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Moot Court Champions, Bill VanDercreek  
and the Job Market

Honoring This Year’s Moot 
Court Champions

The smiling faces on the cover of 
this issue are those of the wonder-
ful student advocates on our Moot 
Court Team who have taken us to a 
year of unprecedented Moot Court 
victories. These students and their 
victories are impressive in many 
ways. They have brought home the 

gold in competitions covering a wide range of substantive 
areas, from corporate law to constitutional law. They have 
been victorious over teams from top schools that hailed from 
across the nation and around the world. They won first place 
in the Kaufman Memorial Securities Law Competition, 
held at Fordham Law School in New York City, the George 
Washington University Religious Freedom Competition, 
held in Washington, D.C., the Domenick L. Gabrielli Na-
tional Family Law Competition, held at Albany Law School 
in Albany, New York, and the Charleston School of Law 
National Moot Court Competition in Constitutional Law, 
held in Charleston, South Carolina. Last but by no means 
least, they won the Manfred Lachs International Space Law 
Moot Court Competition, held in Cape Town, South Africa, 
after beating Georgetown University for the right to represent 
North America.

Not pictured are the many coaches who have worked so 
hard to nurture the students to victory or the many faculty 
members who have critiqued briefs, judged practice rounds 
and otherwise taught and mentored the students. In particular, 
Moot Court Faculty Advisor Nat Stern must be mentioned. 
Nat spends endless hours with the Moot Court students, 
advising and inspiring them as an organization and as indi-
viduals. Make no mistake about it – it is under Nat’s leadership 
that the Moot Court Team has risen to new heights. We are 
all in Nat’s debt. 

 
Bill VanDercreek

So, too, shall we always be in the debt of Bill VanDercreek, 
who passed this February of cancer. The story in this issue 
tells some of the tale of many of the alums who are grateful 
former students of Bill’s. Prominent among them are those 
who served on the Moot Court Team, which Bill founded. 
Wherever I have gone to visit alums over the years, the stories 
were always the same. Bill opened up his heart and his wallet 

to encourage the students to train and to compete and gave 
them the money they needed to do so. The alumni stories 
always remind me of my own first taste of Bill’s generosity 
when I first came to the law school as a young visiting profes-
sor. On numerous occasions, Bill and Kay opened their home 
to Jiji and me to welcome us to their family and friends, the 
law school and Tallahassee. Like so many alumni, I’ll never 
forget Bill’s kindness.

It is hard to believe that Bill retired almost 20 years ago, 
in 1993. Bill always kept the law school a part of his life. He 
and Nat Stern became close collaborators as the baton of 
Moot Court Team Faculty Advisor passed from Bill to Nat. 
Until the very end, Bill never missed an Annual Moot Court 
Banquet, where an award in his honor is always presented to 
an outstanding student. Bill also donated generously to help 
endow a professorship that now bears his name. Alumni came 
from around the nation to attend Bill’s memorial service at St. 
John’s Episcopal Church in Tallahassee. Chuck Ehrhardt, Joe 
Jacobs and John Yetter did wonderful jobs celebrating Bill’s 
life and thanking him for all of us. 

The Job Market
I conclude with another word of thanks and with a request. 

First, I thank all of you alums who have worked hard to bring 
clerking and other employment opportunities to our students. 
Thanks primarily to engaged and helpful alumni, recent 
graduates have been extremely successful in terms of job place-
ment. Because only 10-15% of the jobs that new law graduates 
obtain are from on-campus interviewing, our success reflects 
that many of you are helping our students in a wide variety 
of ways, from serving as Placement Mentors to conducting 
videoconference interviews from remote locations to coming to 
campus to meet with the students. My simple request: please 
keep it coming. We cannot succeed as an institution without 
strong alumni involvement. If you have any questions about 
how you might get involved, please call me directly. 

Message from the Dean

D o n  W e i d n e r
Dean and Alumni Centennial Professor

Sincerely, 
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Cover Story

By Christi N. Morgan 

hen Florida State’s Moot Court 
Team began the spring compe-

tition season in February, students were 
still on cloud nine following the team’s 
world championship in October 2011. 
Th e team didn’t have to wait long to cap-
ture another fi rst-place title to add to its 
long string of national championships.

Th e fi rst pair of students to compete, 
Alexandra “Alex” Haddad (’12) and 

Elliott Smith (’12), placed fi rst in the 
Charleston School of Law National 
Moot Court Competition on February 
4 in Charleston, South Carolina. Smith 
also brought home another prestigious 
honor when he was named Best Oral-
ist for the competition’s championship 
rounds.

“We went up against some really 
tough teams,” said Smith. “In the fi -

nal round, we had a panel of seven 
distinguished judges. We argued for 
the Respondent. Alex skillfully set the 
tone as usual, and I argued last. Th e 
judges started out really ‘hot.’ Then 
about half way through, we were feeling 
pretty good about our chances. I found a 
rhythm in the argument, and it felt like 
the seas calmed.”

Not to be outdone by their team-

W

moot Court Students Bring home 
the gold – A record Five Times!

Front row: (L-R) Alex Haddad, Tanya Cronau, James VanLandingham, Lynn Guery, Chelsea England and Whitney Brummett
Back row: (L-R) Faculty Advisor Nat Stern, Brenden Soucy, Sara Huff, Elliott Smith, Amanda Gibson and Ashley DiNunzio
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mates, the following weekend, Amanda 
Gibson (’12) and Sara Huff (’12) won 
the George Washington Religious 
Freedom Moot Court Competition at 
George Washington University Law 
School in Washington, D.C. 

“We weren’t sure if we were supposed 
to yell and scream and hug, so we just 
politely smiled at each other and tried 
to be gracious,” said Huff about the 
announcement that Florida State had 
won. “It was later on in our hotel room 
that we did a little happy dance and got 
to celebrate.”

On February 25, the winning streak 
continued when Whitney Brummett 
(’12) and Chelsea England (’12) placed 
first in the Domenick L. Gabrielli 
National Family Law Competition at 
Albany Law School in Albany, New 
York. And on March 25, Ashley Di-
Nunzio (’12), Brenden Soucy (’13) and 
James VanLandingham (’13) won the 
team’s final major competition of the 
year. They placed first in the Kaufman 
Memorial Securities Law Moot Court 
Competition at Fordham Law School 
in New York, New York.

“We had an esteemed final round 
panel,” said DiNunzio about a judging 
panel that included Commissioner Troy 
A. Paredes, of the United States Securi-
ties and Exchange Commission, and 
judges from five United States Circuit 
Courts of Appeals, including Chief 
Judge Alex Kozinski, of the Ninth 
Circuit, and Judge Richard A. Posner, 
of the Seventh Circuit. “I think that 
they talked 75 percent of the time. It 
was difficult to get a word in, and when 
you got a word in, you had to make sure 
it was something that was prepared and 
that it was something they would un-

derstand because if not, you knew that 
they would jump all over you. It was one 
of the best experiences of my life and 
I wouldn’t change that for anything.”

Moot Court Team members give 
much of the credit for this year’s record 
five championships – the most won by 
the team in any year – to faculty advisor 
Nat Stern.

“Nat Stern is absolutely one of the 
reasons why we are so successful,” said 
Huff, who served as the team’s president 
this past year. “He is always thinking 
ahead and he really does care about us. 
We always joke that he never sleeps, but 
I don’t think he can. He is a renowned 
constitutional scholar, he teaches and he 
gives all this attention and dedication 
to the Moot Court Team. He sits on as 
many panels as he can and he will sit and 
talk to people about the constitutional 
issues in their problems at length; he’s 
always available.”

“Each step of the way, whenever you 

have a question about anything Moot 
Court related, he is happy to answer 
it,” said DiNunzio about Stern. “He 
gives everyone his cell phone number, 
his house number, his e-mail.”

Always one to give recognition where 
it is due, Stern believes his talented stu-
dents and a long list of others deserve 
kudos for the team’s accomplishments.

“Of course, the central reason for the 
Team’s success is the superb talent and 
unflagging dedication of its members,” 
said Stern. “Faculty, practitioners and 
judges also are absolutely crucial to the 
success of the Team. And the program 
benefits immensely from Dean Weid-
ner’s unwavering support of the Team.

“Many of my colleagues over the 
years have been extremely generous 
with their time and expertise in serv-
ing as coaches, practice panelists, or 
both. The same holds true for local 
practitioners and judges. For example, 

Cover Story

“Moot Court,” continued from page 2

 Continued on page 4

(L-R) Brenden Soucy (’13),  
James VanLandingham (’13) and 
Ashley DiNunzio (’12)
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Tallahassee attorney Arthur Stern (no 
relation) has an extraordinary record 
of coaching championship teams. I 
think it’s also worth noting that Moot 
Court alumni have often been quite 
active in ‘giving back’ to the Team. 
Hal Mardenborough (’92), himself a 
Moot Court champion, has frequently 
coached teams and sat on practice pan-
els. Likewise, Clay Adkinson (’06), also 
a Moot Court champion, has driven 
from DeFuniak Springs on numerous 
occasions to serve as a legendarily pre-
pared practice judge. A number of our 
national championship teams have been 
coached by judges of the First DCA.”

This year, First DCA Judge James 
Wolf coached the winning team to vic-
tory in the Charleston School of Law 
National Moot Court Competition. 
In addition to Wolf, the coaches for 
this year’s championship teams were: 
Tallahassee attorney Arthur Stern, III, 
who coached the world championship 
team and one national championship 
team; Professor Steve Johnson; Profes-
sor Kelli Alces and Professor Emeritus 
Barbara Banoff.

The team’s method of competition 
preparation is tried and true. The sum-

mer before each competition season, 
Stern asks team members to commu-
nicate preferences for competitions and 
teammates.

“With this information as a starting 
point, I then confer with individual 
members to match them with conge-
nial competitions and partners,” said 
Stern. “Once the teams are formed, I 
then approach colleagues, judges and 
practitioners to serve as coaches. Many 
of these, as you’d expect, have coached 
before. Judge Wolf of the First DCA 
plays a major role in this process. Not 
only is he a highly successful coach but 
he’s also been instrumental in encourag-
ing the involvement of his colleagues in 
the Moot Court program.”

Judge Wolf and his wife, JoLen 
Rawls Wolf, also support the team 
financially. 

Once competition teams are assem-
bled, paired with judges and assigned 
to competitions, students turn their 
attention to brief writing.

“Because our outstanding Legal 
Writing faculty members train our 
students in the fundamentals of oral 
and written appellate advocacy,” said 
Stern, “new members are able to hit the 

ground running in their preparation for 
competition.”

“Professor Stern emphasizes submit-
ting a high-quality brief,” said Smith. 
“Every year he has a kind of mini-course 
for the team on brief writing skills. This 
isn’t something that a faculty sponsor 
has to do – but he is interested in en-
couraging us to work on the substance 
of our arguments – the intellectual and 
legal foundations of what you say, not 
only how you say it. The result is that 
Moot Court helps you become a better 
brief writer.”

 “This year there was a commitment 
among team members to pay attention 
to their brief writing and to start early, 
to edit a lot and to work closely with 
their partner to make sure the entire 
brief fit together as one coherent piece 
because we do write it separately,” said 
Huff.

After their briefs are refined and 
submitted, students begin the oral argu-
ment phase of preparation.

“You are required to have eight oral 
argument practice panels,” explained 
Smith, who also was a legislative intern 
with the Florida House of Representa-
tives during his 3L year. “You’ll have 

“Moot Court,” continued from page 3

(L-R) Elliott Smith (’12) and Alex Haddad (’12) (L-R) Chelsea England (’12) and  
Whitney Brummett (’12)

(L-R) Amanda Gibson (’12) and Sara Huff (’12)
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three to four panelists on each one, who 
represent members of the Moot Court 
Team as well as lawyers, judges and 
professors. We’re really fortunate being 
in Tallahassee, where we have access to 
so many lawyers, judges and legal pro-
fessionals. You come out of those eight 
panels very prepared for tough questions 
because you’ve had to respond to so 
many different perspectives on the case.”

 “The way our program is structured 
is unlike any other school,” said Di-
Nunzio. “If we didn’t have such great 
panelists asking us tough questions 
and pushing us on points of case law, 
we would not have been as successful 
at our competition.”

Perhaps another reason why the 
team has been so successful is that the 
students have a special bond.

“We operate as a team of 30, even 
though we compete in teams of two or 
three,” said Huff. “Even while you are 
getting ready for your competition, you 
are sitting on other teammates’ panels for 
their competition. We enjoy each other’s 
company; it just seems to work out that 
way. I think the personality that is most 
suited for moot court tends to be an 
outgoing, social, friendly, smart personal-
ity, so we have a team of 30 people who 
actually like each other and who enjoy 
spending time together. A lot of my best 
girlfriends are on the team and we are all 
going to travel together after graduation.”

According to Huff, that camaraderie 
is especially helpful when the team is 
preparing for tryouts, which it was do-
ing at the time she was interviewed for 
this article.

“It’s going to be three straight days 
of bonding time,” joked Huff about the 
intensity of the tryout process. “We 

really do enjoy it. We enjoy seeing the 
1Ls and the new talent. It is a very fun 
time for our team.”

Stern commends students for their 
efforts during the annual tryouts. “The 
Team deserves enormous credit for 
the energy and professionalism with 
which it approaches the selection of new 
members. The tryouts entail painstak-
ing review of a large number of student 
briefs and careful assessment of an even 
larger number of oral arguments. The 
Team’s extraordinary record of success 
in competition attests to how seriously 
and capably it conducts this process.”

“We are laying the foundation for 
the future success of the Moot Court 
Team,” said Smith about tryouts. “I 
remember going through tryouts. The 
team grills you for three days straight. 
All of the things that help us win – 
substance of the argument, strong brief 
writing and cultivating that comfort-
able, but formal tone for oral arguments 
– they all start in tryouts.”

Smith, who credits the team with 
getting him out of his comfort zone, 
had to be pushed by his Legal Writing 
professor to audition for the team. “I 
was hardly comfortable talking in class 
when I first came to law school. Moot 
Court gets you comfortable standing on 
your feet and communicating clearly to 
people who, to put it simply, might not 
be buying what you are selling at first.”

“I think that all of our graduating 
members are able to say that they are 
better writers and better oral advocates 
than they were before they started the 
team,” said Huff. “And I think that is 
our greatest asset and probably one of 
the greatest gifts that we give to stu-
dents professionally.”   U

“Moot Court,” continued from page 4

Additional  
2012 Accolades
Best Oralist Award Winners:

Matt Daley (’12), Pepperdine 
Entertainment Law Competition

Brett Miller (’12), William 
B. Bryant-Luke C. Moore 
Invitational Moot Court 
Competition

Elliott Smith (’12), Charleston 
School of Law National Moot 
Court Competition

Trevor Smith (’13), Pace 
Environmental Law Competition

Best Brief Award Winners:

Molly Drake (’12) and Tara Price 
(’12), J. Braxton Craven Memorial 
Constitutional Law Competition

Nick Horton (’13) and Seth 
Welner (’12), George Washington 
National Security Law 
Competition

Ashley Hoffman (’13) and 
Kendra McCan (’13), Manfred 
Lachs Space Law Moot Court 
Competition, North American 
region
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f working as a classically trained 
musician was a lucrative profession, 
Tammy de Soto Cicchetti probably 

would never have become an attorney. 
The granddaughter of a former personal 
pianist for Cuba’s Fulgencio Batista, 
Cicchetti started playing music at age 
4. Before her teen years were finished, 
she had learned how to play 14 different 
instruments.

Cicchetti was so accomplished that 
during her senior year of high school, 
she was selected for a spot on a re-
nowned Congressional Symphony.

“The United States Senate had 
developed a goodwill program for Eu-
rope and they chose two high school 
graduates from each state to form a 
symphony to travel through Europe for 
a three-month period and I was selected 
to represent Florida,” said Cicchetti. “I 
graduated from high school and packed 
my bags and went to Europe. We played 
in every city imaginable and in every 
country imaginable – two concerts 
a night. We played a concert for the 
wealthy, aristocratic royalty and then 
we performed a concert for everyone 
else. During the last week of the tour, 
we played with the London Symphony 
and I had an opportunity to conduct the 
London Symphony for one entire piece.”

When Cicchetti returned home and 
conveyed to her father that she wanted 
to pursue music for her career, he con-
vinced her to take another path.

“I said, ‘Dad, I had the most amazing 

Tammy de Soto Cicchetti: 
Creativity runs in the Family

i
By Christi N. Morgan 

Cicchetti with some of the portrait proofs painted by her grandfather.
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“Cicchetti,” continued from page 6

time and I am so passionate about this 
and I absolutely love it.’ And he said, 
‘Let me make sure I understand this, 
you found something about which you 
are very, very passionate and that you 
really, really enjoy that makes you no 
money whatsoever.’ And I said, ‘Yes, 
sir.’ He said, ‘Honey, that is a hobby.’”

Luckily for Cicchetti’s clients, she 
withdrew from Julliard, enrolled at 
Florida State University as an under-
graduate and set her sights on earning 
a law degree from Florida State.

Since graduating from law school 
in 1991, Cicchetti has built a strong 
reputation in the area of insurance liti-
gation. Her work in the area began on 
the insurance defense side and she had 
her first successful jury trial at the age of 
24. As her practice grew, she also began 
to represent plaintiffs.

“I represent insurance companies, 
I represent people who are insured by 
insurance companies and I represent 
people who are suing insurance compa-
nies or insureds of insurance companies 
– I work both sides of the insurance 
claims business,” said Cicchetti, who 
opened The Cicchetti Law Firm when 
she was 29 years old. “One of the roles 
that I have is in maneuvering claims 
through the insurance process. I’m 
either representing someone who has 
been injured and is suing the person 
they believe responsible or I represent 
the people that are being sued. I also 
represent the insurance companies when 
they are being sued for coverage or bad 
faith or contractual claims with regard 
to the policy of insurance.”

During the last several years, Cic-
chetti frequently is being retained as an 
expert witness, based on her extensive 

insurance defense experience.
“I’m retained by both sides. My 

policy is, if I am reviewing a claim, 
I’m reviewing it objectively and my 
opinion will be what it is, regardless of 
who is footing the bill. Credibility is 
important.”

Cicchetti credits members of the 
supportive Tallahassee legal community 
with helping her grow as a lawyer. From 
mentors to former partners to judges 
to attorneys on the other side of the 
courtroom, Cicchetti has tried to learn 
as much as possible from others within 
the legal profession.

“You go to school on what other very 
capable trial lawyers do,” said Cicchetti, 
“either co-counseling with you or when 
they are opposing you. I have very, very 
good lawyers up against me all the time 
and there is always something to learn. 
The law allows for such creativity and 
such strategy. The longer you do it, the 
more creative I think you get about how 
you approach different problems and 
strategies.”

Being creative suits Cicchetti. Her 
grandmother also was an accomplished 
pianist and her father is a successful 
architect. In addition to playing the 
piano, Cicchetti’s grandfather was a 
highly sought-after oil portrait painter. 
His clients included Elizabeth Taylor, 
Clark Gable, Lucille Ball, European 
royal families and famous ballerinas. 

“He had several studios and his pub-
licist in Miami Beach introduced him to 
Mae West and she became very fond of 
my grandfather and she asked him to do 
her portrait,” said Cicchetti. “She loved 
the portrait so much, so she threw this 
big Hollywood party for the unveiling. 
He signed a number of clients that night 

and it became the rage.” The walls of 
Cicchetti’s firm are lined with many of 
the portrait proofs, which were signed 
by their famous subjects as approval for 
the official portraits to be painted.

Other decorations in Cicchetti’s law 
office reveal her dedication to her co-
workers, profession and country. There 
are photos of her staff at chili cook-offs, 
letters of appointment to prestigious 
national Republican Party groups and 
a Judicial Nominating Commission 
and flags displayed in honor of a key 
employee who will be deployed overseas 
at the beginning of June. His job will be 
held for him, during what is expected to 
be at least a year tour.

Although her loyalties pull her in 
many different directions, Cicchetti 
maneuvers her schedule adeptly.

“I am a mom of two, my parents 
live here in town, I’ve been married 22 
years, and I’ve got a busy firm to run,” 
said Cicchetti. “My calendar – it is still 
handwritten because I couldn’t possibly 
get it all into my iPhone – has one color 
for the kids and one color for personal 
household things and another color for 
the office and my cases and another 
color for things that I am doing to help 
my parents. In the middle of that, every 
now and then, is a stolen little lunch 
with one of my girlfriends, who are all 
in the same boat as I am with kids and 
busy schedules.”

As a woman with so many diverse 
talents, and much like a symphony 
conductor, Cicchetti appears to bal-
ance everything she touches with the 
kind of grace and beauty that make her 
unique story one worthy of a standing 
ovation.   U
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ecember 2005 graduate Clay B. 
Adkinson relishes the fact that 
he rarely has a boring day. Busy, 

diverse days are common when you 
are a partner at a growing, two-man 
law fi rm that handles a wide variety of 
criminal law and family law cases, and 
counts numerous governmental entities 
as clients as well. Each day is diff erent, 
including activities that range from 
taking depositions and attending gov-
ernment meetings to drafting pleadings 
and appearing in court. Adkinson, who 

practices at the Adkinson Law Firm in 
DeFuniak Springs, knew even during 
law school that he wanted a varied law 
practice.

“Going into law school, I felt like 
I wanted to have as much of a broad-
based approach to law as I could – we 
do a lot of criminal law, family law, real 
estate, civil litigation, probate, wills 
and trusts,” said Adkinson, who also 
handles appellate cases for his clients. 
“As it is now, I’m in court virtually every 
day and usually multiple times a day in 

various cases. Th at appealed to me – the 
opportunity to work with clients and be 
in court. What I felt like gave me the 
best opportunity to do that was a broad-
based approach to the law in terms of 
what my practice areas would be.”

Adkinson credits joining his father’s 
fi rm with allowing him to quickly prac-
tice in a wide array of areas. It also has 
aff orded him many opportunities he 
would not have otherwise experienced.

“Five months into practicing law, we 
were hired on a second degree murder 
case, and I was absolutely more involved 
with the case than as a mere research 
associate. I was co-counsel during all 
phases and worked on the case from 
start to fi nish,” said Adkinson, who 
appeared in court the day after he was 
sworn in as a member of Th e Florida 
Bar. “I love the amount of time that I 
actually get to spend in court. I value 
the interaction with people more than 
anything else. I like to be able to inter-
act with clients, other attorneys, judges 
and jurors. Th e diversity of my practice 
allows me to do that frequently and on 
many diff erent issues.”

One of the most valuable aspects of 
practicing with his father is being able 
to learn from his experience and insight.

“We eat lunch together almost every 
day, we talk about cases and constantly 
bounce ideas off  of each other,” said 
Adkinson, who refers to his father as the 
fi nest attorney he knows. “I’ve greatly 
enjoyed that aspect of the practice and 

D

By Christi N. Morgan 

Clay B. Adkinson:
every Day in Court and Community
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“Adkinson,” continued from page 8

know that I am very fortunate. Having 
somebody you can turn to for advice, 
run questions and ideas by, and test legal 
argument with is incredibly helpful.”

Although criminal cases comprise 
the majority of his case load, public sec-
tor clients are an important component 
of Adkinson’s practice. The firm repre-
sents Walton County’s two largest cities 
– the City of DeFuniak Springs and the 
City of Freeport, as well as the Walton 
County Tourist Development Council, 
the Walton County Economic Develop-
ment Alliance and the Walton County 
Board of County Commissioners.

Representing these entities is impor-
tant to Adkinson, because it is one of the 
ways that he can work to support and 
improve Walton County. This endeavor 
is especially important to Adkinson, and 
his wife, Lauren, a fellow graduate of 
Florida State University, because they are 
raising a daughter, 3-year-old Isabella, in 
DeFuniak Springs. The Adkinsons also 
enjoy spending time in South Walton, 
the coastal area of Walton County, in 
the spring and summer months, and 
being close to the beach is one benefit 
Adkinson uses to encourage others to 
visit the area in which he grew up.

“Tourism is our biggest industry, so 
being involved in that, understanding 
how to promote and market South 
Walton, and how to separate ourselves 
from the other tourist destinations in 
Florida is important,” said Adkinson 
about his work with the Tourist De-
velopment Council. “Similarly with 
the Economic Development Alliance 
–  how do we grow this area, how do we 
get people here, how do we get business 
here? – are questions that have to be 
addressed. While those are parts of my 

law practice, both are also critical for 
helping my community.”

As a member of the law school com-
munity, Adkinson built upon his love 
for the courtroom by joining Florida 
State’s Moot Court Team. In 2005, 
he was part of the team that won the 
Dominick L. Garbrielli National Fam-
ily Law Moot Court Competition. At 
that competition, he was also named 
Best Advocate, and followed that award 
by winning Best Oralist at the National 
Criminal Procedure Moot Court Com-
petition later the same year. He remains 
engaged with the team, keeping in con-
tact with faculty advisor Nat Stern and 
traveling to Tallahassee two or three 
times a year to serve on practice panels.

“I look at Moot Court as the most 
realistic law practice experience you can 
get in law school. You have to be able 
to research; to understand and analyze 
the facts and the law; and you have to 
be able to write and argue effectively 
and persuasively,” said Adkinson. “I love 
the opportunity to be able to come back 
and assist because I think it gives the 
students a great opportunity to see what 
they can do, and it’s a very different side 
of law school than a classroom setting.” 

While Adkinson’s love for the court-
room can be attributed to watching his 
father practice and then being involved 
in Moot Court, Adkinson’s mother also 
was influential on her son’s professional 

choices and comfort speaking to others.
“My mother was a school board 

member from the time I was in first 
grade until I graduated high school, 
and also was involved with the state 
school board association,” said Adkin-
son. “Seeing her involvement in that, I 
learned a lot from her, especially about 
the government and political world. 
Not to mention the exposure to public 
speaking that gave me. Being around it 
from an early age, I was always comfort-
able with public speaking, and that is a 
critical part of successful law practice.”

Throughout his life, family has al-
ways impacted Adkinson’s decisions.

“I was fortunate; I grew up with a 
lot of family around me. The family 
experience I came from, and my wife 
and daughter now, are what have shaped 
who I am, and how I practice law. Doing 
what I can to provide the best future for 
my daughter, and to give her every op-
portunity to succeed, is what matters the 
most to me,” said Adkinson.   U

“i love the amount of time that i actually get to spend 
in court. i value the interaction with people more than 
anything else. i like to be able to interact with clients, 
other attorneys, judges and jurors. The diversity of my 
practice allows me to do that frequently and on many 
different issues.”
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s a national expert on Dodd-Frank’s con-
sumer protection laws and the Truth in 
Lending Act, Christi Adams (’01) practices 

cutting-edge corporate law. The lone female partner 
in Foley & Lardner’s Orlando office spends her days 
counseling clients on Dodd-Frank and defending 
many of the nation’s largest financial institutions 
against consumer claims in federal court.

“There are never two days that are the same, 
ever,” said Adams, who clerked for Florida Supreme 
Court Chief Justice Charles Wells during her 3L 
year. “Although I am dealing with the same laws, 
how they apply in every situation is going to be 
different. In my mind, you can appear a lot smarter 
than you are just by knowing the law, because not 
a lot of people know it.”

Although Adams downplays the intricacies 
of her Dodd-Frank knowledge, it is obvious that 
she has mastered the nuances of the act Congress 
passed in 2010.

Recently, she spent two years traveling the 
United States to conduct arbitrations on behalf of 
one of the largest consumer banks in the world. At 
issue was the definition of a finance charge. To oth-
ers outside of her business, that might not seem like 
an extremely important issue when you are looking 
at it for one consumer case, but to Adams’ clients, it 
could have an enormous impact.

Christi Adams:
The pauline revere of Dodd-Frank
By Christi N. Morgan

“if a bank is not in compliance, 
they have to change their policies 
for their millions of clients,” said 
Adams. “it becomes a huge issue 
for them.”

A

Alumni Focus
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“Adams,” continued from page 10

“If a bank is not in compliance, they 
have to change their policies for their 
millions of clients,” said Adams. “It 
becomes a huge issue for them.”

Those who knew Adams as a young 
undergraduate student at Florida State 
might be surprised that she is a second-
year partner at a national law firm. Her 
dream at the time was to work for the 
State Department’s Middle Eastern 
desk. To that end, she majored in 
political science, with a specialization 
in Middle Eastern relations. It wasn’t 
until a professor suggested she earn a 
law degree that Adams decided to apply 
to law school. Once she was enrolled 
at Florida State Law, Adams fell in 
love with courses such as Mergers & 
Acquisitions and Business Associations.

Adams’ extremely technical business 
law work suits her well. In addition 
to thriving in her business-related 
law courses, Adams worked her way 
through college as a tax and audit ac-
countant for the Florida Department of 
Transportation.

“Interestingly enough, I audited 
and managed the joint participation 
agreements, which is when the Florida 
Department of Transportation was in 
an agreement with a city, county or 
the federal government on a project,” 
said Adams. “So when I came in and 
started working with the bank and we 
had participation agreement litigation, 
I immediately knew what participation 
agreements were and I knew how the 
accounting for participations worked. 
It’s been a big help, too, because I didn’t 
take accounting in college, I just learned 
on the job at DoT. It’s very beneficial 
now that I am a bank lawyer and all I do 
is deal with numbers. In fraud cases, I 

can spot fraudulent patterns in transac-
tions pretty quickly.”

During law school, Adams naturally 
gravitated toward other students who 
had work experience.

Her close-knit study group still vaca-
tions together one or two times per year.

“This weekend, it’s our first trip 
for this year and we’re all going up to 
Steinhatchee,” said Adams in February. 
“Eleven years later we’re still meeting 
every year. We have a lot of fun.”

“I love to travel. I love going places 
I’ve never been before, so last year I 
went to Alaska for a week,” said Adams. 
“My favorite place in the whole world is 
North Carolina, because that is where 
my grandparents were from and where I 
spent all of my summers as a kid.”

In addition to traveling with and 
without her law school cohorts, Adams 
also spends much of her time away from 
the office socializing at political events. 
Her active involvement in Orlando’s 
Republican community even led to 
her relationship with her fiancé, Jeff 
Lawson, who currently is running for 
the Florida House of Representatives.

“Prior to dating him, I was general 
counsel for the Florida Federation of 
Young Republicans, so I attended nu-
merous events on the weekends, and 
was able to meet people from all around 
the state.”

Like many of the people whose po-
litical events she attends, Adams hopes 
one day to be a public servant. She won’t 

be campaigning, though. 
“I’ve always joked that I will have to 

wait until I’m in a financial position to 
retire to go for my final career goal in 
life, which is to become a federal dis-
trict court judge, because federal court 
judges are way underpaid,” said Adams. 
“When I look out maybe 15 years from 
now, that’s something I would like to 
do.”  U

Alumni Focus

“i’ve always joked that i will have to wait until i’m in a 
financial position to retire to go for my final career goal 
in life, which is to become a federal district court judge, 
because federal court judges are way underpaid.”
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Faculty Focus

O n  Fe b r u-
ary 20, Professor 
Emer it us Bi l l 
Va n D e r c r e e k 
passed away in 
Ta l l a h a s s e e . 
When funera l 
s e r v ice s  were 
held for the man 
referred to by a 

former colleague as one who “shook 
life for all it was worth,” many Florida 
State Law graduates paid their respects.

“One of the striking things about his 
funeral,” said Emeritus Professor Chuck 
Ehrhardt, who spoke at the February 27 
event, “was so many alums were here, 
not only from the state but around the 
country. In those early days, the litiga-
tors were very, very successful. Most of 
them were involved with Bill.”

 “He was extremely generous of his 
time and treasure with the students and 
faculty,” said Emeritus Professor Joe 
Jacobs, who taught with VanDercreek 
for more than 25 years at the law school. 

“He was just a wonderful man who left 
a very large footprint.”

VanDercreek visited the law school 
in 1968, its third year of existence. 
“We were all young faculty. Bill was an 
experienced, well-respected member 
of the Southern Methodist University 
faculty. Everybody was delighted that 
he would come for a visit and even more 
pleased that he would agree to stay per-
manently. He was a national expert in 
civil procedure and federal jurisdiction. 
But probably the most important thing 
that he brought with him was his love 
for moot court.”

Perhaps VanDercreek’s most last-
ing legacy on the law school was his 
creation and cultivation of the Moot 
Court Team. He established the team 
upon his arrival at the law school and 
served as the team’s adviser until his 
retirement in 1993. He gave lavishly of 
his time and personal resources to forge 
and sustain a tradition of excellence in 
appellate advocacy. 

“Bill is the main reason that our school 

can point to a record of extraordinary 
success in Moot Court competition,” 
said Professor Nat Stern, the current 
Moot Court Team advisor. “It’s amazing 
to me that while the law school was just 
beginning its third year of existence when 
Bill arrived, he was able to immediately 
launch a program that was competitive at 
the national level. The numerous cham-
pionships of recent years can be traced 
directly to the culture of excellence that 
Bill created and sustained.

“He not only devoted countless hours 
to guiding our Moot Court teams, but 
also provided a great deal of financial 
support to the program. Whether it was 
hosting a crab claw party at his home or 
chipping in for travel expenses during a 
period when the law school lacked the 
resources that later became available, 
Bill was happy to give abundantly to 
the Team.”

Even after his retirement, VanDer-
creek’s leadership, guidance, generosity 
and enthusiasm continued to inspire 
members of the team. In recognition 

legendary professor  
Bill vanDercreek passes Away

Alumni remember 
vanDercreek
Upon learning of VanDercreek’s passing, 
numerous alumni shared memories of their 
beloved professor with the law school. Here 
are some of those messages.

“What a loss!!! Professor Bill VanDercreek was fantastic!!!! I participated in the Comparative 
Policy Studies Program for Yugoslav American Studies – which Bill invited us to the program. As 
a student, I participated in the 1986 program with Judges, lawyers and law students – it was a 
great and rewarding experience on comparative law and constitutional law, and gaining a deeper 
understanding of the political and business communities. I have stated, on numerous occasion, that 
it was one of the best international programs in which I have participated. I always think of my 
time in Yugoslavia (pre-war) and remember so many of the people we met in Dubrovnik and 
Belgrade.  Bill made it possible and I will always be grateful.

 — Amelia Rea Maguire (’87)

Bill VanDercreek
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of his unparalleled contributions, the 
William VanDercreek Award is given 
annually to a Moot Court Team mem-
ber for exemplary service to the team.

VanDercreek’s generosity extended 
beyond the Moot Court Team. In 2004, 
he gave $50,000 to the law school. 
VanDercreek’s gift, in combination 
with gifts from alumni including Ken 
Connor (’72) and John Frost (’69), 
established the William & Catherine 
VanDercreek Professorship.

One reason why VanDercreek was 
probably so passionate about moot court 
is because he was an excellent advocate. 
His list of high-profile clients included 
Jack Ruby and treasure hunter Mel Fish-
er. And he continued to represent clients 
in the years before he passed away.

In addition to leading the Moot 
Court Team, VanDercreek also facili-
tated the law school’s Summer Program 
in Law at Oxford, in England, and the 
Comparative Policy Studies Program 
for Yugoslav American Studies, in 
Dubrovnik, Croatia.

“Bill was the law school represen-
tative for many years,” said Emeritus 
Professor John F. Yetter about the 
Yugoslavia program. “He developed 
a very close and friendly relationship 

with quite a few very significant Yu-
goslavian scholars who participated in 
that program. It was a very successful 
program. The Florida State students 
who participated got a lot out of it. The 
classes themselves were educational, but 
also to see the life in Yugoslavia at that 
time was very interesting and different.”

 “Everyone who went over there, they 

learned a lot and they had a very, very 
good time,” said Jacobs.

VanDercreek’s passion for life ex-
tended outside of work. A loyal football 
fan, VanDercreek spent many fall Sat-
urdays tailgating and numerous Sunday 
afternoons surrounded by friends in his 
basement recreation room.

“What a great man. I still remember fondly, 
his Recent Supreme Court Seminar where 
he fed the lucky few students in our group 
with interesting discussion and then the finest 
steak and stone crabs. He was always someone 
you could turn to and laugh with. He made 
the dry subject of Civil Procedure enjoyable 
with his tales of courtroom battles with the big 
guns of the time. There will never be another 
Professor VanDercreek.” 

— Charlotte Danciu (’80)

“Thank you for informing us of the passing of a 
legend.  All of us that served on Moot Court 
and all of us who were fortunate enough 
to take his classes will truly miss Professor 
VanDercreek. He also taught us that those who 
are blessed with much must give to help those 
in need and support our alma mater. We shall 
see him again in ‘the undiscovered country.’”

 — Matt Carter (’88)

“He was a real gentleman and on his worst day, 
way smarter than the average bear.” 

— Tom Kirwin (’79)

“VanDercreek,” continued from page 12

Photo of 1978 Supreme Court Seminar students during a gourmet dinner held at  
VanDercreek’s home. Pictured from top to bottom, left to right are: Elizabeth J. Daniels (’79), Eduard 
J. de Guardiola (’78), The Honorable Stevan T. Northcutt (’78), unidentified male, unidentified female, 
Betty Anne (Palmer) Beavers (’78), John M. Conway (’78), Karen (Kinkennon) Specie (’78), F. James 
Manuel, Jr. (’78), Mary Lou Rajchel (’78) and Teresa J. Sopp (’78) (seated on floor)

See “VanDercreek,” continued on page 45
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Florida State University College of 
Law alumni Tommy Warren, a 1974 
graduate and prominent Tallahassee 
civil rights attorney, and his wife Kathy 
Villacorta, a 1977 graduate, have made 
an additional $100,000 cash gift to the 
law school. The gift will expand and 
bolster the existing Calvin Patterson 
Civil Rights Endowed Scholarship, 
which the couple established in 2004 
with a $100,000 gift. The original gift 
was eligible for a 50 percent match 
from the state of Florida, providing an 
additional $50,000 for the permanent 
endowment. In recognition of the addi-
tional gift, the Admissions Office in the 

law school’s new 
Advocacy Center is 
named the Calvin 
Patterson Admis-
sions Office.

The Calvin Pat-
terson Civil Rights 
Endowed Scholar-
ship pays tribute to 
the university’s first 
African-American 
footba l l player, 
who Warren be-
came close friends 
with while playing 

football and rooming together at Florida 
State. The scholarship will be used in 
general to enrich the law school and to 
provide internships and scholarships 
to College of Law students who have 
demonstrated a significant interest in 
and commitment to protecting and 
furthering the civil rights of women, 
African-Americans, and the LGBT 
community, including, but not limited 
to, in the areas of employment, health, 
voting, education, or housing and who 
are committed to a career in those fields.

“My friendship with Calvin had a 
profound impact on who I am personal-
ly and what I have done professionally,” 

said Warren. “It is our hope that this 
scholarship will ensure that there are 
competent and committed attorneys 
willing to provide representation in all 
of the areas identified in the expanded 
endowed scholarship. We also hope the 
expansion of the Patterson Scholarship 
will encourage other law school alums 
to support these goals by contributing 
to the scholarship.”

“We are all extremely grateful to 
Tommy and Kathy for their generosity 
and for their vision of a law school and 
legal system that serve all our citizens,” 
said Dean Don Weidner.

Warren practices in Tallahassee, 
Florida, specializing in class action fair 
employment law.

noteworthy

Tallahassee Attorneys Double endowment 
for Scholarships

Tommy Warren and Kathy Villacorta

The Calvin patterson Civil rights endowed Scholarship 
pays tribute to the university’s first African-American 
football player, who Warren became close friends with 
while playing football and rooming together at Florida 
State. 
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Noteworthy

Class of 1972 graduate Eugene 
E. “Gene” Stearns understands how 
important it is for senior lawyers to 
continue to stay abreast of opportuni-
ties in a rapidly changing world. A 
frequent lecturer on technology in the 
courtroom, Stearns advances a theme 
that most practicing courtroom lawyers 
understand: young lawyers are comfort-
able with technology but uncomfortable 

in the courtroom; experienced lawyers are comfortable in the 
courtroom but uncomfortable with technology.  The result, he 
says, is the growth of outside vendors who provide courtroom 
technology but at a cost that precludes use in most cases. That 
conundrum can be solved, Stearns says, if law students leave 
law school with the right skills that will make expensive 
vendors unnecessary. 

During the spring of the last two years, Stearns has 
returned to the College of Law to teach Advanced Trial 
Practice, a course that focuses on higher-level trial preparation 
and advocacy skills relating to the law, tactics, methods and 
ethics of civil litigation, with particular emphasis on teaching 
technology-savvy law students skills that will provide them 
a huge advantage. 

“Many years ago, I had the benefit of a partner who dragged 

me kicking and screaming into the modern age,” Stearns said. 
“The result has been pioneering work in our firm on the in-
house use of technology to present complex issues to juries and 
judges. Because we do it all in-house, we are able to use these 
tools in virtually every matter at a fraction of the cost charged 
by the outside services. Most importantly, because we use it all 
the time, it is a comfortable extension of our advocacy. What 
I have attempted to do in teaching trial advocacy is to help 
my students develop those same skills that will give them a 
huge advantage, both in the job market and in the courtroom.”

Stearns’ message fits perfectly with the state-of-the-art 
technology at the Advocacy Center.

  Using the Advocacy Center’s courtrooms, complete with 
high-definition displays, audio and speech reinforcement, 
recording, web-casting and video-conferencing capabilities, 
Stearns was able to show students in a hands-on atmosphere 
precisely what he does in court.

During 40 years of private practice, Stearns has success-
fully tried and argued on appeal some of the most significant 
cases in Florida and in the federal courts. He is the father of 
two Florida State College of Law alumni (Jennifer Stearns 
Buttrick (’94) and Andrew E. Stearns (’03)). 

Stearns is Chairman of Stearns Weaver Miller Weissler 
Alhadeff & Sitterson and practices in their Miami office.

Alston & Bird LLP is taking notice of the talent Florida State’s College of Law produces. The firm, with clients across the 
nation and around the world, announced in November 2011 that three Florida State law graduates are now partners. Jeffrey 
A. Cooper (’03), Brian P. Miller (’02) and Daniel C. Norris (’04) represent 13.6% of the firm’s newest partners. Florida State’s 
three alumni make up the largest number of new partners from a single school. All three work in the Atlanta office of Alston 
& Bird, where they are 21.4% of the new Atlanta-based Alston & Bird partners. Florida State law alumni R. Mark Williamson 
(’91) and Todd S. McClelland (’98) are also Alston & Bird partners. 

“Mark Williamson has been working for twenty years to increase the Florida State presence at Alston & Bird,” said Dean 
Don Weidner. “I’d say the results have been nothing short of spectacular.”

Eugene E. Stearns

Stearns puts new Advocacy Center to  
highest possible use

Top Firm names more  
Florida State partners
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Alumni gather with Students  
in Orlando and Tampa

Jennifer Dixon

Noteworthy

With a pr i-
ma r y  goa l  o f 
prov iding stu-
dents and alumni 
with the tools and 
skills needed to 
launch success-
ful job searches 
that will lead to 
fulfilling careers, 

the Placement Office at Florida State’s 
College of Law has an important task. 
Thankfully, they have some help.

This help comes in the form of 
alumni, such as Jennifer Dixon (’04), 
of counsel to the firm Lowndes, Dro-
sdick, Doster, Kantor & Reed, P.A. in 
Orlando.

Dixon, who currently serves as sec-
retary/treasurer and also chair of the 
Placement Committee of the College 
of Law Alumni Board of Directors, 
hosted an event in January at her Or-
lando firm. The informal gathering was 
an opportunity for students to engage 
with placement mentors, who make 
themselves available to answer questions 
about job search strategies, networking 
and breaking into markets, whether in 
regard to practice areas or location.

“It’s no secret that the legal job mar-

ket has contracted significantly in the 
last five years, and a key factor in getting 
hired these days is making meaningful 
connections (not just ‘networking,’ as 
the term is commonly understood) with 
other professionals,” said Dixon.

The idea to hold informal gatherings 
in various geographic areas has been 
a success so far. At the event Dixon 
hosted, placement mentors went from 
table to table to talk with groups of 
students. The mentors were able to 
meet students and form the meaningful 
connection Dixon suggests is necessary 
in the legal field. Many of these con-
nections, Dixon adds, have flourished 
after the event because the placement 
mentors have reunited with the students 
at other law events.

“As an alumnus of Florida State 
Law, and a beneficiary of the support 
and generosity of the alumni before me, 
I feel it is my duty to give back to the 
law school, especially to its students,” 
said Dixon.

A few months later, in Tampa, 
another networking event took place. 
This “meet-and-greet” brought together 
students enjoying their spring break in 
Tampa with placement mentors from 
the area. For Director of the Placement 

Office Elmer Ignacio, the informal 
characteristic of these events is vital.

“Having an informal event so par-
ticipants can meet in person is key,” 
said Ignacio. “The law students and 
attorneys have the College of Law as 
a common bond, and getting them 
together in one place is the perfect op-
portunity for law students to develop 
personal connections with attorneys.”  

If you are interested in becoming a 
placement mentor, please contact the 
Placement Office at 850.644.4495.

“As an alumnus of Florida State law, and a beneficiary of 
the support and generosity of the alumni before me, i feel 
it is my duty to give back to the law school, especially to 
its students,” said Dixon.
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W hen Lisa 
B e n c h  Ni e u-
w veld decided 
she wanted more 
p r o f e s s i o n a l 
f lexibil ity, she 
convinced two 
f e l l o w  2 0 0 5 
Florida State Law 
graduates to open 

a firm in New York City. Nieuwveld, 
Courtney Cooper and Jaspreet Singh 
opened Bench Cooper Singh LLP in 
2010. From the city that never sleeps, 
Nieuwveld was perfectly positioned 
to represent her international business 
clients.

“It is an international boutique firm 
that has clients all over the world,” said 
Nieuwveld. “I’m doing international 
arbitration as well as international com-
mercial agreements. Most often, I am 
working on international arbitration, so 
that is a type of dispute resolution where 
I am typically acting as counsel before a 
tribunal instead of a court. It is a dispute 
resolution situation, just more complex 
because it’s involving multiple laws.

“I love arbitration. I love coming up 
with arguments and pleadings, I think 
because it is more complex. There are so 
many laws involved and cultural sensi-
tivities and I enjoy that, being from an 
international background it just seems 
to fit nicely,” said Nieuwveld, who lived 
in Saudi Arabia as an expatriate child 
until she was 12.

Nieuwveld and her husband Mat-

thijs, who is a senior associate at the 
largest Dutch law firm, have moved 
many times in recent years. The couple 
met when Matthijs was studying abroad 
at Florida State. When Nieuwveld de-
cided to spend a semester at Erasmus 
University in the Netherlands, the pair’s 
relationship blossomed into more than 
friendship. Within a year of meeting, 
the couple was married. They now have 
a four-year-old daughter, Hannah, and 
a three-year-old son, Christian.

During the summer of 2011, Mat-
thijs was unexpectedly relocated from 
his firm’s New York office to the Rot-
terdam office. Returning to Europe has 
been fortuitous for Nieuwveld’s career. 

“My first boss ever, who trained me 
in international arbitration, approached 
me when he found out I came back,” said 
Nieuwveld, who previously practiced in 
the Netherlands and earned an LL.M. 
from Erasmus University. “He offered 
me the opportunity to join his firm as 
counsel, via Bench Cooper Singh.” The 
firm, Conway and Partners, is ranked 
100 by Global Arbitration Review.

Nieuwveld’s list of recent accom-
plishments also includes receiving her 
first arbitrator appointment in January 
and serving as a permanent contributor 

to the Kluwer Arbitration Blog – the 
major publisher in her field.

This spring, Nieuwveld returned to 
the United States to teach International 
Arbitration at the College of Law.

“I’m very much enjoying it,” said 
Nieuwveld during the course. “It’s been 
an excellent group of students.”

As Nieuwveld’s practice flourishes, 
her goal is to remain involved in the 
classroom. “Not to leave practice,” she 
said, “but to continue to be involved in 
teaching.”

Luckily for students, Nieuwveld is 
scheduled to teach again at Florida State 
next spring.

Noteworthy

Lisa Bench Nieuwveld

lisa Bench nieuwveld: A rising Star  
in international Arbitration

“i love arbitration. i love coming up with arguments and 
pleadings, i think because it is more complex. There are 
so many laws involved and cultural sensitivities and i 
enjoy that, being from an international background it just 
seems to fit nicely.”
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Noteworthy

HOMECOMING 2011
Approximately 300 people participated in this year’s homecoming activities. The reunion party for all alumni, hosted 

by Sean Pittman (’94) and his wife Audra, took place on Friday, November 18, at their Tallahassee home. Pittman’s 
firm, the Pittman Law Group, sponsored the event.

The following day, alumni and their families were invited to the Law Alumni Tailgate Party on the law school green, 
which immediately preceded the Florida State University versus University of Virginia football game. 

LEFT
The Honorable 
Erroll H. Powell 
(’79) and G.C. 
Murray (’12) smile 
during Saturday’s 
Law Alumni 
Tailgate Party.

ABOVE
Hosts Sean Pittman (’94) and Audra Pittman (left) stand 
next to Margaret “Peggy” Rolando (’78), who received the 
Distinguished Alum Award during Friday’s Homecoming 
event. The award recognizes a graduate who is distinguished 
professionally and who has rendered outstanding service 
to the community as well as to the College of Law. Next 
to Rolando stands Benjamin Crump (’95) and his mother, 
Helen McArthur, and Dean Don Weidner. Crump received 
the Alumni Association Service Award, which recognizes 
a graduate who has rendered distinguished service to the 
College of Law over an extended period of time. Not pictured 
is Steven G. Gey, who received the Class of ’66 Award 
posthumously. This award recognizes a non-Florida State 
law graduate who has rendered distinguished service to the 
law school and the community.
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ABOVE
Hosts Sean Pittman (’94) and Audra Pittman (left) stand 
next to Margaret “Peggy” Rolando (’78), who received the 
Distinguished Alum Award during Friday’s Homecoming 
event. The award recognizes a graduate who is distinguished 
professionally and who has rendered outstanding service 
to the community as well as to the College of Law. Next 
to Rolando stands Benjamin Crump (’95) and his mother, 
Helen McArthur, and Dean Don Weidner. Crump received 
the Alumni Association Service Award, which recognizes 
a graduate who has rendered distinguished service to the 
College of Law over an extended period of time. Not pictured 
is Steven G. Gey, who received the Class of ’66 Award 
posthumously. This award recognizes a non-Florida State 
law graduate who has rendered distinguished service to the 
law school and the community.

TOP
Alumni and guests gathered at 
the Pittman home on November 
18 during the 2011 Homecoming 
weekend.

ABOVE
A group of alumni and friends 
gather at the Alumni Tailgate 
Party.

RIGHT
Keyes, the son of alums 
Woody Rodriguez (’95) and 
the Honorable Heather Pinder 
Rodriguez (’98), plays catch at 
the tailgate party.
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Ken lawson: helping 
Florida Businesses

Leading 1,500 employees at 11 off ices 
throughout Florida is no small task, but it’s one 
that Kenneth E. “Ken” Lawson (’91) relishes 
as Secretary of the state’s Department of Busi-
ness & Professional Regulation. Lawson was 
appointed to the post by Governor Rick Scott 
on May 2, 2011. 

“My job is to ensure that we can license 
people very quickly and regulate them fairly,” 
said Lawson. “We license multiple professions 

and businesses; the goal is to ensure that people can get licensed as soon 
as possible so they can create their own business and help the economy. 
We are here to serve and we want to help them fulfill their dreams.

“It’s been a great opportunity that the governor’s given me.”
Previously, Lawson served in the United States Marine Corps, 

Judge Advocate General’s Division, as a federal prosecutor, as assistant 
secretary of enforcement for the U.S. Department of the Treasury and 
as assistant chief counsel for field operations with the Transportation 
Security Administration. More recently, Lawson was a consultant 
for Booz Allen Hamilton on an anti-corruption project in Jakarta, 
Indonesia, and then vice president for compliance at nFinanSe, Inc. 
in Tampa.

Now that he is back in Tallahassee, Lawson has made time to 
reconnect with old friends and classmates and to connect with law 
students at Florida State. He talked to students at a ‘Networking 
Nosh’ during the fall 2011 semester and also spoke with Black Law 
Students Association members this spring.

“We have an internship program here. We have a number of Florida 
State law students working as clerks,” said Lawson. “As alums, it is our 
responsibility to provide plenty of opportunities and also mentoring 
to law students so they understand the current marketplace and give 
them opportunities to grow.”

Lawson relieves the stress of his hectic schedule by practicing akido, 
a Japanese martial art he started when living in Indonesia, running 
and lifting weights in his spare time. And every Wednesday, he makes 
time to visit a Tallahassee comic book store.

“I’ve been collecting comic books since I was five years old,” said 
Lawson. “Right now, I’m a Batman kind of guy.”

Ken Lawson

During the past several months, numerous 
alumni and friends of the law school have given 
generously to the College of Law. The law school is 
acknowledging gifts for any purpose with named 
rooms in the Advocacy Center.

Phil (’75) and Rita Blank led the way with a 
$250,000 gift for scholarships that was acknow- 
ledged by the school when it named the former 
First DCA’s conference room. An anonymous 
donor pledged $150,000 to create the Middle 
Road Foundation Endowment for Excellence. In 
connection with the gift, three conference rooms 
in the law school’s Advocacy Center are named for 
professors: Curtis Bridgeman, Larry Krieger and 
Wayne Logan. Tommy Warren (’74) and Kathy 
Villacorta (’77) expanded an existing endowment 
with a gift of $100,000, which names the Calvin 
Patterson Admissions Office. A $100,000 gift 
from Fred Karlinsky (’92) names the Karlinsky 
Family Student Lounge. David Ramba (’95) made 
a $50,000 pledge to the law school, naming the 
David E. Ramba Registrar’s Office. In recogni-
tion of $25,000 gifts made by Daniel F. O’Shea 
(’89), James (’73) and Anne Corrigan, Stephen 
(’80) and Susan Ecenia, Bruce (’93) and Wendy 
Wiener (’93) and Edwin Walborsky (’79), faculty 
offices have been named in the new building. A 
$25,000 gift from Victoria L. Weber (’78) and 
David L. Powell (’87) named the Wade L. Hop-
ping Journal Office.

“The new building, which is fully paid for, 
simply gives us an additional way to say thank you 
to our donors,” said Dean Don Weidner.

For other naming opportunities, contact 
Dean Weidner at dweidner@law.fsu.edu or 
850.644.3071 or Associate Dean for Develop-
ment Mark Pankey at mpankey@law.fsu.edu, 
850.644.5160 or 850.294.1193.

gifts name 
Advocacy Center 
rooms
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 Class of 1980 member Sir Thomas 
Equels recently became a Knight of the 
Papal Order of St. Gregory Great – an 
honor ordered by Pope Benedict XVI. 
In October, Equels received the official 
papal decree – a papal bull issued by 
Pope Benedict XVI on sheepskin and 
written in Latin. His knighting ceremo-
ny took place in Orlando on March 12, 
where Bishop John Noonan installed 
Equels as a knight with a sword. The 
honor was conferred upon Equels for his 
service to the Roman Catholic Church 
and his community. 

“This is a one-in-a-million type hon-
or and is part of a very ancient tradition,” 
said Equels. “In the world, there are 
not many knights of the Palatine State. 
There is an ethical super-structure to 
the knighthood and it’s one of the 

classic orders of chivalry. I’ve tried to 
focus on the spiritual part and recom-
mit myself to making the next decade 
of my life even more meaningful in 
terms of my ability to help others, help 
our community, help our profession to 
move forward in a way that manifests 
concepts of social justice. A just society 
is a righteous society.”

Equels, who is the president and 
managing director of Equels Law Firm, 
has been involved in church-related 
service since the early 1980s. He filed 
a successful lawsuit against the federal 
government on behalf of Haitian im-
migrants who were being detained in 
South Florida and denied access to 
religious services. His clients’ first ser-
vice pursuant to the settlement was the 
1981 Christmas Mass. He has served on 

several church-related councils, boards 
and committees, and is chairman of 
the Real Estate Commission for the 
Diocese of Orlando.

An amateur artist, Equels also paints 
religious-themed art and several of his 
paintings are in churches throughout 
Florida. Equels and his wife, Lady 
Laura Fabar-Equels, have established 
an endowment at the law school focused 
on social justice.

His daughter, Mary Helena Equels, 
graduated from the College of Law 
this spring.

equels Knighted!

“This is a one-in-a-million type hon or and is part of a very 
ancient tradition,” said equels. “in the world, there are not 
many knights of the palatine State.”  
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Florida Supreme 
Court Justice  
ricky polston 
named Chief Justice

Florida Supreme Court Justice Ricky Polston (’87) was 
elected unanimously to serve as Florida’s 55th Chief Justice 
of the Florida Supreme Court, starting July 1, 2012. Polston, 
who will serve a two-year term, is the first Florida State Law 
alum to be selected as Chief Justice of the state’s highest court.

“I am deeply honored by my colleagues’ vote,” said Polston 
in a press release. “And I commit myself to be a faithful 
steward of this public trust, recognizing that I am a servant 
to the people of Florida, to the constitution, and to the laws 
of the land.”

Polston served as a judge of the First District Court of 
Appeal from January 2001 until October 2008, when he 
left to join the Supreme Court. He received his law degree 
with high honors in December of 1986 and also earned his 
bachelor’s degree from Florida State.

With his wife Deborah Ehler Polston, he has been a vocal 
advocate for children’s causes, especially in promoting the 
adoption of children from the foster care system. He and 
his wife raised four children of their own before adopting a 
sibling set of six.

Polston also teaches at least two courses per year at the 
law school. 

Alumni Key players  
in high-profile  
murder Case

Florida State University College of Law alumni have been 
well-represented in the national media this year regarding 
the fatal shooting of Trayvon Martin. The case has attracted 
media from around the United States and attorneys on both 
sides of the case have ties to the law school.

Benjamin Crump (’95), Daryl Parks (’95) and Jasmine 
Rand (’09) are all representing the family of the late Trayvon 
Martin. The three attorneys practice with the Tallahassee 
firm Parks & Crump.

George Zimmerman, the man who openly admitted to 
shooting Martin while maintaining that he acted in self-
defense, is represented by defense attorney Mark O’Mara 
(’82). O’Mara, of the O’Mara Law Group, is based out of 
Orlando, Florida.

Alisia M. Adamson (’08) is the attorney for the family of 
a 13-year-old witness. She practices in the Orlando office of 
Hylton, Adamson, Watson & Moore.

Florida Senator Chris Smith (’95) formed an indepen-
dent task force to evaluate Florida’s provocative “Stand Your 
Ground” law. The law, simply stated, allows a person to meet 
force with force if they reasonably believe they are in danger 
of being killed or seriously harmed.

“We’re thrilled that our alums are involved in all aspects 
of this important case,” said Dean Don Weidner.

Florida State’s involved alumni have been featured and in-
terviewed by an enormous number of national media outlets, 
including, but not limited to, CNN, The Huffington Post, Fox 
News and National Public Radio. 

Noteworthy

Supreme Court Justice 
Ricky Polston



23S P R I N G  2 0 1 2

Noteworthy

Matthew Kelly

W h e n  r i s -
ing 3L Matthew 
Kelly spent his 
f a l l  2 011  s e-
mester studying 
abroad in China, 
he was the first-
ever American 
to study at the 
Shanghai Insti-

tute of Foreign Trade’s (SIFT) law 
school. Kelly’s background made him 
an excellent fit for such an honor. As an 
undergraduate, he had studied Chinese 
and Business, he had already been to 
China three times, he holds a master’s 
degree in International Business, he 
took a trade simulation class co-taught 
by SIFT professors at Florida State and 
he is pursuing the International Law 
Certificate.

For Kelly, who hopes to eventually 
practice in Shanghai, SIFT’s location, 
size and connections were assets.

“Since it is a smaller university, they 
are very well networked in the city of 
Shanghai. As far as business and getting 
into big law firms in Shanghai, they are 
very well connected,” said Kelly about 
the school.

Kelly took four courses while at 
SIFT, two of which were taught in 
Chinese.

“I walked into the 
classroom with gradu-
ate level law students, 
and they were like, ‘who 
is this kid,’” said Kelly 
about the first day in one 
of his Chinese classes, 
“because they had never 
in their careers had for-
eign students. It’s not like 
our system, because you 
have to speak Chinese 
to be thrown into the 
classes. I started at about 
40 percent comprehen-
sion and ended at about 80 percent 
comprehension. And whatever I missed 
in class, I would spend time with the 
professor one-on-one to cover what I 
had missed.”

Kelly also interned at O’Melveny & 
Myers, a top law firm in China, and 
used the program as an opportunity to 
make connections with possible em-
ployers.

“I joined the American Chamber 
of Commerce, went to a lot of their 
membership events,” said Kelly.

“What I am telling other students 
who are interested in practicing in Chi-
na is, the semester abroad in Shanghai is 
a great chance to get in the city and do 
the networking. And then it is up to you 

to really follow up with those contacts. 
There are so many ex-pat lawyers over 
there – it’s their New York City.”

To further his goal of helping other 
like-minded students, Kelly plans to 
write a book.

“In my own research in trying to find 
books and systems for learning Chinese, 
I realized there weren’t any for lawyers. 
There is ‘Spanish for Lawyers,’ but there 
aren’t any for Chinese, so that is what 
I’m exploring now.”

matthew Kelly: Our man in Shanghai

“it’s not like our system, because you have to speak 
Chinese to be thrown into the classes. i started at about 
40 percent comprehension and ended at about 80 
percent comprehension.”

Kelly during a two-day hiking trip on the 
ruins of the Great Wall of China.
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Th e College of Law Board of Visitors 
met in Tallahassee on February 26-27. 
Members attended a reception on Sunday 
evening and met with students at the law 
school on Monday.

Annual Board of visitors meeting

R. Mark Williamson (‘91) meets with current students.

Noteworthy

In recognition of his 20 years of service as dean of the 
law school, faculty members presented Dean and Alumni 
Centennial Professor Donald J. Weidner with a picture 
painted by Tom Tiffi n, one of the dean’s favorite artists, at 
the February 26 reception.

Peter M. Dunbar 
(’72) presented 
“The Challenges of 
Reapportionment” 
during this year’s 
annual meeting.

The Honorable Sally Kest (’73) speaks with a student during a 
Mach Speed Mock Interview session.
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Nationally known legal scholar 
Charles J. Ogletree, Harvard’s Jesse 
Klimenko Professor of Law, visited the 
College of Law on February 8. From the 
moment he began addressing students 
and faculty members, Ogletree – who 
is called “Tree” by close friends – had 
the full house laughing and engaged. 
The professor gave a talk entitled, “Are 
We Post-Racial in the Age of Obama?” 
With areas of expertise including 
Race and the Law and Criminal Law, 
Ogletree discussed the issue of race in 
America.

Ogletree stated that even though we 
have a man of African descent in the 
White House, America is “more divided 
than we’ve ever been.” 

“From the day [Obama] was elected 
until now, we still have one black man 
in the White House, but we have more 
than one million black men in prison,” 
Ogletree stated as evidence of the fact 

that America is not post-racial. “The di-
vide is greater than ever before between 
wealthy African-Americans and poor 
African-Americans.”

The professor’s remarks included 
details from his latest book, The Pre-
sumption of Guilt. The novel analyzes 
the highly publicized 2009 arrest of 
Ogletree’s colleague and friend, Har-
vard Professor Henry Louis Gates, 
Jr. Because Ogletree also represented 
Gates, he provided little-known details 
of the case.

Following his remarks, Ogletree 
answered audience questions and signed 
copies of his book. While in Tallahas-
see, Ogletree also spoke to the Florida 
Conference of Black State Legislators. 

harvard’s Ogletree  
visits law School

“The divide is greater 
than ever before between 
wealthy African-Americans 
and poor African-
Americans.”
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Class Action

1969

DaviD Luther WooDWarD has served as 
chairman of the Citizen’s advisory Committee 
for the Florida-alabama transportation 
Planning organization (FL-aL tPo) since 
August 2009. The FL-AL TPO is a defined 
group of local officials that oversee the 
transportation planning process of escambia 
and Santa rosa counties, Florida, and the 
Lillian Portion of Baldwin County, alabama.

1970

terry PauL CoLe is a 
shareholder and 
environmental and land 
use practice attorney at 
Gunster’s tallahassee 
office. Previously, he was 
with the law firm Oertel, 
Fernandez, Cole & 

Bryant, P.a. for 25 years. he also has been 
designated as a “Leaders in their Field” by 
Chambers USA. 

Jerome m. Novey, a 
board certified marital 
and family law lawyer and 
partner at Novey Law, 
has been selected for 
inclusion in the 2012 
edition of The Best 

Lawyers in America in 
the practice area of family law. Novey also was 
appointed by Governor rick Scott to serve on 
the First appellate District Judicial Nominating 
Commission. 

riCharD h. SoLLNer, a 
shareholder in the tampa 
office of Trenam Kemker, 
has been named to the 
2012 edition of The Best 

Lawyers in America in 
the area of real estate 
law. 

a. JameS SPaLLa has been appointed director 
of the Office of Right Way at the Florida 
Department of transportation in tallahassee. 
he was formerly with the Florida Senate and 
in private practice litigating and mediating 
transportation related eminent domain and 
right of way acquisition cases. 

1971

 

RObeRT G. KeRRiGAn taught torts to law 
students in the ukraine, working with a 
program that recruits u.S. lawyers, judges and 
law professors and then matches them with 
law schools in Central europe. 

1972

 

J. WayNe hoGaN, president of the terrell 
Hogan law firm, returned to the classroom by 
teaching high school students as a participant 
in Florida’s Justice teaching Program. the 
program promotes an understanding of 
Florida’s justice system and laws, develops 
critical thinking abilities and problem-solving 
skills, and demonstrates the effective 
interaction of the courts within the 
constitutional structure. 

DeL G. Potter has been appointed by 
Governor rick Scott to Florida’s Fifth Circuit 
Judicial Nominating Commission. he is a 
partner with the Mount Dora firm Potter 
Clement Lowry.

1973

thomaS F. iCarD, Jr., a shareholder at the 
law firm icard, Merrill, Cullis, Timm, Furen & 
Ginsburg, Pa, was a speaker at a continuing 
education seminar concerning Florida’s 
construction lien laws. the seminar was held 
at the hyatt Place Sarasota/Bradenton airport 
and hosted by Lorman educational Services.

SeNator JohN eDWiN thraSher received 
the vires award from Florida State university 
during the fall meeting of the general faculty.

1974

StaNN W. GiveNS’ law 
firm, Givens Law Group, 
was awarded a tier one 
ranking for family law 
firms by U.S. News & 

World Report. The firm 
has more than 100 years 
combined legal 

experience and boasts two attorneys board 
certified in the area of marital and family law. 
he is founder of Givens Law Group and a past-
president of the american academy of 
matrimonial Lawyers, Florida chapter. he also 
is listed in Super Lawyers 2011 and Best 

Lawyers in America 2012. 

CharLeS F. mCCLamma has retired from 
California’s Office of the Attorney General. 

1975

Betty J. SteFFeNS has retired. She began 
her 10-year career at Florida State university 
under President Bernie Sliger before going 
to work in the general counsel offices of 
governors reubin askew and Bob Graham. 

Alumni notes
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President T.K. Wetherell brought Steffens 
back to the university as general counsel in 
2003. 

1976

LoNNie N. Groot, of the law firm Stenstrom, 
mcintosh, Colbert, Whigham & Partlow, P.a., 
was appointed to the board of directors of the 
Boys & Girls Clubs of volusia/Flagler Counties 
on September 21, 2011. 

THe HOnORAbLe LeWiS M. KiLLiAn, JR., after 
25 years of service with the united States 
Bankruptcy Court for the Northern District of 
Florida, announced his plans to retire from the 
federal bench on July 24, 2012. Killian served 
as an officer in the U.S. Army and then went 
on to start his law career as an attorney with 
ervin, Varn, Jacobs, Odom, and Kitchen. 

JoLeN raWLS WoLF, former legal writing 
professor, has joined the mills Firm. She can 
be reached at 203 N. Gadsden St., Ste. 1-a, 
tallahassee, FL 32301, 850.765.0897 or 
jwolf@mills-appeals.com. 

1977

 

the hoNoraBLe JoSe r. roDriGuez finished 
a sprint triathlon third place in his age group 
and was featured in an orlando blog on the 
importance of exercise and healthy eating. 

1978

aLaN e. taNNeNBaum can now be reached 
at tannenbaum Scro hanewich & alpert, P.L., 
1990 main St., Ste. 725, Sarasota, FL 34236.

roBert a. CoLe, of 
upchurch, Watson, White 
& max in Jacksonville, 
just completed his one 
year presidency of the 
Florida Chapters of the 
american Board of trial 
advocates (FLaBota). he 

also was voted the FLaBota trial Lawyer of 
the year in 2008 and has been recognized as 
a Florida Super Lawyer since 2007. 

aNthoNy La ruSSa, Jr. retired as the 
manager of the St. Louis Cardinals three days 
after winning the 2011 World Series. 

ByrD F. marShaLL, Jr. 
was recognized as one of 
Best Lawyers’ 2012 
Lawyers of the year.  
 
 
 

KARen K. SPeCie has 
been elected as a fellow 
of the american College 
of Bankruptcy, an 
organization of 
representatives from all 
federal judicial circuits. 
Specie, who was named 

to Florida Super Lawyers in bankruptcy for 
2007-2011, also joined Akerman Senterfitt as 
of counsel, where she will continue her 
practice in bankruptcy creditor representation 
and commercial litigation from the firm’s 
Jacksonville office. She also is an adjunct 
professor of law, teaching Bankruptcy and 
Secured transactions at the university of 
Florida law school.  

aLiCia C. Smith has joined mercer 
Government human Services Consulting as 
a partner. She can be reached at 900 2nd 
St., N.e., Ste. 221, Washington, D.C. 20002, 
202.204.9405 or alicia.c.smith@mercer.com. 

1979

Peter v. aNtoNaCCi was 
appointed by Gov. rick 
Scott to the position of 
State attorney for the 
Fifteenth Judicial Circuit, 
in and for Palm Beach 
County. 

DaviD S. Dee has been 
selected for inclusion in 
the 2012 edition of The 

Best Lawyers in 

America, which named 
Dee as the 2012 Lawyer 
of the year in tallahassee 
in the area of 

environmental litigation. Chambers USA also 
recently included Dee in its 2012 directory of 
America’s Leading Lawyers for Business. he 
practices environmental, land use and 
administrative law at Gardner, Bist, Wiener, 
Wadsworth, Bowden, Bush, Dee, Lavia & 
Wright, P.a. 

J. LaNe miDDLetoN, iii was a guest judge at 
the Nova Southeastern moot Court Society’s 
Feinrider Competition.

1980

CharLotte h. DaNCiu, who practices family 
law, was appointed to the Florida Commission 
on the Status of Women by attorney General 
Pam Bondi.

BruCe D. LamB has 
joined the Tampa office 
of Gunster as a 
shareholder. Lamb 
focuses his practice on 
business litigation, 
corporate law, 
government affairs and 

healthcare law. he also has been designated 
as a “Leaders in their Field” by Chambers 

USA. 

DOnALD M. HinKLe was 
named to the 2012 
edition of The Best 

Lawyers in America. 
hinkle is a founding 
partner at the law firm of 
hinkle & Foran in 
tallahassee. 

MARK J. PATTeRSOn, a shareholder at 
Waddey and Patterson, was recognized as the 
“Nashville Best Lawyers Litigation-intellectual 
Property Lawyer of the year” by Best Lawyers.
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SteFaN v. SteiN was 
recognized by Best 

Lawyers on its list, 2012 
Lawyers of the year. he 
has annually been 
included on the list since 
2006. 

DaviD a. yoN was named 
to the 2012 edition of 
The Best Lawyers in 

America in the area of 
insurance law. yon is a 
shareholder of radey 
thomas yon & Clark, P.a. 
in tallahassee. 

1981

roBert B. BeitLer is now the general 
counsel to the inspector General of Palm 
Beach County.

marJorie StarNeS-BiLotti was appointed to 
the district board of trustees of edison State 
College by Governor rick Scott.

 

JohN S. FaGaN, (above right) of First Coast 
accident Lawyers in orange Park, was sworn 
in as Clay County Bar President. 

THOMAS M. JenKS joined 
the Jacksonville office of 
Gunster as a shareholder. 
he can be reached at 
225 Water St., Ste. 1750, 
Jacksonville, FL 32202, 
904.350.7195 or 
tjenks@gunster.com. 

LAWRenCe A. KeLLOGG filed a class action 
suit against one of John Paulson’s large hedge 
funds in February and has been quoted in the 
Wall Street Journal about the case and his 
involvement.

JohN W. LeWiS received his fifth certification 
by the Florida Bar Board of Legal 
Specialization and education in civil trial law.

1982

JohN W. LittLe, iii has joined Gunster as a 
shareholder. he can be reached at 777 S. 
Flagler Dr., Ste. 500 east, West Palm Beach, 
FL, 33401 or 561.650.0701. 

the hoNoraBLe roBert G. PaNSe was 
appointed to the Palm Beach County Court by 
Governor rick Scott.

1983

C. JohN ChriSteNSeN can now be reached at 
the law offices of Katzman, Garfinkel & berger, 
300 N. maitland ave., maitland, FL 32751, 
407.539.3900 or Jchristensen@kgblawfirm.
com.

SaNDra e. FeiNziG is in afghanistan working 
with the international Development Law 
organization, opening specialized violence 
against women units in six provinces.

riCharD D. tritSChLer is now serving as 
general counsel of Florida’s Office of early 
Learning. 

1984

raNDaLL W. haNNa has been named 
chancellor of the Florida College System. 
he previously was managing shareholder of 
Bryant miller olive and has served on several 
higher education boards. 

JoShua a. WhitmaN was 
elected 2012 national 
treasurer of the american 
Board of trial advocates. 
he is a partner and 
shareholder of the 
Jacksonville firm Milton, 
Leach, Whitman, 

D’andrea & eslinger, P.a. 

1985

timothy JameS mCCauSLaND has been 
appointed to the tenth Circuit Judicial 
Nominating Commission by Governor rick 
Scott. he has been the attorney for the City of 
Lakeland since 1992.

BriaN S. mChuGh, a shareholder of 
Greenspoon marder, has been certified 
by the Florida Supreme Court as a circuit 
court mediator to all judicial circuit courts 
throughout Florida. mchugh is a member of 
the Florida Bar real Property Probate and 
trust Law and trial Lawyers sections. 

1986

 

JeFFrey P. BaSSett concentrates on juvenile 
dependency and delinquency in private 
practice. When not in court, he spends his 
time on stage, having been cast in numerous 
community theatre lead roles, including Georg 
von trapp (“Sound of music”), John Dolittle 
(“Doctor Dolittle”) and Daddy Warbucks 
(“annie”). 

JameS i. BriGGS, Jr. 
received a two-year 
appointment to the 
aviation Security advisory 
Committee with the u.S. 
Department of homeland 
Security. he currently is 
the vice-president of 

legal affairs for the non-profit trade 
association airports Council international - 
North america in Washington, D.C. 

the hoNoraBLe WiLLiam a. LeaveLL, iii has 
retired as a district court judge in the 24th 
Judicial District of North Carolina. 

FraNCiSCo J. SaNChez, Jr., the u.S. 
Department of Commerce under Secretary, 
spoke during the Florida Chamber of 
Commerce’s annual international Days 
and was one of Florida State’s spring 
commencement ceremony speakers.

1987

M. KRiSTen ALLMAn is of counsel in the 
Tampa office of Constangy, brooks & Smith, 
LLP. She practices employment law, focusing 
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on wage and hour compliance and litigation, 
litigation prevention and defense and 
occupational safety and health. 

JUSTiCe RiCKy L. 
PoLStoN became the first 
Florida State law alum 
elected to serve as Chief 
Justice of the Florida 
Supreme Court. he begins 
his term as the 55th Chief 
Justice on July 1.

STeVen RAnDALL WALKeR serves as general 
counsel to the National association of 
Corporate Directors.

1988

revereND mattheW m. 
Carter, ii was appointed 
to the Florida Board of 
Governors of the State 
university System by 
Governor rick Scott. 
Carter has been a senior 
staff director at the 

Florida Senate since 2010. 

1989

 

CoL. SteveN PauL heSter (above middle) 
was promoted to Colonel, united States army 
reserve, and assumed command of the 139th 
Legal Support organization.  

MARK RAGUSA has 
joined the law office of 
Gunster in tampa as a 
shareholder. he practices 
in the areas of business 
litigation, corporate law 
and healthcare law. he 
can be reached at 

813.222.6619 or mragusa@gunster.com. 

PhiLiP J. SyPuLa is retiring from practicing 
civil and personal injury litigation at the law 
firm of Philip J. Sypula, P.A. 

1992

DoNNa e. BLaNtoN was 
recognized by The Best 

Lawyers in America in 
the area of 
administrative/regulatory 
law and government 
relations practice. 
Blanton is a shareholder 

at radey thomas yon & Clark. 

CharLeS m. harriS, Jr. 
has been named 
managing shareholder of 
Trenam Kemker’s St. 
Petersburg office. Harris 
is a member of the firm’s 
commercial litigation 
practice group. 

the most avidly read section of Florida State Law 

is “Class action.” the law school’s more than 8,000 

alumni want to know what their classmates have been 

doing – awards they have received, high-profile cases 

they have won, law firms or cities they have moved to, 

pro bono activities they have undertaken and more. 

Just as important: Did you get married? have a baby? 

Write a novel? run a marathon? Perform in a band? 

if you have anything that you would like to include in 

Class action, please send information to rshepher@

law.fsu.edu or mail this form to:

The Florida State University College of Law,

Office of Development and Alumni Affairs, 

Tallahassee, FL 32306-1601

Name:      CLaSS year:  

home aDDreSS: 

City:     State:   ziP: 

home PhoNe:    home Fax: 

JoB titLe: 

tyPe oF BuSiNeSS: 

emPLoyer/Firm: 

PraCtiCe area: 

BuSiNeSS aDDreSS: 

City:     State:  ziP:

BuSiNeSS PhoNe:   BuSiNeSS Fax:

e-maiL aDDreSS:

iNFormatioN For CLaSS aCtioN:

Send Us
Your News
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mariaNNe r. hoWaNitz, 
personal injury attorney 
with marianne howanitz, 
P.a. in ocala, received 
the outstanding 
volunteer award from 
marion County’s Junior 
achievement. 

FReD e. KARLinSKy, a 
Colodny, Fass, talenfeld, 
Karlinsky & Abate 
shareholder, 
accompanied Florida 
Governor rick Scott on a 
weeklong foreign trade 
mission trip to israel. 

mary F. WhitNey is now with the Louisiana 
Judiciary. She can be reached at the Judiciary 
Commission of Louisiana, 400 royal St., Ste. 
1190, New orleans, La 70130, 504.310.2550 
or mwhitney@lajao.org.

DaNieL te youNG has been named general 
counsel for the underground Contractors 
association of Florida. he is a shareholder of 
Vezina, Lawrence & Piscitelli, P.A., in the fi rm’s 
Fort Lauderdale offi ce. 

1993

LAVeRne LeWiS GASKinS has been appointed 
to serve on the Georgia Code revision 
Commission. She is an attorney for valdosta 
State university in Georgia.

1994

marC W. DuNBar was profi led by The 

Tallahassee Democrat. the legal career and 
personal life of Dunbar, whose work recently 
focused on bringing gambling to Gadsden County, 
was shared. he is a shareholder at Pennington 
moore Wilkinson Bell & Dunbar in tallahassee.

JuaN C. martiNez has been recognized as 
one of South Florida Legal Guide’s 2012 
top Lawyers. he practices commercial and 
real estate litigation in Grayrobinson’s 
Miami offi ce. He can be reached at 1221 
Brickell ave., Ste. 1600, miami, FL 33131, 
305.416.6880 or juan.martinez@gray-
robinson.com.

traviS L. miLLer is president of radey 
thomas yon & Clark, P.a., which was named 
by Florida Trend magazine one of the “Best 
Companies to Work for in Florida” for 2011. 
The fi rm was one of only three Tallahassee-
based businesses listed. 

1995

WiLLiam h. StaFForD, iii is assistant general 
counsel for the Florida Department of health. 
he can be reached at 4052 Bald Cypress Way, 
tallahassee, FL 32399, 850.245.4640 or 
William_stafford@doh.state.fl .us.

SteveN B. WhittiNGtoN is the Clay County 
Bar association vice President. he practices 
at Whittington & Culbert in Green Cove 
Springs, FL.

the hoNoraBLe 
PhyLLiS r. WiLLiamS 
was appointed as a 
magistrate judge. She 
can be reached at 
404.378.1665 or prw@
phylliswilliamspc.com. 

1996

FeLiCia S. thomaS has published her debut 
novel, 80 Proof Lives. the book received the 
President’s award from the Florida Publishers 
association, inc. 

GreGory m. ChaBoN 
has been named to the 
2012 list of The Best 

Lawyers in America. he 
is a corporate and 
securities attorney in the 
Greensboro, n.C., offi ce 
of Womble Carlyle 

Sandridge & rice, PLLC. 

JaSoN a. mCGrath, of 
mcGrath and Spielberger, 
PLLC, was the featured 
speaker at a recent 
continuing legal 
education presentation 
for the mecklenburg 
County Bar in Charlotte, 

N.C. the CLe was entitled “establishing and 
maintaining a virtual Law Practice” and was a 
follow-up to the virtual law aspect of the fi rm’s 
practice being mentioned in the american Bar 
association’s Law Practice Management 
magazine. 

1997

CoNaL F. DoyLe has 
received the 2011 Public 
Justice achievement 
award and been named a 
fi nalist for the Consumer 
attorneys of California 
(CaoC) 2011 Consumer 
attorney of the year 

award and the Consumer attorneys of Los 
angeles (CaaLa) 2011 trial Lawyer of the year 
award for his work on Castaneda v. State of 

California. he also has been selected by his 
peers for inclusion in the 2012 edition of Best 

Lawyers in America in medical malpractice 
law and personal injury litigation. 

eLizaBeth e. thomaS has moved from Butler, 
Snow, o’mara, Stevens & Cannada, PLLC’s 
Ridgeland, MS, offi ce to their Gulfport, MS, 
offi ce. She can be reached at 601.985.4546 
or elizabeth.thomas@butlersnow.com. 

We Need your help
Please take a moment to log in to the law school alumni Direc-
tory Web site, www.law.fsu.edu/alumni/alumnidir.html, and 
update your personal information. this is a great reference tool 
for classmates to get in touch with one another, to network and 
to refer business to fellow alumni.
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1998

G. toDD CottriLL joined 
the Jacksonville office of 
Gunster as a shareholder. 
he can be reached at 
225 Water St., Ste. 1750, 
Jacksonville, FL 32202, 
904.350.7408 or 
tcottrill@gunster.com.

CaroLyN a. eGaN has been named interim 
general counsel for Florida State university. 
She has served as associate general counsel 
for the past four years. in that role, she has 
been the university’s lead attorney on a 
number of issues, particularly those pertaining 
to labor relations and employment law.

the hoNoraBLe heather PiNDer 
roDriGuez has been appointed by Florida 
Governor rick Scott to the Ninth Judicial 
Circuit Court. She previously was senior 
counsel for Holland & Knight’s national 
Construction industry Practice Group.

JoSePh J. WarD is an adjunct professor at 
Saint Leo university. he also works for the 
Southwest Florida Water management District.

1999

aNthoNy C. aLFoNSo has been elected chair of 
the Broward Branch of u.S. Green Building Council, 
South Florida Chapter. he is senior counsel in 
Holland & Knight’s Fort Lauderdale office.

 

earNeSt a. DeLoaCh, Jr. published an article 
entitled “Seven tricky Contract terms and 

What they really mean” in the winter 2011 
edition of Seminole Magazine. DeLoach also 
served as a panelist on u.S. Congresswoman 
Corrine Brown’s Church Foreclosure 
Prevention Seminar. he also was featured as 
one of the “25 young attorneys on the rise” in 
RYSE magazine. His firm, young DeLoach 
PLLC, was named the 2011 New emerging 
Business of the year by the african american 
Chamber of Commerce of Central Florida. 

MAJOR JOHn L. KieL, JR. 
serves as the deputy 
staff judge advocate of 
the 7th u.S. army Joint 
multinational training 
Command located in 
Grafenwoehr, Germany. 
he manages the day-to-

day legal operations of the united States army 
throughout Bavaria. 

KenneTH D. PRATT is now the vice president 
of governmental affairs for the Florida 
Bankers association. he can be reached at 
1001 thomasville rd., Ste. 201, tallahassee, 
FL 32303, 850.224.2265 or kpratt@
floridabankers.com.

LeroN e. roGerS joined Lewis Brisbois 
Bisgaard & Smith LLP as a partner in its 
entertainment and commercial litigation 
practice groups. He will help lead the firm’s 
entertainment and intellectual property 
practice in its Atlanta office.

2000

RObin D. bLACK is now in-house staff counsel 
for CNa insurance. 

riCharD L. Barry is now a shareholder of 
Grayrobinson, P.a. in orlando.

KyLe S. FiSCHeR joined Day Crowley, LLC and 
focuses on representing military soldiers in 
matters involving criminal defense, personal 
injury and veteran’s claims.

2001

rePreSeNtative marCeLo LLoreNte has 
joined LSN Partners, a full-service national 
government affairs and strategic business 
development firm, as an equity partner. 
He is based in the Miami beach office and 
concentrates on private sector business 
development. 

eriC D. moLiNa has been selected by the 
Gulf Coast Business Review as one of 40 
business people under the age of 40 who 
represent the next generation of leaders on 
the Gulf Coast of Florida. 

roBert S. SWaiNe has been appointed to the 
tenth Circuit Judicial Nominating Commission 
by Florida Governor rick Scott. 

J. CameroN thurBer, 
counsel to the inspector 
general and chief 
investigator for the 
Federal election 
Commission, received the 
award for outstanding 
Contributions to the 

inspector General Communication at the 2011 
Council of Counsels to the inspector General 
annual awards ceremony in Washington, D.C. 
he can be reached at 999 e St., N.W., 
Washington, D.C., 20463, 202.694.1316 or 
jthurber@fec.gov. 

2002

CarLoS e. moore, who 
practices in Grenada, 
MS, has been certified as 
a member of the million 
Dollar advocates Forum, 
one of the most 
prestigious groups of trial 
lawyers in the united 
States. 

eLizaBeth m. vaN DeN BerG has been 
admitted to practice before the u.S. District 
Court for the middle District of Florida. She 
practices in the areas of personal injury 
and accidents, wrongful death, wills and 
estates, real estate insurance, guardianships 
and construction law at Goldstein, Buckley, 
Cechman, rice & Purtz, P.a. 

2003

roBert L. roGerS, iii, and his wife KARA 
DeCKeR ROGeRS (‘04), celebrated the birth of 
their first child, Clair elizabeth, on December 
9, 2011. he is an associate in holland & 
Knight’s Orlando office, practicing complex 
commercial litigation, and was named a rising 
Star by Florida Super Lawyers magazine in 
2011. She is an employee relations manager 
at Walt Disney Parks and resorts. 
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AMAnDA KeeneR 
Barritt, a condominium 
and real estate law 
practitioner at henderson, 
Franklin, Starnes & holt, 
P.a., has been appointed 
as the public relations 
officer for the Lee County 

association for Women Lawyers.  

QuiNN a. heNDerSoN is 
now a partner at adams 
and reese LLP in St. 
Petersburg.  
 
 
 

the hoNoraBLe SteveN C. heNDerSoN, 
of Port orange, was appointed to the volusia 
County Court by Florida Governor rick Scott. 

BriaN D. huDSoN has been appointed to 
Florida’s Fifth Circuit Judicial Nominating 
Commission by Governor rick Scott. he 
practices in the Lake Sumter Landing office of 
mcLin Burnsed.

miChaeL L. WieNer has 
been named partner in 
Holland & Knight’s 
Lakeland office.  
 
 

2004

MARK L. bOnFAnTi 
recently joined the Labor 
and employment Practice 
at Gunster’s tallahassee 
office. He specializes in 
labor relations for private 
and public employers, 
including collective 

bargaining, union organizing campaigns and 
union avoidance training. 

BraNDoN G. Cathey is 
now a shareholder of 
Swope, rodante P.a., a 
civil trial litigation firm 
which focuses on 
catastrophic injury and 
insurance bad faith. he 

can be reached at 1234 5th ave. e., tampa, 
FL 33605, 813.273.0017 or brandonc@
swopelaw.com. 

Sarah r. hamiLtoN has 
joined taft Stettinius & 
hollister LLP as an 
associate in the firm’s 
Business & Finance 
Practice Group. She is 
located in the firm’s 
indianapolis office. She 

focuses her practice on corporate 
transactions, including mergers and 
acquisitions, private equity, corporate finance 
and commercial lending. 

SyLvia y. SimmoNS won 
the Florida Guardian ad 
Litem Program’s 
executive Director award 
for her extraordinary 
efforts to help abused 
and neglected children. 
She has been an attorney 

with the program in the Fifth Judicial Circuit for 
approximately seven years. 

DaNieL C. NorriS has been named a partner 
in the Atlanta office of Alston & bird LLP’s 
Litigation and trial Practice Group. he can be 
reached at 1201 W. Peachtree St., atlanta, 
Ga 30309, 404.881.7826, or daniel.norris@
alston.com.

traCy N. reCorD opened the record 
Law Firm, LLC, a firm dedicated to criminal 
defense. She can be reached at 119 e. 
Georgia St., Ste. 10, tallahassee, FL 32301, 
850.322.7652 or recordlaw@gmail.com. 

KARA DeCKeR ROGeRS and her husband 
roBert L. roGerS, iii (‘03), celebrated 
the birth of their first child, Clair elizabeth, 
on December 9, 2011. She is an employee 
relations manager at Walt Disney Parks and 
Resorts. He is an associate in Holland & Knight’s 
Orlando office, practicing complex commercial 
litigation, and was named a rising Star by 
Florida Super Lawyers magazine in 2011. 

StaCi m. reWiS is now 
an associate at the 
Jacksonville office of 
Gunster. She can be 
reached at 225 Water 
St., Ste. 1750, 
Jacksonville, FL 32202, 
904.350.7414 or 
srewis@gunster.com. 

BreNt t. zimmermaN 
has been named a 
partner in the 
Jacksonville-based 
Bachara Construction 
Law Group. he can be 
reached at 
904.562.1068 or 

bzimmerman@bacharagroup.com. 

2005

LiSa BeNCh NieuWveLD 
has been appointed as 
counsel for Conway & 
Partners in rotterdam, 
the Netherlands. it is 
ranked in the top 100 
international arbitration 
firms by Global 

Arbitration Review. this appointment comes 
through her position as a partner at Bench 
Cooper Singh LLP in New york City. 

AMAnDA L. bROCK, who 
practices environmental 
and land use law at 
henderson, Franklin, 
Starnes & holt, P.a., has 
been appointed to serve 
on the City of Fort myers 
brownfields Advisory 

Board. this board is important to the city’s 
goal to turn around abandoned or under-used 
real property. 

CAMeROn M. KenneDy joined Searcy Denney 
Scarola Barnhart & Shipley, P.a. he can be 
reached at 517 Calhoun St., tallahassee, FL 
32301 or 850.224.7600.

mattheW D. LieBeNhaut has opened the 
Law Office of Matt Liebenhaut, PLLC. The 
practice is focused on representing the 
elderly and disabled in a variety of matters. 
additionally, he will continue to represent 
individuals and businesses in various 
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administrative and litigation matters. he can 
be reached at 1210 e. Park ave., tallahassee, 
FL 32301, 850.270.6977 or matt@
liebenhautlaw.com 

C. KHAi PATTeRSOn has opened Patterson 
Lewy, LLC. The firm focuses on children and 
young adults’ issues including education, 
school discipline, child care, adoption, custody 
and child support. She also will continue to 
practice appeals. She can be reached at 
1020 e. Lafayette St., Ste. 209, tallahassee, 
FL 32301, 850.402.9015 or Khai@
legalcare4kids.com. 

2006

SaQiB iShaQ is now a senior associate at 
Grayrobinson, P.a. in orlando.

JOHn M. LOCKWOOD has opened John m. 
Lockwood & associates. he can be reached 
at 200 W. College ave., Ste. 307, tallahassee, 
FL 32301, 850.694.2978 or john@
lockwoodlawfirm.com.

WiLLiam G. LazeNBy, 
who practices corporate 
and banking law, 
commercial litigation and 
bankruptcy law, has been 
named partner at 
englander Fischer, 
located in St. Petersburg. 

JohN m. martiNez has been appointed by 
Florida Governor rick Scott as an orange 
County Commissioner. he is the son of 
SeNator meL r. martiNez (’73). 

MeLAnie SHOeMAKeR 
GriFFiN was elected 
president-elect-designate 
of the Florida Bar young 
Lawyers Division. She will 
be sworn in as president-
elect of the division at 
the annual Convention 

this summer, and as president at the annual 
Convention in 2013. She can be reached at 
800 N. magnolia ave., Ste. 1500, orlando, FL 
32803, 407.841.1200 or Mgriffin@deanmead.
com. 

Sarah LiNDQuiSt PaPe 
has been named 
shareholder at 
Zimmerman Kiser 
Sutcliffe, attorneys at 
Law. She can be reached 
at 315 e. robinson St., 
Ste. 600, orlando, FL 

32801, 407.425.7075 (ext. 114) or spape@
zkslawfirm.com. 

2007

riCharD a.C. aLtoN and JaSoN r. StruBLe 
accepted an offer of publication from the 
Michigan State University College of Law 

Journal of International Law. the short title of 
their article is “the Legacy of operation allied 
Force.” this is their second joint publication 
on international law and Struble’s third 
publication all together. 

JameS J. arGeNto, a 
prosecutor for the State 
Attorney’s Office in the 
Fifth Judicial Circuit in 
tavares, FL, was 
appointed to the City of 
Leesburg Charter review 
Committee and was 

reappointed to the City of Leesburg Planning 
Commission as a planning commissioner 
alternate. 

BarBara J. LeaCh has opened Barbara 
Leach Law, PL. She can be reached at 2431 
aloma ave., Ste. 124, Winter Park, FL 32792, 
407.672.1252 or Barbara@bleachlaw.com.

Carrie m. LeoNtitSiS 
and FraNCiS S. 
LeoNtitSiS were married 
on october 22, 2011. 
they both practice in 
Charlotte County, Florida. 
She works at olmsted & 
Wilson, P.a. and he works 

for mary a. Byrski, P.a. they both concentrate 
in the areas of probate and trust 
administration, guardianship and estate 
planning. 

eriC W. DemiNG is now with morgan & 
Morgan in the Orlando office located at 20 n. 
orange ave., Ste. 400, orlando, FL 32801. he 
can also be reached at 407.420.1414.

MATTHeW R. nAPARSTeK is now with methe 
& rockenbach, P.a. he can be reached at 
1555 Palm Beach Lakes Blvd., Ste. 400, West 
Palm Beach, FL 33401, 561.727.3600 or 
mnaparstek@flacivillaw.com.

2008

aNDreW J. CoLLiNSoN 
has joined the law firm of 
Trenam Kemker as an 
associate at the St. 
Petersburg office. He 
practices in the area of 
commercial litigation. 
 

BeNJamiN J. GiBSoN was 
elected to the Florida Bar 
young Lawyers Division 
Board of Governors 
representing the 
tallahassee area. he will 
be sworn in at the annual 
Convention this summer. 

WiLLiAM P. KeiTH joined Duckor Spradling 
metzger & Wynne as a litigation associate. he 
can be reached at 3043 4th ave., San Diego, 
Ca 92103, 619.209.3000 or keith@dsmwlaw.
com. 

raCheL e. NorDBy was appointed deputy 
solicitor general at Florida’s Office of the 
Solicitor General.

aLaN C. NaSh was elected vice president of 
the Fort Lauderdale Community Development 
Corporation. he also was chosen for inclusion 
on Super Lawyers’ 2012 Florida Rising Star list, 
reserved for lawyers who have shown excellence 
in practice, who are either 40 years old or 
younger or in practice for ten years or fewer. 

zaChary W. ProCter joined the ryczek Firm 
in Lawrenceville, Ga. he specializes in Dui 
defense, mediation and arbitration.

heNry a. StiLeS, iv joined the Tampa office 
of Shutts & Bowen, LLP, as an associate. he 
can be reached at 4301 W. Boy Scout Blvd., 
Ste. 300, tampa, FL 33607, 813.229.8900 or 
hstiles@shutts.com.
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2009

roBert a. mCGLyNN 
has joined Kaye & 
Bender P.L., a full service 
commercial law firm 
concentrating on the 
representation of 
community associations, 
as an associate. he 

specializes in collections and lien 
foreclosures. 

JohN DorriS is now a bankruptcy associate 
at Latham, Shuker, eden & Beaudine in 
orlando. 

hoWie Fox is now senior 
assistant general counsel 
in the Florida Department 
of environmental 
Protection’s Civil 
enforcement Section, 
Office of General Counsel. 
he also was a guest 

speaker in the spring 2012 environmental Law 
class. 

JOnATHAn M. SyKeS has 
joined the central Florida 
office of burr & Forman 
LLP as a member of the 
firm’s Financial Services 
Litigation practice group.  
 

JameS r. DouGLaSS, iii is an associate in 
the Tampa office of Fisher & Phillips LLP, a 
national labor and employment firm.

 

ShaNe t. CoSteLLo and JeSSiCa D. 
GooDWiN were married on Nov. 5, 2011. 
Florida State Law alums miCheLLe L. 
CoNNeLLy and PATRiCK V. DOUGLAS were 
members of the wedding party. the couple 

currently resides in tampa. he is an associate 
with Butler Pappas, LLP and she is an 
associate with ogden & Sullivan, P.a. 

mattheW a. zoLNor is now assistant general 
counsel at mSC Care management.

2010

GReGORy bLACK is a lobbyist for metz, 
Husband & Daughton law firm. He can be 
reached at 215 S. monroe St., Ste. 505, 
tallahassee, FL 32301, 850.205.9000 or 
Greg.black@metzlaw.com. 

teriN m. BarBaS 
Cremer is on the board 
of directors for the 
Second harvest of the 
Big Bend and was 
appointed to the hispanic 
alumni of Notre Dame 
Board. She is assistant 

general counsel at the Florida agency for 
Persons with Disabilities. 

NiChoLaS DyaL is now 
an associate in the 
Jacksonville office of 
Gunster. he can be 
reached at 225 Water 
St., Ste. 1750, 
Jacksonville, FL 32202, 
904.350.7195 or ndyal@
gunster.com. 

ShayNa a. FreymaN, an associate in the Fort 
Lauderdale office of GrayRobinson, P.A., was 
recently selected to serve on the Ghost Light 
Society’s Steering Committee, which strives to 
inspire members to promote and celebrate the 
performing arts.

 

NiChoLe C. miLtoN is an assistant district 
attorney with Fulton County. She and her 
husband, rodney - a planner with the City of 
atlanta - are the happy parents of ellis, 1 year, 
and Kennedi, 2 years. 

JaCQueLyN reDmoND married Patrick 
redmond in January. She also passed the 
massachusetts and Florida Bar exams and 
joined Dhar Law, LLP as an associate. She 
can be reached at two atlantic ave., 4th 
Fl., Boston, ma 02110, 617.880.6155 or 
Jacquelyn@dharlawllp.com. 

t. JaSoN riLey has accepted an offer for a 
federal clerkship with administrative Law 
Judge thomas P. mcCarthy of the Federal mine 
Safety & health review Commission. he can 
be reached at 601 New Jersey ave., N.W., Ste. 
9500, Washington, DC 20001, 202.233.4003 
or jriley@fmshrc.gov.

2011

Jay J. athey has joined the Pensacola office of 
Galloway, Johnson, tompkins, Burr & Smith.

TiMOTHy b. bAKeR is a junior partner at 
Data Targeting, a Florida consulting firm. He 
is a former spokesman for Florida Senate 
President mike haridopolos’ u.S. Senate 
campaign and the past campaign manager for 
Sen. Lizbeth Benacquisto.

WheeLer h. BryaNt was hired as an associate 
at the law firm of McConnaughhay, Duffy, 
Coonrod, Pope & Weaver, P.a., in their Pensacola 
office. He can be reached at 316 S. baylen St., 
Ste. 500, Pensacola, FL 32502, 850.434.7122 
or wbryant@mcconnaughhay.com. 

teSSa r. DaviS is pursuing her LL.m. 
in taxation at New york university and 
received honorable mention in the theodore 
tannenwald, Jr. Foundation for excellence in 
tax Scholarship’s 2011 Writing Competition 
for a paper, “reproducing value,” she wrote 
during her 3L year at Florida State.

KRiSTA A. DOLAn passed the New york Bar 
exam.

eriC S. GiuNta wrote an exclusive article, “a 
Legal analysis: trayvon martin tragedy has 
nothing To Do with ‘Stand your Ground,’” for 
the Sunshine State News.
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ChriStiN F. GoNzaLez 
recently joined Novey 
Law as an associate. 
Novey Law is a boutique 
law firm in Tallahassee 
that provides legal 
services in the areas of 
marital and family law 

and has been ranked as one of the 2011-
2012 Best Law Firms by U.S. News & World 

Report. 

GaBrieL m. hartSeLL has joined the 
Pensacola office of Galloway, Johnson, 
tompkins, Burr & Smith.

JaeSoN W. homoLa joined the tallahassee 
firm eubanks, barrett, Fasig & brooks as an 
associate.

ZACHARy R. KObRin won the honorable 
mention award in the 2011 Smith-Babcock-
Williams Student Writing Competition with his 
paper, “Sustainable Procurement is Smart 
Procurement: a Primer for Local Governments 
to Successfully implement Sustainable 
Procurement Policies.”

roBert J. murPhy joined the Tampa office of 
Cole, Scott & Kissane, P.A. as an associate. He 
can be reached at 813.264.9310 or robert.
murphy@csklegal.com. 

SteFaNi C. NorrBiN joined the law firm of 
henderson, Franklin, Starnes & holt, P.a. as 
an associate in the tort & insurance Litigation 
division.

JoSePh J. oNorati joined Stearns Weaver 
miller Weissler alhadeff & Sitterson, P.a. as an 
associate in the litigation department.

AUDRey K. RieRSOn has joined the tampa 
office of Carlton Fields as an associate.

aNNe marie D. roSSi has joined Frost van 
den Boom & Smith, P.a. She can be reached 
at 395 S. Central ave., Bartow, FL 33830, 
863.578.5948 or arossi@fvslaw.com. 

aLaN F. SomerSteiN is an associate at 
the Fort Lauderdale office of Greenspoon 
marder, where he focuses on commercial and 
residential real estate transactional matters, 
including the preparation of contracts, lease 
agreements and loan documents.

Please help us reach our goal of 28 percent alumni participation by 
sending a gift of any amount by June 30 to: Florida State College of Law, 
Office of Development & Alumni Affairs, Tallahassee, Fla. 32306-1601. 
You can also give online at:  
http://www.law.fsu.edu/alumni/annual_fund.html.

If you have any questions about giving to this year’s Annual Fund,  
contact Becky Shepherd at 850.644.0231 or rshepher@law.fsu.edu.  
Thank you for your support of the Annual Fund  
and Florida State Law!

Annual Fund

KRiSTen L. WenGeR has joined the 
Jacksonville office of Fowler White boggs as 
an associate. She can be reached at 50 N. 
Laura St., Ste. 2800, Jacksonville, FL 32202 
or 904.598.3100.

SeaN White is an analyst with the Florida 
Senate Judiciary Committee. he can be 
reached at 850.487.5924 or white.sean@
flsenate.gov. 

In Memoriam 

NormaN L. PaxtoN, Jr. (’72), a Fort Pierce 
advocate for pro bono service, passed 
away in october 2011 at the age of 63. he 
received the 2012 Florida Bar President’s 
Pro Bono Service award for the 19th circuit 
posthumously. 

JeRRy R. SPinKS (’72), a passionate advocate 
for historic preservation who had been 
instrumental in the Jacksonville historical 
Society’s effort to buy and renovate old St. 
Luke’s hospital into a premier research and 
exhibition center, passed away in october 
2011 at the age of 73.   

Use your web-enabled smart phone to scan this tag  
that will allow you to make a donation online. 
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A conference 
on the interac-
tion of emerging 
market patent law 
with the inter-
national patent 
system took place 
A p r i l  1 3 -1 5 , 
2012, on the law 
school’s campus. 

The conference, entitled “Emerging 
Markets and the World Patent Order: 
Rules for an Altered Landscape,” was 
co-organized by Florida State’s Ed-
ward Ball Eminent Scholar Frederick 
Abbott, Director of the Centre for 
Interdisciplinary Studies on Industrial 
Property Carlos Correa and Professor 
in the Regulatory Institutions Network 
at the Australian National University 
Peter Drahos.

The meeting brought together a 
group of the world’s leading experts in 
patent law and policy to reflect on the 
implications of the changing interna-
tional patent environment from a social, 
economic and political perspective.

For Abbott, the conference was a 
success by creating awareness of trends 
in intellectual property affecting the 
emerging markets.

“Students at FSU College of Law 
are graduating into a highly inte-
grated global economy, with American 
businesses relying on exports and in-
vestment abroad for success, and with 
American lawyers frequently represent-
ing foreign-based clients in the United 
States,” said Abbott. “There are few 
areas of business policy that are receiv-

ing more attention than finding ways 
to generate innovation, and protecting 
it. This meeting, convened to study 
trends in intellectual property affect-
ing the emerging markets - including 
Brazil, China, India and South Africa 
- creates awareness among law firms, 
government policymakers and busi-
nesses that FSU students are exposed 

to the critical legal and business trends 
affecting them.”

Approximately 20 participants from 
Australia, Brazil, Belgium, Chile, 
Germany, India, Japan, South Af-
rica, Switzerland, the Netherlands, the 
United Kingdom and the United States 
attended the three day conference in 
Tallahassee.

“The conference reinforces that FSU 
College of Law is a center of excel-
lence that is keeping pace with our 
fast-changing business environment,” 
said Abbott.

Patent Conference a Success

“Students at FSU College 
of Law are graduating into 
a highly integrated global 
economy, with American 
businesses relying on 
exports and investment 
abroad for success, and 
with American lawyers 
frequently representing 
foreign-based clients in 
the United States.”

Frederick Abbott
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Article Written by Professor 
Utset to be Focus of 
University of Virginia 
Symposium Issue of Journal

The scholarship of the faculty at Florida State University is 
being noticed not only within the Florida State community, 
but also nationally.

Charles W. Ehrhardt Professor Manuel A. Utset, Jr. pre-
sented his article, “Corporate Actors, Corporate Crimes, and 
Time-Inconsistent Preferences,” at the University of Virginia 
School of Law on March 29. 

During his presentation, Professor Utset provided a new 
explanation for why corporations and their managers are of-
ten under-deterred by criminal sanctions. The explanation is 

based on his more general theory of time-inconsistent criminal misconduct that he 
has developed in a series of articles.  Utset also discussed how lawmakers should go 
about designing criminal sanctions if they want to effectively deter corporate actors.  

Brandon L. Garrett, the Roy L. and Rosamond Woodruff Morgan Professor 
of Law at the University of Virginia’s law school, provided a response to Utset’s 
presentation.

Additionally, Utset’s article is the center-piece of a forthcoming symposium 
issue of The Virginia Journal of Criminal Law.

“Enron, Worldcom, Bernie Madoff and the recent financial crisis all involved 
long-term, repeated misconduct by corporate managers,” said Utset. “How do 
managers decide whether or not to embark on a path of misconduct? What is the 
best way of deterring them? The article that is the subject of this symposium issue 
explains this sort of repeated misconduct as a product of self-control problems. 
There is little reason to think that managers who smoke or eat too much or repeat-
edly procrastinate starting an exercise regime would exhibit perfect self-control 
when they reach the workplace.”

The symposium issue will include papers commenting on and extending 
Utset’s arguments written by faculty at the University of Minnesota School of 
Law, Brooklyn Law School, Michigan State University College of Law and the 
University of Utah College of Law.

Professor Hirsch 
Appointed to Florida 
Historical Commission 

Florida State 
University Col-
l e g e  o f  L a w 
Professor Adam 
J. Hirsch has been 
appointed to the 
Florida Histori-
cal Commission 
by Florida Gov-
ernor Rick Scott. 

Hirsch’s term began February 16, 2012, 
and will end December 31, 2014. 

Hirsch is the William & Catherine 
VanDercreek Professor at the law school 
and a courtesy professor at Florida 
State’s history department. He is a lead-
ing authority on wills and trusts and is 
an Academic Fellow of the American 
College of Trust and Estate Counsel. 
Hirsch holds a J.D. and a Ph.D. in 
History from Yale University, where 
his doctoral dissertation received the 
George Washington Egleston Prize 
for the best dissertation in American 
history.

“I have long had an interest in the 
legal history of Florida and I now hope 
to make whatever contribution I can to 
the broader effort to support historical 
study and preservation within our state,” 
said Hirsch. “I am honored and pleased 
to receive this appointment.”

The 11-member Florida Historical 
Commission was established by the 
2001 Florida Legislature to enhance 
public participation and involvement in 
the preservation and protection of the 
state’s historic and archaeological sites 
and properties.

Adam J. Hirsch

Manuel A. Utset, Jr.
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Includes selected faculty 

publications, external 

presentations and recognitions 

since the last issue of Florida 
State Law.

Frederick M. Abbott
Edward Ball EminEnt Scholar

Reports: Report on Trends in Local 
Production of Medicines and Related Tech-
nology Transfer for Developing Countries, 
World Health Organization (December 
2011) (193 pp.); Intellectual Property and 
Public Health: Meeting the Challenge of 
Sustainability, Global Health Programme, 
Working Paper No. 7/2011 (November 
15, 2011). Presentations: Trends in local 
production of medical products in develop-
ing countries: integrating public health and 
industrial development (Geneva, Local 
Production for Access to Medicines, 
Stakeholder Meeting, World Health 
Organization, February 2012);  Trends 
in Local Production of Medicines and 
Related Technology Transfer (Brussels, 
seminar on local production and access 
to medical products, World Health 
Organization and European Parlia-
ment Working Group on innovation, 
access to medicines and poverty related 
diseases, European Parliament, Decem-
ber 2011); Property and Public Health: 
Meeting the Challenge of Sustainability 
(Geneva, 5th High-Level Symposium 
on Global Health Diplomacy, 10 Years 
after the Doha Declaration: The fu-
ture agenda at the interface of Public 
Health, Innovation and Trade: An 

outlook on the next 10 years, November 
2011); Legal Rules and Political Realities 
(Geneva, Médecins Sans Frontières’ 
Access Campaig, Revising TRIPS for 
Public Health: Can TRIPS be reformed 
to meet public health needs?, Le Club 
Suisse de la Presse, Geneva, November 
2011). Appointment: Appointed Rap-
porteur, Expert Working Group on 
Public Health and Intellectual Property 
for the World Intellectual Property 
Organization Framework for Designing 
National Intellectual Property Strate-
gies for Development (March 2012).

Wendi Adelson
ViSiting clinical ProfESSor

Book: This Is Our Story (2011). 
Presentation: Portions of her book, 
This is Our Story (New York City, 
Featured Speaker at Cambridge in 
America, Food for Thought Lunch, 
February 2012). Recognition: Burn-
ing Spear, Inc., Guardian of the Flame 
award recipient.

Kelli A. Alces
loula fullEr and dan myErS 

ProfESSor

Article: Beyond the Board of Directors, 46 
Wake Forest L. Rev. 783 (2011). Pre-
sentations: Strengthening Investment in 
Public Corporations Through the Uncorpo-
ration (Seattle University Law School, 
Adolf A. Berle, Jr. Center on Corpora-
tions, Law and Society Symposium, 
“Berle III,” January 2012); Beyond the 
Board of Directors (Emory University 

School of Law Faculty Colloquium, 
November 2011). 

Shawn J. Bayern 
aSSiStant ProfESSor

Article: False Efficiency and Missed 
Opportunities in Law and Economics, 86 
Tul. L. Rev. 135 (2011). Presentations: 
Against Certainty (University of Florida 
Levin College of Law, Faculty Work-
shop Series, March 2012); Remarks on 
the Life Work of Professor Melvin Eisen-
berg (San Diego, California, 7th Annual 
International Contracts Conference 
Panel, March 2012).

Robin Kundis Craig 
attornEyS’ titlE ProfESSor 

Book: Berkshire Encyclopedia of 
Sustainability, Vol. 5: Ecosystem 
Management and Sustainabil-
ity (2011) (editor with John Copeland 
Nagle, Bruce Pardy, Oswald Schmitz 
& William Smith). Articles:  Agen-
cies Interpreting Courts Interpreting 
Statutes: The Chevron Conundrum of a 
Divided Supreme Court, 61 Emory L. J. 
1 (2011); Climate Change and the Puget 
Sound: Building the Legal Framework 
for Adaptation,  2 Climate Law 299 
(2011) (with Robert L. Glicksman, 
Catherine O’Neill, Yee Huang, Wil-
liam L. Andreen, Victor Byers Flatt, 
William Funk, Dale D. Goble, Alice 
Kaswan & Robert   R.M. Verchick); 
Legal Remedies for Marine Oil Spills 
and Long-Term Ecological Resilience: A 
Match Made in Hell, 2011 BYU L. Rev. 

Faculty Notes
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1863 (2011).   Presentations: Climate 
Change Adaptation, the Clean Water 
Act, and Energy: An Application of Prin-
cipled Flexibility (George Washington 
University School of Law, The Clean 
Water Act at 40, March 2012); Ocean 
Governance in the 21st Century: Structure 
and Challenges (University of Utah,  Si-
lent Spring at 50: The Legacy of Rachel 
Carson, 17th Annual Symposium of the 
Wallace Stegner Center, March 2012); 
Climate Change and the Oceans: Protect-
ing Special Places in an Era of Change 
(University of Utah Seminar, Global 
Change & Ecosystem Center, March 
2012); CERCLA’s Concept of Federalism 
(Southwestern Law Review CERCLA 
Symposium, November 2011); Regional 
Governance of Electricity Transmission 
(University of Denver Sturm College 
of Law, Inaugural Carver Colloquium: 
Energy Transmission and Governance, 
Rocky Mountain Land Use Institute, 
October 2011); Defining Riparian Rights 
as “Property” through Takings Litigation: Is 
There a Property Right to Environmental 
Quality? (Lewis & Clark Fall Sympo-
sium: 21st Century Water Law, October 
2011). Recognition: Articles written by 
Craig were cited in the opinions for Bock 
v. University of Tennessee Medical Group, 
Inc. and State Automobile Mutual Insur-
ance Co. v. Flexdar, Inc. in March.

Joseph M. Dodge
StEarnS wEaVEr millEr wEiSSlEr 

alhadEff & SittErSon ProfESSor 

Book: Federal Income Tax: Doc-
trine, Structure, and Policy: Text, 
Cases, Problems (with J. Clifton 
Fleming, Jr. and Robert J. Peroni) (4th 
ed., Lexis-Nexis 2012). Presentations: 
United States Senate, Finance Committee, 

Academic and Finance Committee Staff 
Academic Roundtable concerning tax re-
form, sessions on individual income tax and 
transfer taxes (Washington, D.C., Panel-
ist, January 2012); What Form Should a 
Wealth Transfer Tax Take? (Washington, 
D.C., Association of American Law 
Schools Annual Meeting, January 2012).

Elwin J. Griffth 
tallahaSSEE alumni ProfESSor

Article: The Meaning of Admission and the 
Effect of Waivers under the Immigration 
and Nationality Act, 55 How. L.J. 1 (2011).

Adam J. Hirsch
william & cathErinE VandErcrEEk 

ProfESSor 

Article: The Code Breakers: How States 
Are Modifying the Uniform Disclaimer 
of Property Interests Act, 46 Real Prop. 
Tr. & Est. L.J. 325 (2011). Recognition: 
Hirsch’s article, Freedom of Testation/
Freedom of Contract, 95 Minn. L. Rev. 
2180 (2011), was selected one of the top 
10 “must read” articles of 2011 in estate 
and gift taxation, according  to a col-
umn published at 134 Tax Notes 1453 
(March 12, 2012).   

Marshall Kapp
ProfESSor of mEdicinE and law

Articles: Teaching Medical Students How 
to Reconcile Law and Ethics in Practice: A 
Faculty Development Model, 21 Annals 
of Health Law 271 (2012) (with Den-
nis Baker & Gregory Turner); If We Can 
Force People to Purchase Health Insurance, 
Then Let’s Force Them to Be Treated Too, 
38 Am. J.L. & Med. 397 (2012). Book 
Review: “The Law of Life and Death,” 
by Elizabeth Price Foley, Vol. 13, No. 
1, pp. 43-44, Care Mgmt. J. (2012). 

Book Review Essays: Medical Problems, 
Legal Responses, review of “Poverty, 
Health and Law:  Readings and Cases 
for Medical-Legal Partnership,” by 
Elizabeth Tobin Tyler, Ellen Lawton, 
Kathleen Conroy, Megan Sandel & 
Barry Zuckerman, Bol. 40, No. 1, pp. 
154-59, J.L. Med. & Ethics (Spring 
2012); Legal and Ethical Approaches to 
Older Lives: Reconciling Rules and Rela-
tionships, review of “Ethics, Aging, and 
Society: The Critical Turn,” by Martha 
B. Holstein, Jennifer A. Parks & Mark 
A. Waymack and “Public Guardianship: 
In the Best Interests of Incapacitated 
People?” by Pamela B. Teaster, Winsor 
C. Schmidt, Jr., Erica F. Wood, Susan 
A. Lawrence & Marta S. Mendiondo 
(2012). Presentations: Beyond Advance 
Directives: Physician Orders for Life-
Sustaining Treatment (Boston, Aging 
and Advance Care Planning Symposium 
at the Annual Scientific Meeting of 
the Gerontological Society, November 
2011); If We Can Force People to Purchase 
Health Insurance, Then Let’s Force Them to 
Be Treated Too (Boston, “The American 
Right to Health: Constitutional, Statu-
tory, and Contractual Healthcare in the 
United States” symposium sponsored by 
the American Journal of Law & Medicine 
and Boston University School of Law, 
January 2012); Medical-Legal Literature 
2011-12: Patient Protection and Affordable 
Care Act (New Orleans, Annual Meet-
ing of the American College of Legal 
Medicine, February 2012).

Wayne A. Logan 
gary & Sallyn Pajcic ProfESSor  
Articles: Police Mistakes of Law, 61 
Emory L.J. 69 (2011); “Mosaic Theory” 
and Megan’s Laws, 2011 Cardozo L. 
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Rev. de novo 95. Presentations: Po-
licing Identity (University of Pittsburgh 
School of Law, March 2012); Constitu-
tional Cacophony:  Federal Circuit Splits 
and the Fourth Amendment (Vanderbilt 
Law School, March 2012); The Racial 
Geography of Juvenile Sex Offender 
Registries (Southern University Law 
Center, February 2012); Policing Identity 
(University of Miami School of Law, 
February 2012); Warrantless Searches of 
Smartphones (Tampa, Annual Meeting 
of the National Conference of State 
Legislatures, December 2011); Megan’s 
Law as a Case Study in Political Stasis 
(Boston, Annual Meeting of American 
Academy of Psychiatry and the Law, 
October 2011).

Dan Markel
d’alEmBErtE ProfESSor

Articles: Retributive Justice and the 
Demands of Democratic Citizenship, 1 
Va. J. Crim. L. 1-133 (2012); Mak-
ing Punishment Safe for Democracy: A 
Reply to Professors Bowers, Cahill, and 
Duff, 1 Va. J. Crim. L. 205-263 (2012). 
Presentations: Retributive Justice and 
the Demands of Democratic Citizenship 
(Touro Law School, November 2011); 
Retributive Justice and the Demands of 
Democratic Citizenship (Washington, 
D.C., AALS Federalist Society Faculty 
Conference, January 2012). Recogni-
tion: Retributive Justice and the Demands 
of Democratic Citizenship was selected 
as one of the winners of the Federalist 
Society Young Scholars Competition.

David L. Markell 
StEVEn m. goldStEin ProfESSor and 

aSSociatE dEan for EnVironmEntal 

ProgramS

Article: An Empirical Assessment of 
Climate Change in the Courts: A New 
Jurisprudence or Business as Usual? (with 
J.B. Ruhl), 64 Fla. L. Rev. 1 (2012). 
Recognition: Continued to serve as a 
member of the North American Com-
mission for Environmental Cooperation 
National Advisory Committee and 
participated in a number of its meetings.

Jim Rossi 
harry m. walBorSky ProfESSor

Articles: Agency Coordination in Shared 
Regulatory Space (with Jody Freeman), 
125 Harv. L. Rev. 1131 (2012); Clean 
Energy and the Price Preemption Ceiling, 
3 San Diego J. Climate & Energy 
L. 247 (2011). Presentation: Good For 
You / Bad For Us: Financial Barriers to 
Demand Reduction in Electric Power 
(Vanderbilt Law Review Symposium 
on Supply and Demand in Energy, 
February 2012).

Mark B. Seidenfeld
Patricia a. dorE ProfESSor of 

adminiStratiVE law and aSSociatE 

dEan for rESEarch

Article: Substituting Substantive for 
Procedural Review of Guidance Docu-
ments, 90 Texas L. Rev. 331 (2011). 
Presentations: The Irrelevance of Politics 
for Arbitrary and Capricious Review 
(Loyola Law School Los Angeles 
Faculty Workshop, January 2012); The 
Irrelevance of Politics for Arbitrary and 
Capricious Review (Emory Law School 
Faculty Workshop,   January 2012); 
The Legal Implications of Supreme Court 

Review of the Patient Protection and 
Affordable Care Act (Tampa, National 
Conference of State Legislatures An-
nual Meeting, November 2011).

Mark Spottswood
aSSiStant ProfESSor

Presentation: Evidence-Based Litigation 
Reform (Florida International Uni-
versity, Junior Faculty Federal Courts 
Workshop, February 2012).

Fernando Teson
toBiaS Simon EminEnt Scholar 

Chapter: Targeted Killing in War and 
Peace: A Philosophical Analysis, in Tar-
geted Killings: Law and Morality 
in an Asymmetrical World (C. 
Finkelstein, J.D. Ohlin and A. Altman, 
editors) (Oxford University Press, 2012). 
Article: Why Free Trade is Required by 
Justice, 29 Social Phil. & Pol. 126 
(2012). Presentations: The Duty to 
Apologize for Genocide (Beirut, Lebanon, 
Invited Panelist, Conference on “The 
Armenian Genocide: From Acknowl-
edgement to Reparations,” Armenian 
Catholicosate, February 2012); The 
Morality of Targeted Killing (Oxford 
University, The Duty to Apologize 
for Genocide, Seminar Series, Oxford 
Institute for Ethics, Law and Armed 
Conflict, January 2012);  State Legitima-
cy and Permissible Diplomacy (University 
of Arizona, December 2011).

Franita Tolson
aSSiStant ProfESSor

Presentations: Parti san Ger ry-
mandering and the Politics of Judicial 
Review (Florida International Univer-
sity, Faculty Workshop, March 2012) 
(Prawfsfest!, Loyola Law School Los 
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Angeles, December 2011); Reinventing 
Sovereignty: Federalism as a Constraint on 
the Voting Rights Act (The Baldy Center 
for Law and Policy at the University of 
Buffalo School of Law, Major Develop-
ments in Redistricting, October 2011) 
(Loyola University Chicago School of 
Law Constitutional Law Colloquium, 
October 2011) (Wake Forest Univer-
sity School of Law, Southeastern Law 
Schools Junior/Senior Faculty Work-
shop, October 2011).

Donald J. Weidner
dEan and alumni cEntEnnial 

ProfESSor

Article: Partners without Partners: The 
Legal Status of Single Person Partner-
ships, (with Robert W. Hillman), XVII 
Fordham J. Corp. & Fin. L. 451 (2012) 
Presentations: Practical Legal Educa-
tion: What Is It and How Much of It Do 
We Want, (Baton Rouge, Louisiana, 
LSU Law School, Panelist, March 
2012); Thomasville Rotary Club Presen-
tation (Thomasville, Georgia, March 
2012); Recognition: Appointed to the 
National Conference of Commission-
ers on Uniform State Laws by Florida 
Governor Rick Scott.

Hannah Wiseman
aSSiStant ProfESSor 

Article: Beyond Coastal Oil v. Garza: 
Nuisance and Trespass in Hydraulic Frac-
turing Litigation, 57 The Advocate 
(Texas) 8 (Winter 2011).  Presenta-
tions: State Regulation of Shale Gas 
Development: Variation, Innovation, and 
Challenges (Presentation to Congres-
sional staff, Dr. Rob Jackson, Nicholas 
Chair of Global Environmental Change 
at the Nicholas School of the Environ-

ment, March 2012); State and Local 
Regulation of Shale Oil and Gas Develop-
ment: Adaptation, Experimentation, or 
Chaos? (Northwestern University, Searle 
Center Conference on Federalism and 
Energy in the United States, Panelist, 
March 2012); Natural Gas: Environ-
mental Concerns, Regulatory Response, 
and Potential Supply Impacts (University 
of Utah S.J. Quinney College of Law, 
Electric Power in a Carbon Constrained 
World, Panelist, February 2012); The 
Legal and Socioeconomic Setting, Fractur-
ing Regulation Applied (Duke Nicholas 
School of the Environment, Hydro-
fracking Workshop, Panelist, January 
2012); Water and Clean Energy (Univer-
sity of Florida Levin College of Law, 
Environmental Capstone Colloquium, 
January 2012).
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Fred Abbott was quoted 
November 24 in an Intellectu-
al Property Watch article, “IP, 
Trade And Public Health 
Leaders Turn A Page In 
History Together.” He was 
mentioned November 22 
in an Intellectual Property 
Watch article, “Doha+10: 
MSF Asks, What’s Next For 
TRIPS And Health?”

Wendi Adelson and her 
book, “This Is Our Story,” were 
highlighted February 1 in 
The Florida Bar News article, 
“Advocating for modern-
day slaves inspires novels.” 
Her book also was featured 
November 8 in a Tallahassee 
Democrat article, “Law pro-
fessor’s book spotlights the 
toll of human trafficking.”

Kelli Alces was quoted 
April 5 in a Bloomberg Busi-
nessweek article, “Buffets 
Rewards Managers Who 
Put Chain in Bankruptcy.” 
She was quoted December 2 
in a Thomson Reuters article, 
“AMR creditors’ committee 
may be an eclectic mix.”

Paolo Annino was featured 
in an April 27 WFSU sto-
ry, “Tallahassee’s best legal 
minds to be recognized.” He 
also was quoted March 14 in a 
Sun Sentinel article, “Lawsuit 

claims state traps sick, dis-
abled kids in nursing homes.”

Shawn Bayern was quoted 
December 5 in a State Impact/
Florida Public Radio news 
story, “Florida Hazing Death 
Under FDLE Investigation.”

Robin Craig was quoted 
March 27 in a Bloomberg 
BNA article, “Water Quality 
Standards for Power Plants 
Should Adjust for Climate, 
Professor Says.” She was 
quoted March 14 in an Asso-
ciated Press article, “Lawsuits 
against EPA target nutrients 
in US waters.” The story was 
picked up by several media 
outlets, including The Huff-
ington Post, U.S. News & 
World Report and The Sacra-
mento Bee.

Sandy D’Alemberte was 
featured in an April 27 
WFSU story, “Tallahassee’s 
best legal minds to be recog-
nized.” He also was quoted 
on April 6 in an opinion 
piece in The Palm Beach Post, 
“Can an illegal immigrant 
be admitted to The Florida 
Bar?” and in an article in 
The Palm Beach Post, “Il-
legal status foils law school 
graduates in Florida.” He 
was quoted April 2 in a New 
England Cable News article, 

“US representatives support 
Fla. immigrant lawyer.”

Faye Jones was quoted 
January 18 in a WCTV story, 
“Wikipedia Protests SOPA.”

Marshall Kapp was in-
terviewed and featured by 
WFSU-FM radio in their 
“Perspectives” program on 
April 19. He was quoted 
March 6 in a Sun Sentinel 
article, “Florida doctors get 
law training to improve pa-
tient care.” He was featured 
November 21 in a Sarasota 
Herald-Tribune article, “Tak-
ing the time to get it right on 
end-of-life care wishes.”

Jay Kesten was quoted 
April 5 in an article by The 
Washington Post, “Between 
banks and venture capital, 
some start-ups look to a pay-
as-you-go model.”

Larry Krieger ’s research 
was featured February 1 
in an ABA Journal article, 
“Speaking Up: Helping Law 
Students Break Through the 
Silence of Depression.”

Wayne Logan was quoted 
April 23 in an ABC News 
article, “Businesses Charge 
Hundreds to Remove Mug 
Shots Online.”

Dan Markel was quoted April 
11 in The New York Times in 

an article, “Severe Charge, 
With a Minimum Term of 
25 Years.” He was mentioned 
February 22 in a Slate article, 
“Shame on You!” He also was 
featured February 16 in a Slate 
article, “Brotherly Love.” He 
was quoted November 15 in 
a New York Times blog, “Perry 
Proposes Overhaul of Wash-
ington.”

Franita Tolson wrote an 
opinion article, “Commen-
tary: Affordable Care Act 
should survive if court fol-
lows precedent,” that was 
published March 23 in The 
Palm Beach Post. She was 
cited February 27 in a RH 
Reality Check article, “Is the 
Blunt Amendment Consti-
tutional?” The article was 
picked up by the Daily Kos. 
She also was a guest on the 
television series “Facing Flor-
ida” on February 26. She 
was interviewed live January 
31 on WCTV-TV, providing 
analysis on the Florida pri-
mary election results.

Don Weidner was featured 
December 2 in a Tallahassee 
Democrat article, “FSU dean 
appointed to national com-
mission.”

Hannah Wiseman  was 
quoted November 26 in a 
Wall Street Journal article, 
“Wind Fuels Fight in Oil 
Patch.”

Faculty Media Hits
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The law school’s newest certificate 
program graduated its f irst set of 
students during the spring 2012 com-
mencement ceremony. Five students 
received the Business Law Certificate.

The sophistication and varied areas 
of expertise of the law school’s business 
faculty allow for the certificate to exist. 
Faculty members previously practiced at 
top corporate law firms and are nation-
ally regarded experts. The tax faculty 
is one of the nation’s 15 most down-
loaded on the Social Science Research 
Network. The business faculty brings 
their experience and expertise into the 
classroom.

For example, Jeffrey Kahn, the Lar-
son Professor, practiced tax law at the 
Chicago office of McDermott, Will & 
Emery. Also in Chicago, Loula Fuller 
and Dan Myers Professor Kelli Alces 
practiced with Gardner, Carton & 
Douglas. Assistant Professor Jay Kesten 
practiced corporate law in Boston with 
Cooley Godward Kronish LLP. Ad-
ditionally, University Professor Steve 
Johnson practiced with Willkie Farr & 
Gallagher in New York City and the 
Internal Revenue Service. Their areas 
of research include tax, corporate gov-
ernance and corporate finance.

The educational backgrounds of 
other law faculty members who teach 
business courses add to the stature of 
the business law program at Florida 
State. Many of the faculty members who 
teach business courses have obtained 
Ph.D.s or LL.M.s in addition to their 

J.D. degrees, allowing for specialized 
course offerings. 

The program allows students plan-
ning a career in business law and finance 
to receive specialized training in a set of 
core areas. Those areas include publicly 
traded corporations, closely-held busi-
ness entities, corporate finance, law and 
economics and taxation. In addition 
to carrying additional requirements 
beyond those necessary for a juris doc-
tor degree, completion of the program 
signals to potential employers that a 
graduate has advanced training. The 

certificate program was designed to 
allow students to craft a broad, well-
diversified course of study.

Manuel A. Utset, Jr., the Charles 
W. Ehrhardt Professor, stresses the 
importance of specialized training for 
those interested in business law.

“Students who want to become ef-
fective business lawyers need to learn 
about economics, corporate finance, 
tax, securities laws, secured transac-
tions, insurance and real estate finance, 
to name a few,” said Utset, who previ-
ously practiced at Sullivan & Cromwell 
in New York City. “The Business Law 

Certificate Program allows students to 
get a solid background in both law and 
business so they can make a smooth and 
quick transition into what is increas-
ingly becoming a highly complex area 
of practice.”

“The Business Law Certificate pre-
pares students to add value as much 
as possible to firms with a highly so-
phisticated business law practice,” said 
Dean Don Weidner. “Our emphasis on 
financial and economic sophistication 
helps them understand the world of 
the client.”

Business Faculty Offers New  
Business Law Certificate Program

“The Business Law Certificate Program allows 
students to get a solid background in both law and 
business so they can make a smooth and quick 
transition into what is increasingly becoming a 
highly complex area of practice.”
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Florida State Black 
Law Students 
Association Named 
National Chapter of 
the Year – Again!

For the third time since 2006, the Florida 
State University College of Law’s Black Law 
Students Association (BLSA) has been named 
National Chapter of the Year by the National 
Black Law Students Association (NBLSA). 
As a 2011-2012 Regional Chapter of the Year 
for the Southern Region of NBLSA, Florida 
State competed for the national award against 
six other regional winners, including Harvard 
Law School, William & Mary Law School, 

Indiana University Mauer School of Law, University of Texas School 
of Law, University of South Carolina School of Law and UCLA 
School of Law. BLSA President Michael Williams accepted the award 
March 10 at the NBLSA National Convention in Washington, D.C.

Th e National Chapter of the Year award is given to a chapter that 
has made a diff erence in its community and has improved the qual-
ity of its law school by enhancing social awareness and communal 
activism while representing NBLSA ideals. Chapters are evalu-
ated on criteria including: community service events, voter rights 
programming, youth programming, college student programming, 
career development, social events and National Black Law Students 
Association participation.

Th e Florida State BLSA chapter held more than 30 events dur-
ing the 2011-2012 academic year on topics ranging from election 
law to African-Americans in the legal profession. Chapter members 
also participated in community service activities, volunteering at the 
Second Harvest of the Big Bend, collecting food and clothing for 
local families and also collecting books for prisoners. 

 “We are thrilled that our Black Law Students Association was 
again recognized as National Chapter of the Year,” said Dean Don 
Weidner. “Congratulations and thanks go to the entire BLSA board 
and especially President Michael Williams for bringing this honor 
home to Florida State.”

Michael WIlliams

Two Florida State University College of Law stu-
dents have won fi rst place in the 2011 American Bar 
Association Regional Negotiation Competition. Th e 
competition was held in Raleigh, North Carolina, 
on November 12-13. Th e students then competed 
in the national competition on February 3-4 in New 
Orleans, Louisiana.

Winning team members were fi rst-year students 
Jared Snyder, of Coral Springs, Florida, and Wil-
liam Th ompson, of Jacksonville, Florida. Th ey were 
coached by P. Gregory “Greg” Jones, who is special 
counsel at the Florida Department of Transportation.

“We are all so proud of Will and Jared, especially 
since Florida State was the only school with fi rst-year 
law students participating in the competition” said 
Dean Don Weidner. “Special thanks go to the student 
competitors and to their coach.”

Twenty-eight teams representing 14 law schools 
competed in the event, which was open to schools from 
seven southeastern states and Puerto Rico. Florida 
State’s winning team beat Samford University in the 
fi rst round, University of Miami in the second round 
and Emory University in the fi nals. Other schools 
competing included University of Florida, University 
of Georgia and University of North Carolina.

Students Win Regional 
ABA Dispute Resolution 
Competition

(L-R) William Thompson (’14) and Jared Snyder (’14)
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OTHER STUDENT ACHIEVEMENTS

Chevonne Chris-
tian (2L) was a 
member of the 
Black law Stu-
dents association 
mock trial team 
that placed second 
in the thurgood 

marshall mock trial national competi-
tion in march. the team competed 
against nearly 100 teams from around 
the country.

Belicha Desgraves (3L) was a 
member of the Black law Students as-
sociation mock trial team that placed 
second in the thurgood marshall mock 
trial national competition in march. 
the team competed against nearly 
100 teams from around the country.

Hayley Dewey (3L) published a 
co-written article, “long-term com-
plication: Florida’s death certification 
process and long-term care,” in the 
International Journal of Risk & Safety 
in Medicine.

Josiah Graham (1L) was a member 
of the Black law Students association 
mock trial team that placed second in 
the thurgood marshall mock trial na-
tional competition in march. the team 
competed against nearly 100 teams 
from around the country.

Keven Leveille (3L) and Jennito Si-
mon (2L) published a book, “haitian 
as human,” which aims to “humanize” 
haiti and the haitian experience.

Kyesha Mapp (1L) was a member of 
the Black law Students association 
mock trial team that placed second in 
the thurgood marshall mock trial na-
tional competition in march. the team 
competed against nearly 100 teams 
from around the country.

Hannah Monroe (3L) will clerk for the 
honorable robert hinkle of the united 
States district court northern district 
of florida after she graduates in 2012. 
She is one of five recent graduates 
who have landed federal clerkships 
this year.

Samuel Steinberg 
(2L) received the 
honorable men-
tion award in the 
yld/flmic 2012 
law Student 
Essay contest, 
presented by the 

Young Lawyers Division of The Florida 
Bar and florida lawyers mutual in-
surance company. the topic of the 
contest was ‘best practices for small 
firms and solo practitioners to manage 
risk associated with e-discovery.’ In 
addition to a cash award, his article will 
be published in the newsletter of the 
general Practice, Solo & Small firm 
Section of the florida Bar.

“He was a Dallas Cowboy fan and I’m a Pittsburg Steeler 
fan,” said Yetter, “and we spent many a Sunday afternoon 
watching those teams. Those were great times and I really 
miss those.”

Football also dictated Thanksgiving schedules at the 
VanDercreek home.

“We spent a lot of holidays together, particularly Thanks-
giving,” said Ehrhardt. “The big thing about Thanksgiving 
was when we were going to eat, because it couldn’t interfere 
with the Dallas Cowboys game on television.”

Friends of VanDercreek have fond memories of spend-
ing time with him and the family that he cherished. He was 
married to Catherine VanDercreek, with whom he had five 
children. One of his three grandchildren, Whitney Langston, 

graduated from the law school in 2011.
 “There are so many good memories I have of Bill,” said 

Yetter. “One is, after both of us had retired, we were at a hotel 
where games of chance are played – a very nice one in Mis-
sissippi – with our families. Bill and I were sitting at a card 
table playing cards with a group of younger executive types. 
Bill had on his blue silk suit, a silver tie, an immaculate white 
shirt and was sitting there passively with huge piles of chips. 
Bill got up to go do something and one of the younger men 
said to the other, ‘Who is that guy?’ And the other guy looked 
at him and said, ‘I’m not sure, but I think he is some kind of 
duke.’ From that time on, we referred to Bill as ‘The Duke.’

“Everywhere Bill went, he had a good time and if you were 
around him, you couldn’t help but have a good time.”  U

“VanDercreek” continued from page 13
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SPRING 2012 GR ADUATION 
Nearly 270 graduates participated in the College of Law’s spring commencement ceremony May 5 at the Tallahassee-

Leon County Civic Center. Participants included spring 2012 graduates, an LL.M. in American Law for Foreign 
Lawyers graduate, Rosnisay Keo, an LL.M. in Environmental Law graduate, M.B. Adelson, IV, and other students 
who either completed their degree requirements in December 2011 or plan to in December 2012.

Adelson graduated with his J.D. degree from Florida State in 1987 and was the first person to walk with the LL.M. 
in Environmental Law. Keo hails from Cambodia.

Florida Supreme Court Chief Justice Charles Canady was the commencement speaker. The ceremony was followed 
by a reception on the law school’s green.

LEFT
Graduate Genevieve 
Harper poses with her 
parents, Susan Dunlop 
and Rick Harper, after 
the ceremony.

ABOVE
Students who share the last name “Smith” gather for a 
photo before the commencement ceremony. (L-R) Elliott 
Smith, Andrew Smith, Daniel Smith and Thomas Smith.

around the law School
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RIGHT
Spring 2012 graduate Joe Pelter, III 
holds a book autographed by U.S. 
Supreme Court Justice Clarence Thomas. 
Impressed by Justice Thomas’ opinions 
and background, Pelter sent him a note 
along with his graduation announcement. 
Pelter also contacted Bobby Bowden and 
received a signed photo from the former 
Florida State football coach.

around the law School

ABOVE LEFT
Florida Supreme 
Court Chief Justice 
Charles Canady was 
the Spring 2012 
commencement 
ceremony speaker.

ABOVE MIDDLE
M.B. Adelson, IV talks with 
Rosnisay Keo on the law school’s 
green after the ceremony. 
Adelson, who received his LL.M. 
in Environmental Law, and Keo, 
who graduated with her LL.M. in 
American Law for Foreign Lawyers, 
were the two LL.M. recipients to 
participate in this year’s ceremony.
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The 2011-2012 Mock Trial team celebrated their successful year at a banquet 
on April 16 at the University Center Club in Tallahassee.

The team is made of multiple smaller competing groups that participated in 
eight competitions this academic year.

Students traveled around the state and nation to showcase their trial advocacy 
skills. Competition locations included San Antonio, Texas, Buffalo, New York, 
San Francisco, California and Chicago, Illinois. Within Florida, students trav-
eled to Miami, Tampa, Orlando and Fort Lauderdale to compete.

At the Florida Justice Association E. Earle Zehmer Competition, first place 
winners were Raul Arispe (’12), Joey Chindamo (’13), Marshawn Griffin (’12) and 
Jennito Simon (’13). At that same competition, semi-finalists included William 
Bissell (’12), Michael Flegiel (’13), Stephanie Hayes (’12) and Lorraine Young 
(’12). Both teams were coached by Dana Brooks (’08), shareholder of Eubanks, 
Barrett, Fasig & Brooks, Joseph Brooks, of Brooks & Masterson and Matt 
Liebenhaut (’05), of the Law Office of Matt Liebenhaut.

Winning second place in the American Bar Association Labor & Employ-
ment Competition were Anna Crutcher (’12), Christopher Jurich (’12), Nicholas 
Paquette (’13) and Peter Tragos (’13). They were coached by Maria Santoro, 
managing partner in the Tallahassee office of George Hartz Lundeen, and 
College of Law Professor Ruth Stone.

Christian Bax (’12), Natasha Dorsey (’12), Nicholas Horton (’13) and Adrian 
Mood (’13) were quarter-finalists in the Buffalo-Niagara Annual Mock Trial 
Competition. Their coach was Richard Tanner, managing partner of the Tal-
lahassee branch of deBeaubien, Knight, Simmons, Mantzaris & Neal and an 
adjunct professor at the law school.

Second place finishers at The Florida Bar Chester Bedell Competition were 
Marshawn Griffin (’12), Stephanie Hayes (’12), Keven Leveille (’12) and Ross 
Marshman (’12). The team was coached by Jessica Bowen (’08), who practices at 
Heath & Rasky, and Martin Powell (’09), of Meyer, Brooks, Demma and Blohm.

In the Lone Star Classic Competition, Brett Miller (’12) won the award for 
Best Cross Examination.  

Mock Trial: Year-End Review

TOP LEFT
(L-R) Natasha Dorsey (’12), Adrian Mood (’13),  
Nicholas Horton (’13), Christian Bax (’12) and  
Coach Richard Tanner

ABOVE
(L-R) Peter Tragos (’13),  
Anna Crutcher (’12), Coach Ruth Stone, 
Coach Maria Santoro and  
Christopher Jurich (’12)
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TOP RIGHT
(L-R): Lorraine Young (’12), Marshawn Griffin (’12), 
Stephanie Hayes (’12), Coach Dana Brooks (’08),  
Michael Flegiel (’13), Joey Chindamo (’13) and  
Jennito Simon (’13)

ABOVE
(L-R) Peter Tragos (’13),  
Anna Crutcher (’12), Coach Ruth Stone, 
Coach Maria Santoro and  
Christopher Jurich (’12)

ABOVE
(L-R): Stephanie Hayes (’12),  
Coach Martin Powell (’09), Keven Leveille (’12), 
Sara Hassler (’13), Logan McEwen (’12),  
Ross Marshman (’12), Jennito Simon (’13), 
Marshawn Griffin (’12) and  
Christopher Jurich (’12)
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Eighty-eight Percent of 
Law Students Give to 
Annual Fund

When it comes to student philanthropy, Florida State University’s Col-
lege of Law has always been impressive. This year, however, students outdid 
themselves.

Setting the school’s all-time record for percentage of student giving, the 
Student Annual Fund Drive, which was held Jan. 30 through Feb. 3, concluded 
with 88 percent of students making cash gifts.

The 1Ls led the way with the highest giving rate of 89 percent and the 2Ls 
had the largest per capita average gift amount ($14.22) of the three classes. 
The 3Ls ended the fund drive with the largest total gift amount ($3,370.49).  

The weeklong event was the collaborative effort of on-campus student 
leaders, the Office of Development and Alumni Affairs, faculty members 
and the administration. 

Alexandra Haddad (’12), president of the Student Bar Association and 
an instrumental part of the drive’s success, could not be happier with the 
results. She credits the high quality of life of the school’s students as a major 
contributing factor to the impressive giving rate.

“Reaching such a high percentage rate of giving clearly shows that students 
at the law school are happy,” said Haddad. “A lot of (students) have loan debts 
and pay tuition, yet we were still able to reach into our pockets and give back. 
To me, that’s remarkable.”

For Haddad, the Student Annual Fund Drive provides a chance for students 
to show their appreciation to the law school’s faculty in a unique way.

“The faculty help shape our future through the quality of their expertise, 
so being able to say ‘thank you’ is an opportunity many students didn’t want 
to miss,” said Haddad. 

“The Student Annual Fund Drive’s success sends a powerful signal to all 
local, regional and national constituencies that something extraordinary and 
dynamic is taking place at the school,” said Dean Don Weidner.

Fuller Serves 
as Jurist In 
Residence

Judge Mark Fuller, of the Middle Dis-
trict of Alabama, visited the law school as a 
Jurist in Residence on Wednesday, April 11. 

He met with law students, toured the 
law school, spoke with the faculty, visited 
a class and participated in a conversation/
question and answer session with Trial 
Advocacy students.

Fuller received his B.S. degree from the 
University of Alabama and his J.D. from 
the University of Alabama School of Law. 
He was an attorney in the private sector 
from 1985-1996, when he became Chief 
Assistant District Attorney for the 12th 
Judicial Circuit of Alabama. He was then 
elected District Attorney of the 12th Cir-
cuit, where he served until his appointment 
as a federal judge.

Mark Fuller
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Th e law school held its Environmental Law Distinguished 
Lecture 25th Anniversary Symposium on March 14. Th e 
event, hosted by the Florida State College of Law and the 
Inter-American Seas Research Consortium, focused on the 
future of ocean and coastal law and policy.

Th e special program included two panels: an oceans panel 
and a coastal panel. Th e oceans panel explored emerging issues 
in national and international ocean policy while the coastal 
panel addressed strategies for making sea-level-rise adaptation 
“takings-proof.”

Oceans panelists included Josh Eagle, professor of law at 
the University of South Carolina School of Law, Alison Ri-
eser, Dai Ho Chun Distinguished Professor at the University 
of Hawaii at Mānoa, and William H. Rodgers, Jr., Stimson 
Bullitt Professor of Law at the University of Washington 
School of Law. 

Coastal panelists included John D. Echeverria, professor of 
law and acting director of the Environmental Law Center at 
Vermont Law School, Dr. Richard McLaughlin, who holds 
an endowed chair for marine policy and law at Harte Research 
Institute at Texas A&M University in Corpus Christi, and 
Michael Allan Wolf, the Richard E. Nelson Chair in Local 
Government Law at the University of Florida College of Law. 

In addition to the symposium, the College of Law held 
the Spring 2012 Environmental Forum, “Making One’s 
Case with the Government: Practical Issues and Strategies,” 
on April 4. Th e law school co-sponsored the event with the 
Public Interest Committee of the Environmental and Land 
Use Law Section of Th e Florida Bar.

Th is forum featured distinguished panelists who have 
broad expertise in working in and with the government and 
representing diff erent clients before it. 

Th e event was moderated by Christopher T. Byrd, a senior 
assistant general counsel with the Florida Department of 
Environmental Protection’s Public Lands Section. Panelists 
included Janet E. Bowman (’87), Director of Legislative 
Policy and Strategies for the Florida Chapter of the Nature 
Conservancy, Charles Pattison, president of 1000 Friends of 
Florida, Mary Th omas (’05), assistant general counsel in the 
executive offi  ce of Governor Rick Scott, and Florida Repre-
sentative Michelle Rehwinkel Vasilinda.

William H. Rodgers, Jr.

Michael Allan Wolf

Alison Rieser

Richard McLaughlinJosh Eagle

John D. Echeverria

Florida State Celebrates its Environmental 
Law Distinguished Lecture 25th 
Anniversary Symposium

Spring 2012 Environmental Forum 
panelists are introduced to a packed room.
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Steven M. Goldstein Professor David L. 
Markell is the new Associate Dean for 
Environmental Programs. Markell joined 
the faculty in 2002 and served as Associ-
ate Dean for Academic Affairs for the 
2007-2008 academic year. He is an expert 
in environmental law and administrative 
law. He has published five books and nu-
merous articles and book chapters, and is 
widely recognized for his scholarly work 
relating to climate change, enforcement, 
North American environmental law and 
policy, and the design of government 
decision-making procedures.

Assistant Professor David E. Lan-
dau is now the Associate Dean for 
International Programs. He writes 
about comparative constitutional ju-
risprudence and civil procedure. Before 
joining the Florida State Law faculty, 
Landau was a Climenko Fellow and 
lecturer on law at Harvard Law School 
and a presidential scholar at Harvard 
University in the Graduate School of 
Arts and Sciences. 

Mark Seidenfeld, the Patricia A. Dore 
Professor of Administrative Law, will 
now serve as the Associate Dean for 
Research. Recognized as one of the 
country’s leading scholars on federal 
administrative law, he is the author 
of inf luential publications on how 
administrative law doctrine relates to 
institutional behavior and agency ac-
countability. 

The Placement Office has a new ad-
dition to its staff, Assistant Director 
Nicole Scialabba. She obtained both her 
undergraduate and J.D. degrees from 
Duquesne University in Pittsburgh 
and is admitted to the Pennsylvania 
Bar. While in law school, Scialabba 
was the Pro Bono program coordina-
tor for her college’s Placement Office, 
and after law school she served as a 
staff attorney at Neighborhood Legal 
Services Association in Pittsburgh. She 
relocated to Florida in 2010, and joins 
the College of Law from the Office of 
the State Courts Administrator.  

Elizabeth Boyette has been promoted 
to the Director of Academic Programs. 
She will oversee the administration of 
LL.M. degree programs in American 
Law (for foreign lawyers) and Envi-
ronmental Law & Policy. She will 
also oversee certificate programs in 
Environmental Law, International Law 
and Business Law and will direct the 
foreign exchange program.

David L. Markell

 David E. Landau

Nicole Scialabba

Elizabeth Boyette

Law School Announces 
Administration Changes
Several people have recently joined or been promoted within the law school administration.

Mark Seidenfeld



Hispanic Business magazine (2011) ranks Florida State the nation’s 3rd 
best law school for Hispanic students.

The College of Law’s extensive clinical externship program has been 
referred to as a model for the nation. It includes judicial, criminal, civil, 
legal services, appellate and international placements.

 

Several law and medical students spent spring break in Immokalee, Florida, assisting migrant farm workers with legal and medical needs. The 
“Alternative Spring Break” was part of the law school’s newest clinic, the Medical-Legal Partnership, at the Public Interest Law Center. Pictured are 
the students, faculty members involved with the program and the pastor of the church that is in the background of the photo. The photo was taken 
before the group went on an airboat ride.

Closing notes…
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