the Court directs and any  final action of the Court 
shall be duly entered in the minutes thereof. 

A r t i c l e  I V ,  Sec t ions  11 & 12 as they  would appear:  

Sec t ion  11. Any a p p l i c a n t  o r  s tuden t  r e q i s t r a n t  who i s  d i s s a t i s f i e d  wi th  an 

admin i s t r a t i ve  r u l i n q  of  t he  Board no t  covered by A r t i c l e  111, Sec t ion  4, may, 

wi th in  t h i r t y  (30) days a f t e r  r e c e i p t  of w r i t t e n  n o t i c e  of the  Board 's  a c t i o n ,  

f i l e  wi th  the  Board a p e t i t i o n  f o r  r econs ide ra t ion  wi th  a f e e  of $20.00 as 

s p e c i f i e d  under t he  p rov i s ions  of A r t i c l e  V, Sec t ion  12 .  Only one such p e t i t i o n  

f o r  recons idera t ion  may be f i l e d .  

Sec t ion  33. - 1 2 .  I f  any a p p l i c a n t  o r  s tuden t  r e g i s t r a n t  s h a l l  be 

d i s s a t i s f i e d  with an admin i s t r a t i ve  r u l i n g  of t he  Board not  covered by A r t i c l e  

111, Sec t ion  4, such a p p l i c a n t  o r  s tuden t  r e g i s t r a n t  may, wi th in  ten {3Q3 

t h i r t y  (30) days a f t e r  r e c e i p t  of w r i t t e n  n o t i c e  of the  Board 's  a c t i o n ,  f i l e  

an appropr ia te  p e t i t i o n  wi th  the  Clerk of the  Supreme Court of F lor ida  f o r  review 

of  the  Board 's  a c t i o n .  A copy of any such p e t i t i o n  s h a l l  be served upon t h e  

Executive Di rec to r  of the  Board. The Board s h a l l  have € i f teen  f 8 5 3  

twenty- five (25) days a f t e r  t he  s e r v i c e  of s a i d  copy on the Executive Di rec to r  

i n  which t o  f i l e  a response t o  t he  p e t i t i o n  wi th  the  Clerk of the  Supreme Court of 

F lo r ida  and s h a l l  s e rve  a copy thereof  upon the app l i can t  o r  s tuden t  
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r e g i s t r a n t .  Service of  a petition or response may be in person; by ecrCi€ied 

mai3; or by regis tered ma537 Therea f t e r ,  t he  mat te r  s h a l l  be disposed of  a s  

t he  Court d i r e c t s  and any f i n a l  a c t i o n  of t he  Court s h a l l  be duly en tered  i n  the  

minutes t he reo f .  
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Article IV, Section 6, as it currently appears: 

Section 6. Applicants seeking postponement of their submission 
to Pan A or Pan B of the General Bar Examination shall be per- 
mitted to do so upon payment o f  

a. A fee of $30.00 as specified under Article V, Section 14.a., 
if  a written notice of postponement is received at least seven (7) 
days in advance of the commencement of the administration of such 
examination; or 

. b. A fee of $50.00 as specified under Article V,  Section 14.b., 
if a written notice of postponement is received thereafter but 
preceding the deadline for filing for the next administration of such 
examination. 

All such applicants who have previously postponed their submis- 
sion to Pan A or Pan B of the General Bar Examination must bring 
their applications to current status by the filing of another examina- 
tion application by the deadline as specified under the provisions 
of Article VI. Section 5 .  

Article IV, Section 6, as it would appear: 

Section 6. The Board's character and fitness investigation will commence 

only upon receipt of a fully completed and notarized Application for Admission to 

The Florida Bar accompanied by the appropriate fee and the items set forth in 

Section 5.a. (1) and (2)  and Section 5.b. ( 3 )  above. An application filed in a 

defective condition or without the appropriate fee will delay the commencement of 

the background investiqation until the defective application is corrected or the 

fee is paid. 

SeeCian 6; Section 7. Applicants seeking postponement of their .... 

(Renumber the remaining sections to accommodate the addition of this item.) 
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Article V, Section 18 as it currently appears: 

Section 18. Each request for a copy of any document or portion 
thereof filed by an applicant in the course of such applicant's seek- 
ing admission to the General Bar Examination or The Florida Bar 
or for any certificate of the Board shall be accompanied by a fee 
of $15.00 for the first page and $.30 for each additional page. 

Article V, Section 18 as it would appear: 

Section 18. Each request for a copy of any document or portion thereof, 

except for Form No. 1, Application for Admission to The Florida Bar, filed by an 

applicant in the course of such applicant's seeking admission to the General Bar 

Examination or The Florida Bar or for any certificate of the Board shall be 

accompanied by a fee of $15.00 f o r  the first page and $.30 f o r  each additional 

page. Each request for a copy of the Form No. 1, Application for Admission to 

The Florida Bar, shall be accompanied by a fee of $25.00. 
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A r t i c l e  V ,  Sec t ion  4 ,  a s  i t  now appears:  

Section 4. Fees-for late filing for admission to the General Bar 
Examination as providcd under Article VI. Section 5 ,  herein shall 
be: 

a. As provided by Article VI,  Section Sa.-. . . . . . . .530.00 
b. As provided by Article VI, Section 5 b . .  . . . . . . .560.00 
c. As provided by Article VI,  Section Sc. . . . . . . . . . 115.00 

A r t i c l e  V ,  Sec t ion  4 ,  a s  i t  would appear:  

Fees f o r  l a t e  f i l i n g  f o r  admission t o  t he  General Bar Examination a s  provided 

under A r t i c l e  V I ,  Sec t ion  5, h e r e i n  s h a l l  be:  

a .  A s  provided by A r t i c l e  V I ,  Sec t ion  5a. . . . . . . . . . . $ 3 0 ~ 0 0  $50.00 

b .  A s  provided by A r t i c l e  V I ,  Sec t ion  5b. . . . . . . . . . . $60~00 $150.00 

% % 5 s 0 0  $300.00 c .  A s  provided by A r t i c l e  VI, Sec t ion  5c. . . . . . . . . . . 
d .  A s  provided by A r t i c l e  VI, Sec t ion  5d. . . . . . . . . . . $600.00 
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Article VI, Section 5, as it now appears: 

Section 5. Timely applications for admission to the February ad- 
ministration of the General Bar Examination shall bc postmarkcd 
or received not later than the first Tuesday in January. 

Timely applications for admission to the July administration of 
the General Bar Examination shall be postmarked or received not 
later than the first Tuesday in June. 

Applicants seeking late filing into a General Bar Examination shall 
be permitted to do so upon payment of an additional fee o f  

a. $30.00 as specified under Article V ,  Section 4%. for those 
applications postmarked after the deadline and received on or before 
30 days prior to administration of the examination; 

b. 360.00 as specified under Article V, Section 4.b.,  for  those 
applications postmarked after the deadline and receivcd 10 to 29 
days prior to admi'nistration of the examination; 

c. $1  15.00 as specified under Article V, Section 4.c.. for those 
applications received less than 10 days prior to the administration 
of the examination; 

Applications for admission into the Multistate Profcssional 
Responsibility Examination (MPRE) shall be filed with thc agency 
administering that examination within the time limitations sct by 
that authority. The Multistate Professional Responsibility Examina- 
tion (MPRE) is currently administered in March, August and 
November of each year. 

.. 

Article VI, Section 5 ,  as it would appear: 

Section 5. Timely applications for admission to the February administration 

of the General Bar Examination shall be postmarked or received not later than 

the f i r s t  Taesday in January: November 15 prior to the examination. 

Timely applications for admission to the July administration of the General 

Bar Examination shall be postmarked or received not later than the f i r s t  

Tuesday in Jane: May 1 prior to the examination. 

Applicants seeking late filing into a General Bar Examination shall be 

permitted to do so upon payment of an additional fee of: 
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as $38:88 as specified under Artie3e V; Seetien 4:a:; for these 

app&ieatiens pestmarked after the deadzine and reee ived  en or before  38 days prier 

t o  administration of the examinatien; 

b: $6@:0@ as speei€ied under Artie3e V; Seetien 4sls:; far these app3katiens 

pestmarked aZter the dead3ine and reeeived €0 te 29 days pr ier  t e  administration 

of the exam5nat5oni 

e; $335788 as speeified under Artiese V: Section 4;e;; far those 

app36cations reeeived 3ess than 38 days pr ier  to the administration of the 

examination; 

a .  $50.00 a s  s p e c i f i e d  under A r t i c l e  V ,  Sec t ion  4 . a . ,  f o r  those 

a p p l i c a t i o n s  postmarked o r  rece ived  on o r  before  December 15 f o r  the  February 

examination, and f o r  those  a p p l i c a t i o n s  postmarked o r  rece ived  on o r  before  June 1 

f o r  t h e  J u l y  examination; 

b.  $150.00 a s  s p e c i f i e d  under A r t i c l e  V ,  Sec t ion  4 .b . ,  f o r  those 

a p p l i c a t i o n s  postmarked o r  r ece ived  on o r  be fo re  January 15  f o r  t he  February 

examination, and f o r  those a p p l i c a t i o n s  postmarked o r  rece ived  on o r  before  J u l y  1 

f o r  the  J u l y  examination; 

C .  $300.00 a s  s p e c i f i e d  under A r t i c l e  V ,  Sec t ion  4 . c . ,  f o r  those 

a p p l i c a t i o n s  rece ived  on o r  before  February 15 f o r  the  February examination and 

f o r  those a p p l i c a t i o n s  rece ived  on o r  be fo re  J u l y  15 f o r  t h e  J u l y  examination. 
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d. $600.00 payable by certified check, cashier's check or money order as 

specified under Article V, _Section 4.d., for those applications received after 

February 15 for the February examination and after July 15 for the July 

examination. 

If a deal line prescribed by this rule shall fall on a Saturday, Sunday, or 

holiday, then the deadline shall be extended until the end of the next day that is 

neither a Saturday, Sunday, nor holiday. 

Applications for admission into the Multistate Professional Responsibility 

Examination (MPRE) shall be filed with the agency administering that examination 

within the time limitations set by that authority. The Multistate Professional 

Responsibility Examination (MPRE) is currently administered in March, August and 

November of each year. 



1 

, 1, f I 

BARKETT, J . ,  concur r ing  i n  p a r t ,  d i  

I would reduce t h e  s a n c t i o n  

op in ion ,  i s  exces s ive .  

SHAW, J. ,  Concurs 
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of Florida, Gainesville, Florida; Dean Talbot D'Alemberte, 
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