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REPLY ARGUMENT 

No d e t a i l e d  r e p l y  i s  found  n e c e s s a r y  t o  R e s p o n d e n t ' s  

Answer B r i e f .  The i s s u e  before t h i s  Cour t  h a s  been  c l e a r l y  

p r e s e n t e d  by t h e  p a r t i e s :  Under t h e  pronouncement i n  P i e r c e  

v .  AALL I n s u r a n c e ,  I n c . ,  531 So.2d 8 4  ( F l a .  19881, d i d  t h i s  

C o u r t  i n t e n d  a d e f i n i t i o n  o f  " p r o f e s s i o n a l "  t o  r e q u i r e  a 

f o u r - y e a r  c o l l e g e  d e g r e e  i n  t h e  v o c a t i o n ,  o r  o n l y  

s p e c i a l i z e d  knowledge and  academic  p r e p a r a t i o n  amoun t ing  t o  - 

a t  l e a s t  a f o u r - y e a r  c o l l e g e  d e g r e e  i n  t h e  v o c a t i o n .  

I f  t h e  f o r m e r  was i n t e n d e d ,  t h e n  t h e r e  i s  c e r t a i n t y  t o  

g u i d e  t h e  b a r ;  i f  t h e  l a t t e r  o b t a i n s ,  t h e n  t h e r e  e x i s t s  t h e  

same c h a o t i c ,  case-by-case  i n d e f i n i t e n e s s  t h a t  l e d  t o  t h i s  

C o u r t ' s  o t h e r w i s e  c a r e f u l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  i n  

P i e r c e  i n  t h e  f i r s t  i n s t a n c e .  
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AS TO RESPONDENT'S ARGUMENT AND APPENDIX R E G A R D I N G  
MATTERS NOT PART OF THE RECORD I N  THIS CAUSE: 

A l t h o u g h  t h o s e  mat te rs  a r e  i n  n o  way m a t e r i a l  t o  

a r g u m e n t  o n  t h e  q u e s t i o n  c e r t i f i e d  t o  t h i s  C o u r t  ( a n d  

P e t i t i o n e r s  h a v e  moved t o  s t r i k e  t h o s e  p o r t i o n s  o f  

R e s p o n d e n t ' s  Answer B r i e f  1, P e t i t i o n e r s  mus t  c o u n t e r  by  

s a y i n g  t h a t  t h e i r  i n i t i a l  s u i t  a g a i n s t  R e s p o n d e n t  was 

v o l u n t a r i l y  d i s m i s s e d  b e c a u s e  one o f  P e t i t i o n e r s '  p r i n c i p a l  

w i t n e s s e s  on p roof  of  t h e i r  damages,  u n e x p e c t e d l y  r e c a n t e d  

h i s  f a v o r a b l e  t e s t i m o n y  s h o r t l y  b e f o r e  t r i a l .  A f t e r  

a p p r o x i m a t e l y  o n e  y e a r  ( d u r i n g  which P i e r c e  was d e c i d e d ) ,  

P e t i t i o n e r s  f i l e d  t h e  i n s t a n t  a c t i o n .  B u t  e v e n  b e f o r e  

P i e r c e ,  t h e  P e t i t i o n e r s  r e l i e d  upon t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  of  a 

f o u r - y e a r  s t a t u t e  o f  l i m i t a t i o n s  t o  t h e i r  c a u s e  a g a i n s t  

R e s p o n d e n t .  P i e r c e  s e r v e s  o n l y  t o  r e i n f o r c e  P e t i t i o n e r s  ' 

c o n c l u s i o n  t h a t  R e s p o n d e n t  i s  n o t  a p r o f e s s i o n a l  f o r  

p u r p o s e s  o f  S e c t i o n  95.11,  F l a . S t a t .  
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I HEREBY CERTIFY t h a t  a copy of t h e  P e t i t i o n e r s '  Reply  

B r i e f  o n  t h e  Merits h a s  been  f u r n i s h e d ,  by ma i l  d e l i v e r y ,  

t h i s  7 t h  day  of O c t o b e r  1991,  t o  WILLIAM R .  SLAUGHTER, 11, 

ESQUIRE, S l a u g h t e r  and  S l a u g h t e r ,  P o s t  Off ice  Box 906,  L i v e  

Oak, F l o r i d a  32060. 
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